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Fort

FaciIinB—uiII as
Settlers Arrive
In Larger Groups

By MARY L. BAGLEY

During the summer of 1853
there was considerable trou-
ble between the Indians and
the settlers and because of
this Captain Alden fmd his
men from Yreka, Calif., built
a fort on Jacob Wagner's
place, now known as Talent,
to protect the people.

It was also at tHis time that
the early ettlers hegan to ar-
rive in substantial numbers,
the largest of the wagon
trains being the Lupton train,
which arrived at Ft. Wagner
Aug. 30, 1853, under the guid-
ance of Major Lupton, who
was later killed by Indians
at Rogue river.

There were 60 wagons in
the train =nd people and
stock in proportion. In spite
of the Indian trouble, the pio-
neers were favorably im-
pressed with what they saw.
The bunch grass was almost
waist high all over the prai-
rie and Jacob Wagner had a
small garden which yielded
immensely. The garden con-
sisted of potatoes, melons, on-
ions and tomatoes which he
sold to the :mmigrants.
Trouble Subsides

The Indian trouble soon
subsided, because at the time
immigrants were arriving
Gen. Joseph Lane with volun-
teers from the Willamette

_wvalley also arrived, resulting
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in the Table Rock treaty of
Sept. 10, 1833.

One of the families to ar-
rive at this time was the John
Bee.on family who settled in
the vicinity of Ft. Wagner.
Part of the Beeson farm is
owned by Anna Beeson Car-
ter and Everett Beeson, who
are descendanis of John
Beeson.

Two months after the Lup-
{on train reached Ft. Wagner,
the Royal train arrived led
by the Rev. William Royal.
This train was known as the
Preacher’s train, as it consist-
ed mostly of ministers and
church members. As soon as
the train arrived Mr. Royal
let it be known that he wish-
ed fo hold a meeting.

Account of Service
In the “Talent News” dated
Oct. 1, 1892, Welborn Beeson
gave an actount of this
church service: “A message
was sent around among the
settlers far and nesr that a
meeting wo':ld be held on the
following Sunday at the Wal-
ton cahlin (the old Ed Ross
place on Wagner Cieek rd.).
It was something new in the
history of the Rogue River
valley and everybody came,
mostly on horseback, a few
with ox teams. The men came
with their spurs ¢'anging and
pistels and knives belted to
their waists. The meeting was
held in the shade of a wide
spreading nak.
“Rev. Royal then delivered
a sermon. It was probably the
first sermon that the sturdy
pioneers had heard since they
left their far away home in
the East. and although many
of them had had hard experi-
ence ang were rough in ex-
terior appearance, when the
good old man called for as-
sistance to build a church edi-
fice somewhere in the valley,
the ‘bovs’ chipped in $20 gold
. pieces faster than dimes are
" put in at the present time.”
The Stearns wagon .rrived
a few weeks after the Preach-
er's train. The Stearns outfit
was composed of the Rev.
John Stearns a Baptist min-
. ister and his sons and daugh-
" ters and their children and a
brother, Avery P. Stearns,
who was the first probate
judge of Jacksonville.
Family Group )
There were 28 members in
° this family and the wagon
- train wa: strictly a family
group until the end of the
journey when they were
joined by several more wag-
ons. Mr. Stearns preached his
. sermon in the Walton cabin
a few Sunday- later than Mr.
~ Royal. -
" Orson Stearns reported on
his arrival as follows: “We
camped near the Jacob Wag-
ner claim. The following day
David Stearn- traded a wagon
valued at $200.00 for 100
hills of potatoes and dug them
himself. They were able to
sell part of these for 25 cents
a pound . nd the rest fed the
family for the entire winter.
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“All groceries and meats,

were scarce wnd high, except
beef. wiich was ‘rom 30 to
35 cents per pound. No flour-
ing mills were in tre valley
as very little wheat had been
raised and that sold at $10.00
to $12.00 per bushel and
could ba had only Ilor seed.
Squashes, pumpkins and tur-
nips as well as potatoes were

mixed with flour to make
- pread and several varieties

- of vegetables, beans, peas and
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EARLY SAWMILL — The saw mill shown
above, which operated between 1885 and
1890, was owned by Bill Abboit and was

+ steam powered. It was one of the first mills

early setiler

EARLY SETTLER - John Robinson, an
of the Talent and Wagner
creek area, built this house in 1866 to re-
place a log cabin. It was on a donation land
grant. The boards and other work neces-

tion.

<~ in-ennstruction was done by hand and
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WAGNER CREEK - This is a general view
of the Wagner creek area where many early
pioneers of Jackson county settled. Not far

in the county, and was located about five
miles up Wagner creek from Talent. The
company used only pine logs at the mill.
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nailed with square nails. The house still
stands on Wagner Creek rd. Ormy Good-
ard of Talent loaned the picture of the Rob-
inson house and the sawmill for reproduc-

on the Jacob

from the above area, Captain Alden and his

corn were used to make cof-

fee.”
111 Prepared

The first New Years' day
found some of the newly ar-
rived immigrants ill prepared
for the weather. Snow cover-
ed the ground over fwo feet
deep.

Fortunately wild game
came close to the cabins and
the settlers were able to ob-
tain meat. When later on a
pack train of mules arrived
from the Willamette, loaded
with groer ‘es the settlers
were glad to exchange gold
dust for salt at an even trade,
putting geold Just into one
place of "he scales and bal-
ancing it with salt on the
other.

John B. Wrisley, with his
family wore at Tt. V.agner
that winter and there his
daughter, Alice, was born.
She was the first white girl
tfo ke born in Jackson county.
She married Carlos Geddard,
the _reat uncle of Oirmy God-
dard, who still lives on Wag-
ner creek.

According to the records
angd stories fold by the early
settlers of Fi. Wagner, this
community could cl»im many
first in- the history of Jack-
son county.

First School House

0. A. Siearns wrote as fol- | brought them eight

blocks left from the-splitting
of the shakes with which it
was covered. One or two win-
dows on either side were
made with muslin cloth (flour
sacks).

“There was neither fire-
place nor stove, a2s it was
strictly a summer school.
Mary Hoffman was employed
to teach the first' term of
three months. There was a
fee of $10 collected for every
pupil and there were some 29
of these, by far the lafger
number of whom were near-
1v or auiite as old as the teach-
er. The scholars h-4 to de-

pend upon books as were |
the plains |

broyght across
with them, and they were of
all variet” s in use in the sev-

eral stntes, scarecly any two

families having the same se-
ries, but by using tact and
lending one fo another, our
teacher managed to get along
surprisingly well.”

Many “firsts” in the field
of agriculture are also credit-
ed to the settlers of Wagner
creek. Eli K. Anderson and
his brother, Firman, the first
to take donction land claims
in the area, sowe¢ wheat and
oats which they brought on
pack horses from Yamhill
county, and in 1833 they had
12 acres in wheat which
dollars

lows: “The first school house | per bushel. This wheat was

of which I have knowledge
was built by the early settlers
of Wagner creek section in
the summer of 1854. The
house was located on the
banks of Bear creek about
one-fourth mile northeast of

l

tramped out with caitle and
fanned with a sheet.
Sell Watermelons

Jacob Wagner sold potatoes
at 25 cents a pound and was
able to sell a wagon loadfef
watermelons in Tacksoaville

men ffd:;m Yreka, C

et Rk
., constructed a jort
Wagner property, which is

now known as Talent.

their family planted some
peach seeds in 1854 and “two
vears later some of the trees
bloomed: one peach reached
maturity and was an object
of much ruriosity, some peo-
ple roming 12 miles or more
to see it. My father was of-
fered $3.00 in gold for it, but
declined the offer, and the
peach was divided into seven
portions and <aten by the
members of the familyv. The
next vear, 1857, we had some
12 or 15 young trees in bear-
ing, and we sold peaches in
Jacksonville and in the mines
for 121: cents each or $1.50
per dozen.”

Welborn Beeson stated in
|the Talent News, Sept. 1,
1892: It was not long until
a few of the more enterpris-
ing of the settlers set out fruit
trees and in very shori time
it was proven that the fruits
of the temperate zone flour-
ished here. At a fair held in
Jacksonville in 1859, grapes,
peaches, apples and pears
were on exhibition in perfec-
tion. X
“The first grape cuttings
ever brought inin the Rogue
river came from ihe celebrat-
ed vine at the mission of San
Jose, Calif. ‘A gentleman by
the name of Wheat brought
three grape cuttings and two
apple trees tied on his saddle
from San .Jose to Wagner
creek where he sold the grape
cuttings for $5.00 and the
apple trees for two dollars
and fifty cents each.”

Plant Walnut Trees

The Stearns family also

planted some walnut trees,

where the town pf Talent now | for $200. Samuel Robison set | one of which still remains on
stands; it w-s about 13):32' In | out peach seeds in 1853 and | the Emmett Beeson place, and
size with a slab or penchion |is given credit for the first|is now more than 100 vears
floor. the cracks between the | peach orchard in Oregon.

logs were chinked with pine

According o Q. A. Stearns,

l old.
Feb. 1, 1893, Welborn Bee-

| began to send for them, di-

MONUMENT - Above is the

known ‘water right’ in Oregon
by the Oregon reclamation co
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son gave an account of travel
and the mail in the Talent
News:; “There was no U.S.
mail thiough this country for
several years after the pio-
neers had formed quite a set-
tlement. - We obtained our
communications as best we
could. It generally occupied
six months to receive answers
to our Jetters written ‘to the
girls we left behind us.’

“In “he spring of 1854 there
was a total eclipse of the sun;

that year, we knew nothing
about it. It took place about
10 o’clock in the morning on
a bright May day. People
were at their usua®! avocations
when all at once it began to
grow dark and yvet there were
no visible clouds.

“Capt. J. M. McCall came |
riding up and after consult-
ir g with him we came ‘o the
conclusion it was an eclipse,
which proved to be the rase
when our long delayed alma-
nacs arrived around Cape
Horn via the Sandwich
islands, which we had .rdered
in the fall before.

Garries Express

“Later on, C. C. Beekman
of Jacksonville began to car-
Ty express over the moun-
tains, making connection with
the outside world at Shasta
City. The price we paid for a
paper or book like Harpers
Weekly was one dollar, and
we were glad to get our let-
ters 2t any price.

“Wiliam Rockafellow (who
filed a claim adjoining Jacob
Wagner in 1853) roon had
what was called a passenger
pony-express and made regu-
lar trips carrying passengers
each way. It then became less
dangerous for the hitherto

CENTURY TREES — A walnut tree planted by the Stearns
family about 1854 on the property which is now the Emmett
Beeson place in Talent. The walnut trees were among the
first planted in Jackson county. The Siearns family also T
planted other fruit trees in the valley.

but having no almanacs for |,

-

monument marking the loca-

tion of the first irrigation system in this area. The bronze
plagque on the monument reads, in part, “1852, Jacob Wag-
ner diverted water for irrigation, establishing the first

.” The monument was erected
ngress in 1952.

oz
ol

Brooks-Scanlon
To Use Reservoir

Salem Pl — The state engi-
neer yesterday signed a lease
of the Tumalo resrvoir site to
Brooks-Scanlon of Bend.
Brooks-Scanlon proposes to
use the site for disposal of ma-
terials from its wood process-
ing plant in the Bend area.

Although the lease, which
runs for 99 years, covers the
entire area,of the old Tumalo
reservoir constructed 45 years
ago, it reserves for use of the
Tumalo irrigation distriet an
area of 173 acres in the upper
reservoir area.

The company may not dis-
pose of waste in this upper
area without specific approval
of the state engineer in writ-
ing.

'Wayne Bodi

Found Guilty

Corvallis—{IPl-Wayne Bodi,
20-yvear-old carpenter, was
found guilty Friday affernoon
of involuntary manslaughter
in connection with the death
of a four-month-old girl.

The jury of eight women
and four men deliberated four
hours.

Bodi had been accused of
striking the girl, Peggy Suysan
Smith.

Defense Attorney Arthur
Biggs said he cid not know if
he would seek a new trial.
Seniencing was scheduled for
next Wednesday. Bodi could
receive a maximum term of

lenely expressman.

“About this time. quife a
number of our mining popu-
lation. who had come alone,
and left their families behind,

recfing them 1o come via the
Isthmus, thence up to the Sac-
ramento river to Shasta City,
then take the mule or pony
train for Rogue river.”
Arrives in March

Jacob Wagner, who arrived
in March, 1852 is given credit
for establishing the first
known water right in Oregon,

There is a diversity cf opin-
jons as to the building of the
first saw nill, however, ac-
cording to O. A. Stearns who
wrote “I have alwa: s been of
the impression that the saw-
mill on Wagner creek, built

[15 years.
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Suspect Wanted
In Policeman’s
Slaying Caught

Salt Lake City — MPD — Alex
Robillard, 19, of Redwood
City, Calif., wanted in the gun
slaying of a policeman, was to
be returned to California this
week end by San Mateo Coun-
ty Sheriff Earl Whitmore, two
of his deputies and Redwood
City Police Chief Bill Faul-
stich.

The six-foot, red-haired fugi-
tive paved the way for his
quick return to California
when he waived extradition
here vesterday afternoon be-
fore City Judge Marcellus K.
Snow.

Robillard is wanted in con-

|nection with the slaying of a

Hillsborough, Calif., police-
man, whose bullet-punctured
body was, found lying beside
his patrol car on a remote San
Mateo county road about 20
miles soifth of San Francisco.
The 189-year-ld convicted
burglar was captured Friday
night by two detectives as he
slept in a downtown hotel
room. Robillard put up a fight
until he saw the arresting of-
ficer's guns and then surren-
dered quietly.

The youth has stedfastly
maintained that he did not
kill officer Gene Doran, 36,
although he admits being at
the scene of the crime. He also
told police that a .32-caliber
revolver found under his pil-
low was the weapon used to
kill the policeman, who was
the father of two teen-age
boys.

Robillard said the police-
man was shot “by _another
man.” The tight-lipped suspect
refused to elaborate on that
point. .

Infant Killed
In Car Wreck

Salem —{IPI- A six and one-
half month-old infant was
killed and six other persons
injured Friday afternoon in a
one-car accident about nine
miles north of Albany, state
police said.

Police identified the victim
as Kenneth Littke of Milwau-
kie. Also injured and hospi-
talized at Salem General hos-
pital were Donna Jean
Schultz, 39, of Portland and
Bobbieettee Littke, 24, of
Milwaukie.

Others injured in the acci-
dent were Mike Littke, 3; Ce-
lesta Schultz, 10; Patricia
Schultz, 4, and Cindy Schultz,
1. The four children were re-
ceiving treatment at a hospi-
tal in Albany.

The accident occurred
when the southbound ecar in
which they were riding
swerved into a shoulder along
Highway 99, went into a ditch
and rolled over several times.

ner Gives Talent Area Protectio

Balmoral, Srotland Pl A
country doctor this week end
began caring for expectant
Queen Elizabeth II at the
royal family’s vacation castlé
in Scotland.

The queen, whose preg-
nancy was announced Friday
at Buclkingham palace, was
shielded from the public eye
at Balmoral. But thousands of
congratulatory letters and tel-

from delighted subjects and
foreign dignitaries. The only
sour note came from the Com-
munist Daily Worker, which
wished the unborn baby well
but said it was “nauseated”
by the “‘torrent of gush.”
Elizabeth had a visit yester-
day from Dr. George Middle-
ton, the ph ‘cian in the near-
by village of Ballater who
serves as “royal doctor” when
the family is at Balmcral:
He will make daily trips ‘o
the castle as part of his
rounds.

‘Excellent Health’

The queen’s personal phy-
sician, Lord Evans, who pro-
nounced her “in excellent
health” Friday, is visiting
West Germany.

Middleton scheduled calls
on the queen, Prince Philip
and Prince Charles and Prin-'
cess Anne only as a “routine
arrangement.”

The queen, as usual, was
spending her time quietly at
Balmoral. She was expected
to go to church today in the
tiny village of Crathie.

President Eisenhower was
expected to travel to Balmo-
ral for lunch after he arrives
in Britain Aug. 28 for confer-
ences with Prime Minister
Harold Macmillan,

At the castle, the family
relaxes as much as possible,
but dinner is formal when
guests are present. The queen
wears an ev ning gown and
Prince Philip wears full High-
land dress, including black
velvet: jacket with —uffles, a

Vernon Larson
Takes State Post

Salem (Pl — Two new super-
visors of secondary education
— Ray B. Osburn, Elgin, and

tion-are now at work for the
state education department.

Osburn has been superin-
tendent-principal of Elgin pub-
lic schools for the past 13
years. Larson has been princi-
pal of Illinois Valley High
school since 1955.

Both men will work under
Dr. Willar Bear, assistant su-
perintendent in charge of in-
struction, and John Conway,
director of secondary educa-
tion. Their major duties will
pertain to state high school
standardization.

Vernon L. Larson, Cave Junc-| si;

Elizabeth Il Relaxes
At Castle in Scotland

kilt of the royal Stuart far-
tan, knee-length socks and
buckled shoes.

Canasta is a favorite after
dinner game, with jig saw
puzzles another pastime. -
The family traditionaily re-
mains at Balmoral until Oc-
tober. This year, the vacation
will afford ®lizabeth a chance
to rest from the rigors of a
six-week Canadian tour,

egrams were arriving for her |iwhich she undertook even in

the uncomfortable early stag-
es of pregnancy.

Fashion-ge Flash

Direct for the fashion pages
—the dashing, dramatic suit-
dress that’s fall’'s top news!
Easy-sew jacket has no waist
seams—cineh with belt. Choose
tweedy rayon, cotton, wool.
Tomorrow's pattern: Half-size

p.
Printed Pattern 9405: Miss-
es' Sizes 10, 12, 14, 16, 18.
Size 16 takes 43& yards 39-
inch fabric.

Printed directions on each
pattern part. Easier, accurate.

Send FIFTY CENTS (coins)
for this pattern—add 10 cents
for each pattern for first-
class mailing. Send to Marian
Martin, Medford Mail Tribune
Pattern Dept., 232 West 18th
st.,, New York 11, N.Y. Print
plainly NAME, ADDRESS
with ZONE, SIZE and STYLE
NUMEBER.

| FORGET THE RED TAPE

London (Pl — When Megis-
trate E. R. Guest fined a de-i
fendant 5'2 pence (about six'l
cents) for siealing that same
amount from a news stand,
the chief ¢l erk complained.
The halfpenny would compli-
cate his bookkeeping, he pro-
tested. Magistrate Guest reach-
ed info his pocket and handed
the clerk a halfpenny coin.

ever, their judgl"l":ent concern-
ing the agricultural possibili-
ties of the community has
proven to be correct, as the
many of acres of peaches,
pears, plums and berries at-
test.

by Granville Nayvlor and
Lockwood Little and a doctor,
was the first, and that Milton
Lindley at Gasburg second, |
but some claim the sawmill
built by the Emery brothers
at Ashland was first, How-
ever, all three of these saw-
mills were erected very early
and were runnin; in 1B854.
None of them co 1ld saw much
more in a day than two good
whip savyers.”

Many changes have taken
place in the hundred years |
since the early pioneers set-

tled around Ft. Wagner, Low-

CORN REMOVER
Gives instant relief from pain and pesi
tively removes hard corns, soft corme
between the toes, collouses, warm,
paopillomas, club noils. It contains sev-
eral different oils that soften, loceen
and doe: not couse the irritation as
do strong ocid mixtures. When ofl
others hove failed try this ome. Try
our Bunion Relief, which relieves
pain, ioreness, swelling first or second
opplication  Both remedies sold om
maney bock guarantes.
. Exclusively at

WESTERN THRIFT

the beautiful interior. See the speciull} designed chapel and family.
room, the new pews and the large piciure window. A beautiful setting
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We Invite You...

to drive out to Hillcrest Memorial Park and inspect the NEW CONGER-
MORRIS CHAPEL. We want you to see the attractive building located high
above the valley in a quiet non-residential area. We want you to inspect ’

|

for the memorial service.

Bill Driscoll, manager

Phone SP 3-6162 o
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