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As today I was reading “The
Letters of Olive Schreiner”
(Little, Brown, 1924) I found
a remarkable description of
such a seizure experienced by
her. In most ways she was

rending me with the ery.
Funny, wasn’t it? And yet,
you know, I felt more peace-
ful afterward as if that, just
once, for a moment absolute-
ly letting oneself go, re-
lieved one.”
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monly called “nibblers” occu-| jt dulled them by nibbling
py a rather unique position | through tough materials.

in the world of living things. So Nature came up with a
One reason i’t l:gc‘““b:!}]lefe clever tooth design that ac-
are so many of them, both In| .,/ iches the sharpening
number of species as well as process regularly and con-

in individuals in each species. stantly. The front edges of a

But one of these probably | rodent’s teeth are harder than
would survive if all other life | the pack section. This softer,

on this planet were destroyed. | rear part wears away faster

SHOE MART B &
Medford’s Newest Family : & ;

Shoe Store - }
£

Shoes Direct from
Factory to You!

Jati "
National Brands! N Y 2

i TELEVISION PROGRAMS

The following TV breadcast log is printed as 3 free public service
for the Mail Tribune's readers and TV viewers. Schedule changes are

It's a little tough to “take”
but the common rat probably
will out-survive us all. His

than the harder, front part,
thereby always leaving a keen
cutting edge. Sort of clever,
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10:30—Search
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ti:50—Feature File a&—gporxsmgn
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over the world. He and some
of his “nibbler” friends have
adjusted to mankind. The rat
thrives by living among us.
200 Species

Classed as “rodents” the
“nibblers” number nearly 200
separate species in North
America alone; nearly 400 in
the entire world. These are
the animals familiar to every-
body; the squirrels, rabbits,
beavers, chipmunks, rats,
mice, porcupines, woodchucks
and a host of others. These
gnawing and nibbling mam-
mals are busy chewing and
munching as long as they live
on seeds, fruits, grain and
nuts. |

In some classifications the’:

ground mole is classed with
| the rodents but not correctly, |
| as the mole is purely an in-|
sect eater. The bat, too, is an
insect eating mammal and
could hardly be considered to
be a rodent even though the
little creatures do look like a
mouse with wings.
Chisel-Like Teeth

The true rodents have a
peculiar dental characteristic
which immediately places
them in the nibbler class. The |
front teeth of the rodent are|
chisel-like, dcsigned for cut-|
ting. A squirrel couldn’t open !

too, Nature went a little fur-
ther by imparting to the ro-
denfs a set of teeth that al-
ways keeps on growing.
There's just one drawback
to the entire plan; one point
where the whole deal can
backfire. If the “nibbler”

stops gnawing, by eating only |
soft foods, the teeth don’t|

know enough to stop growing

and eventually they become

so long the animal couldn't
close its mouth. Then it could
starve fo death in a land of
plenty. Even the “nibblers”
have their problems.

(Released by The Register and
Tribune Syndicate, 1959)

{ BEAR POPULATION DROPS
{ Knoxville, Tenn. — TPD - Ar-|
t thur Stupka, head park natur- |
' alist, said Wednesday there

will be fewer bears in the
Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park this summer. Stup-
ka said about 100 bears were

killed when they wandered |

out of the park.
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