Beatrix sits at Queen’s right hand as Juliana opens Dutch parliament with
speech from throne. Her father Prince Bernhard and sister Irene share dais.
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eatrix OfHOZZCL%d: no playgirl, this Princess

As Americans meet the heir to the Dutch
throne this week, they’ll find her a
serious-minded young woman who represents
the “new look” in European royalty

by JOHN HOCHMANN

HEN PrINCESS BEATRIX of the Neth-

erlands steps ashore this week at
New York's Battery Park, she will be
following an old Dutch custom begun
by Hendrick Hudson and continued by
Peter Stuyvesant. In fact, the 21-year-
old heir to the Netherlands' throne is
visiting the U.S. to help celebrate the
350th anniversary of Hudson's ex-
ploration of the river.

To Americans whose notions of prin-
cesses are based either on Monaco's
Grace or England's Margaret, Beatrix
will come as a surprise. Though attrac-
tive in the full-blown Dutch manner
and as fun-loving as any young girl,
Beatrix is perhaps the best example of
that 20th-century phenomenon, the
working-girl princess. Since she came of
age last January, Beatrix has filled more
and more public engagements, She is
obviously devoted to her countrymen,
and the feeling is mutual.

The ease, self-assurance and good
humor Beatrix shows on public occa-
sions—and in private—are natural and
unaffected. She demonstrated her ma-
turity three years ago when the Dutch
throne was shaken by a crisis that al-
most resulted in her mother's abdica-
tion. Queen Juliana's youngest child,
Marijke, now 12, had been born with
extremely poor vision and responded
only slightly to medical treatment.
Finally, Juliana invited Greet Hoffmans,
a faith healer, to treat the little princess
whose sight was then said to have im-
proved, Grateful, Juliana gave all credit
to the faith healer and, according to re-
ports, began seeking her advice on po-
litieal matters.

The Dutch public’s reaction to this
news was the same as to a broken dike
—alarm, and made demands that things
be set right, for the Queen was thought
to be violating constitutional limits.
R‘_umors abounded that she would ab-
dicate in favor of her daughter Beatrix
then 18 and legally old enough to reign:

Eventually Juliana dismissed Miss Hoff-

mans, but during the height of this
speculation Beatrix arrived in Rome
on a school holiday and found herself as
much a tourist attraction as the Colos-
seum. The Dutch Embassy advised
Beatrix to retreat to a villa in the

suburbs, but she had a better strategy,
Inviting the Italian press to her hotel
suite, she posed for fifteen minutes while
shutters clicked. “Time is up, gentle-
men,"” she then called, agding with a

smile, “You now have your photos, -

]
please may I have my holiday?”

Possibly one explanation for Beatrix's
poise is that in the Dutch royal family
of Orange-Nassau women have been
doing a man-sized job since her grand-
mother Wilhelmina ascended the throne
in 1898. After a 50-year reign she ab-
dicated to become Princess of the
Netherlands and her daughter Juliana
succeeded as Queen,

EATRIX is the eldest of four sisters
and there has been no male heir
since 1851. Though the Dutch love their
royal ladies, the birth of a prince would
touch off the celebration of the century,
But Beatrix won't be stampeded into
a royal marriage. She points out that
while she has three sisters the succes-
sion is safe and, besides, women of the
family are notorious for their longevity.
Unlike other European princesses, Bea-
trix has managed to keep her private
life private, and despite gossip column=
ists who link her with possible suitors
—including England's young Duke of
Kent—so far Beatrix's major emotional
commitment is to her job. -

This is a job she has trained for ever
since it became apparent that she would
inherit the throne. Her education has
combined serious study and mixing
with her future subjects. Her parents,
rather than isolate her among tutors,
sent Beatrix to a small public school
near the palace.

After high school, Beatrix enrolled
at the University of Leyden, majoring
in political science and parliamentary
government. She made it clear she
would accept no privileges because of
her rank, and is genuinely earning her
doctorate. “I hope I may not be the
last Queen of Holland,” she once told
a friend, “but if I am, at least I am de-
termined to be a good one," perhaps
unconsciously echoing the words of
Victoria when told she had become
Queen of England: “I will be good.
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Riding unusual conveyances is part of Beatrix's job.
Above, she waits to go aloft in helicopter, and at
right, joins her mother, Queen Elizabeth and party
on a traveling crane over modelof a harbor project.

Princess. Beatrix inherits her love of sports from her parents. Like her father an enthusiastic
rider, she clears the bars with ease at a jumping contest. Almost every winter Beatrix and her
mother ski at St. Anton in the Austrian Alps, where she usually tries her skill on rough slopes.

Like most royalty, Beatrix spends much time making public appearances. At left she and Prince
Philip of England wave to crowds during Queen Elizabeth’s state visit to Holland, and ot right
she congratulates coptain of South African team at international women’s hockey meet.
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Suppose an unbeliever challenged
you to do so.

Being a sincere Christian, you
mighe reply: "I just know it is."
But that wouldn't be proof. It
would not be very convincing to
the unbeliever. And what would'a
skeptic say if you told him you
have the assurance of the Holy
Spirit? He might well ask why so
many Christians who claim this
do not agree on the meaning of
the Scriptures.

What real evidence could you
produce? Whar facts could you
present? Where could you find a
logical convincing answer?

Christ, of course, wrote nothing,
excepting on one occasion—and
then only in dust. All the original
manuscripts of the Bible have
vanished. The Bible itself does not
claim to be the Inspired and com-
plete word of God. Our Lord did
not say that His teachings would
be found in a book. On what au-
thority, then, can we be sure about
the Bible?

The answer is, of course, that.

the only living authority is the
Catholic Church...the Apostolic
Church, .. the Church whose tra-
ditions, beginning with Peter, bear
reliable witness down the pachway
of time from Christ to this very
moment. The Bible cannot prove
by its own text that it is inspired.
But the Catholic Church can prove
this.

Out of the first century, the
Church can call up such witnesses
as Polycarp (80 A.D.), whose ap-
pointment as Bishop of Smyrma
came personally from John the
Apostle, or Ignatius of Antioch,
who died about 107 A.D. It can
present the testimony of such
second-century writers as Clement
of Alexandria, Irenaeus, Tercullian
and Origen; and from the third
and fourth centuries Cyprian and
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“But Can YOU Prove

The Bible Is Tr
-

Ambrose and Eusebius and Cyril,
and many others.

All these bear witness to the
vital importance of the Apostolic
tradition. All testify chat the Scrip-
tures were entrusted to the Church
...that the Church is their pre-
server and interpreter . ., that they
must, as Clement said, be inter-
preted "according to the Church's
rule.,” Writing in the second cen-
tury about Polycarp, who lived in
the first, Irenaeus said: "The
things which he had learned from
the Apostles he uniformly taughe
and delivered to the Church, and
these things alone are true,”

The Catholic Church was
preaching the Gospel of Christ
years before the last book of the
Bible was written . .. cemturies be-
fore its writings were combined
into a single book ... nearly 1,500
years before the Bible gained
world-wide distribution. If you
want to know more about the
Church and the earliest followers
of Jesus Christ ... . if you want con-
vincing proof to support your
Christian convictions. , . write to-
day for our free pamphlet giving
a zricf but dramacic story in the
words of the fourth-century his-
torian, Eusebius, It will be mailed
to you in a plain wrapper; nobody
will call on you. Ask for Pamphlet
No. FM-45.
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Live your

‘““golden years”
without laxatives

Growing older doesn’t mean you have
to take lnxatives or “bulks™ that work
unnaturally, uncomfortably! Take
new RequtoL, It's not a laxative, yet
it restores regularity as no laxative
can. ReGutol simply makes the mois-
ture in your colon keep waste sofr
for easy, normal elimination. Hospi-

tal-proved...safe, D ol
nothabit-forming. « 5
Try Recuror. 30
tablets,only $1.00,




