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Massachusetts Town Glad To Be Rid of

Editor's note: ManesSBont mad
Iabor are locked in a ﬂﬁ
battle in the South's textils 108us
try. The actual ghung is @uq]
done in Hendeppn, N.C., $gose
the TWUA and the Harrigi§en-
derson Cotton Mills. What @ogl thily
look like to a town considgréd tha
“breeding place” of textile unio@ef
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ground” before Worid War 1.
In those years, it was the
largesat woolen and worsted
center in the world.

Today, not 8 major mill s
left. Lawrence does not want
them back.

This city of 76,000 is close
to completing an eight - Year
recovery program. At a peak,
textile mills here employed
§0,000 persons. When the last
of its major textile mills fold-
ed in 19352, the town plunged
ints a depression,

More than 25,000 were un-
employed. What followed was
a program of diversification
which hss brought in more
than 70 different firmas with
more than 20,000 jobs.

Unemployment now is down
to 35,000, with many of the
unemployéd being listed as
"chcronic jobless.”
Other Sitills Evident

There are plenty of skilled
former textile workers
around, doing a variety of
The younger group,
many of them women who
were highly-skilled menders,
have moved into new jobs.
The sprawling Westinghouse
plants in the area%ook several
thousand. and- later reported
the women menders were
“very qufck” to pick up the
dexterity needed for assem-
bling small parts.
Most of the older textile
workeras, the veteran loom
specialisis, retired. The mid-
dle ege group took anything
i# eould £ind. They are run-
fing elevators, working as
Janitors, driving taxis.
Msyor Thomas J. Buckley,
key figure in the city’s amaz-
ing “operation bootstrap” re-
eovery program, admits Law-
rence might accept new tex-
tile industry if it was forth-
coming, but with one big
qualification.
Buckley, who himself work-
ed in the mills a3 a boy, said,
“We would take any good

i ooy s Loa

firm,” heavily emphasizing
the “good.”

Another Officlal Agrees

John P. O'Malley, full-time
director of the city's indus-
trial redevelopment commit-
tee, agrees.

“We have a more stable
industry now, & more diversi-
fied economy. Our economy
now overrides strikes and we
don't have any of them.

*“Our unemployed today are
mostly unskilled workers. If
s skilled man is walking the
sireets today, there's some-
thing wrong with him.”

Ralph D. Arivelle, business
agent of the Jlocal Textile
Workers of America AFL-CIO
Union sums up in two expres-
sive words and a shrug:

“What's left?

“] know what's happening
in the South. It happened
here. A company gives wage
increases, It feels it should
get increased production,
Southern Manufacturers rec-
ognite organized workers
have more chance of gaining
through organization. They
celled it ‘encroachment’ here,
The companies feel they
should fight unions. They fear
them. But the ynion only goes
in for what it feels the work-
e? need and deserve. Thatls
all there is to it”

VUsisa Breeding Ground

Labor organirations used

Lawtence as a textile union
breeding ground before World
War I. Workers struck for the
firgt time-in 1912, following
organization by the Industrial
Workers of the World.
One woman was killed
when police fired on s mob
at the height of & violent
sevaen .- month strike. The
workers won a major victory
and for the first time estab-
lished collective bargaining in
the industry.

The second major Lawrence
was in 1919, It lasted »ix
weeks. Workers struck, seek-
ing pay hikes of 12.5 per cent.
The mills eventually paid in-
creases of 25 to 35 per cent.
Workers won all concessions
in & brief 192] strike.

The biggest walkouts came
ia 1931. In February, the mill

-Textile Industry; Doesn’t Want It Back

hands returned after s short
sirike In which nothing was
gained.
Workers Lost Btrike

In October, in protest
against wage cuts, the work-
ers joined the National Tex-
tile Workers Union. Manu-
facturers, who had agreed to
early demands, refused any
concessions after the workers’
demanded even more. The
strikers finally returned to
work without any concessions
at all and soon were given
another 10 per cent cut.

terioration of Lawrence's tex-
tile industry began. It was
gradual, brought on by rising
costs and increasing compe-
tition, mostly from overseas
but also from the South. Com-
peting mills with lower costs
were able to wundercut the
Lawrence mill prices and
gradually force them out of
business. .

- Most of the region's largest
mills did not transfer to the
South. They were liquidated
on the spot.

Mill machinery including
thousands of looms were left
here. Much of the equipment,
too old to save, has been
sledged to scrap metal — a
mute, rusting reminder of
what once was the textile in-
dustry in Lawrence.

Portland Set for
Rose Festival,
Centennial Show

Portland — UPD — The city of
Portland was just about all
set today for its Rose Festival
and this year's added attrae-
tion-the 100-day Oregon Cen-
tennial Exposition.

Next Wednesday is the key
day for both events. That's the
day the queen of the 19359
Rose Festival will be crown-
ed and also the day for the
opening of the Centennial Ex-
position in north Portland.

The Rose Festival this year
again will feature the South-
west Park blocks center. The
fun-filled Merrykhana parade
will start things off Tuesday
night with the grand floral
parade on Saturday, June 13.
High Noon Opening

But the one they're really
talking about iz the Centen-
nial Exposition.

At high noon next Wednes-
day Gov. Mark Hatfield will
press a button, a rocket burst
will be touched off and there
will be a 100-gun salute.

The old P-I buildin: south

'of the Interstate bridge was

converted into the Centennial
center. And officials today
pronounced all major con-
struction work completed.

“We're in the cleanup
stage,” said John Hyatt, Expo-
sition operations director.
“Not even the weather can
stop us now,” he said.
Muzral Left Alone

They're calling the Centen-
nial Exposition the biggest
show on the West Coast since
the San Francisco World's
Fair.

The Centennial Commission
has decided to leave a 500-foot
mural done by a local studio
as it is. Some had objected
that it was too drab; but
others preferred the subdued
colors. It's located on the east
end of the main building.

As for rain, the Commission
is prepared. It brought $30,000
worth of rain insurance
Wednesday. If one-tenth of an
inch of rain should fall in
Portland between 10 a.m. and
4 p.m. either Friday, Satur-
day or Sunday of the opening
week the state would get $10.-
000 for each day it happened.

Portland-TP)-The Bureau of
Land Management said today
a weed for which there are
no known methods of control
has invaded Malheur and
Baker counties in eastern
Oregon. The weed is called

Medusa-head tyegrass.

_

(]

Ivapigs neods

Graduation

Gifts and Cards

.~ LARGE SELECTION
See Our Graduation Gift Tables

Against this backdrop, de-|

ICE TRAYS 99¢ ea.

Come in .. . . toke advantage of
this value and see @ Frigidaire
FROST-PROOF demonstration.

efficiency!

.. . In FRIGIDAIRE FROST-
PROOF FOOD FREEZERS!

And lookl . . . food's easy %o freexs,
easy e siore, sasy o findl

® $lide-Out Boskot for bulhy

® Quick frenzing throughour stk
©® 3-Yoor Pood Speilage Wor-

with Frast-Proof Forced Air

t for watching
@ demonstration of

aidaire Avoli Cosling vanty plus 1Veor Produet
‘ :’L‘m';' :’::'"':,': ® Fire big doorshoives and  Warreaty plus 4-Tour Pr-
Mbil vice-Con Dispemser toctien Plan

Yours for only *4.11 a week

*489"

—16 cu. fr.—with your freezer, not over 10 years old
of popular moke and In goed eoperating cendition.
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New, all new Frigidaire 30" Deluxe Range  ’;

With Frigidaire’s — Amazing —

"PULL ‘N CLEAN" OVEN

COOKING WITHOUT SLAVINGI The exclusive Frigidaire Oven actually
PULLS OUT, full length, so you can wipe it clean standing up—as easy
as cleaning the top of your range.

NO MORE DOWN - O - KNEES OVEN
SCRUBBING! No more door dodging,
stretching and bending . . . and it cuts
cleaning time in halfi

AND LOOK AT THE LOW, LOW PRICE ot

1 0 which you can buy this range with your
SR trade-in!
T e > - ’
$10,000 st PRIZE!
Over 200 other prizes!

Come 1n tomaoarrow for .
— with yous olocivia
rongs, ool over 7 yeare
oid, of popuiar make ood

1992

@ Autematis Cook-Master — foty you esek avea mesls
without watching.

©® & Radiantubs Surface Unite with remevable drip bavwl
for at-sink claaning.

your official entry blank

WONDERFUL
EXTRAS, 700!
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Introducing a Revolution in Refriger.

LEONARD ELECTRI

" The Frigidaire “FROST-PROOF” Principle

w2\ 32NN soever! No frost in the refrigerator section . . . no
'méin AIIE\OﬁI(KUlE frost in the freezer section. And, no frost in Frigi-

daire FROST-PROOF freezers. That means NO DE-
FROSTING. . . no frost-locked foods . . . ne frest
cover-up of labels . . . no frost to ateal space or cut

FREELING _[No
WITHOUT FROSTING

® T-day storage without freezing for @ 1-Yeor
moot frosh meats in new Mast Tonder tion Plan

‘469""
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BREAKS THE AINAL FROST BARRIER . .

with “Freezing without Frostin

The “FROST-PROOF” principle is NOT just aute= . [
matic defrosting. It means NO Frost Build-up what-

| s SMALE, wui
| 178 MEW!
| The first r@l advancement
i : ,%::::. %& freezing began.

LOW PRICES!

oSt
DE—FPST

... in Frigidaire Frost-Proof
REFRIGERATOR-FREEZERS!

And look . . . mest-wanted refrigerator featurasi
® 95.1b. capscity separste - door Zere- @ “FlipQuick” 1o3-Bjebr (900 instant
Zona Froener les Sorven

Warsnty i $Yaw Protec-

Yours for only $3.94 a weeko

—with your refrigerstor, n® over 10 years) old of
popuiar make eond in gwé ope l'IIrt.jdl_'hlg condition.

. Model ROP-38.58 0

® Super-Fast Spead-Ment Unit.
® Migh Speed Broiling—breils extra fout.

LEONARD ELECTRIC CO.

309 EAST MAIN © Medford’s Leading Appliance Deaier for the Past 27 Years
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- NOTHING'
"DOWN

On Approved Credit




