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Doctors Should

Be Prepared To

Treat Snake Bite
Chicago --(Science Service)-Summ- er

is the season for in-

creased outdoor activities
and snake bites.

The number of such vic-
tims may increase as outdoor
activities such as camping be-

come more popular, two Phil-
adelphia physicians warned
here. .

Most cases of snake bite oc-

cur in the southern and south-
western states where there are
more snakes and the condi-
tions favor greater exposure.
However, all states except
Maine and Alaska harbor
poisonous snakes.
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Must Be Prepared
Therefore, air physicians

must be prepared to treat
poisonous snake bites, . Drs.
Thomas McCreary and Har-
old Wurzel of the Hospital of
the University of Pennsyl-
vania, reminded colleagues in
the Journal of the American
Medical association.

As many as 3,000 --snake
bites per year have been es-

timated for the United States
alone. Only 10 to 20 of these
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There are at least 35 spe-
cies or subspecies of poison-
ous snakes in this country,
the doctors pointed out. Most
of these are pit vipers or Cro-talida- e,

which include the
many species of rattlers, the
copperhead and the cotton-mout-h

or water moccasin. The
coral snake, found in southern
states, is a relative of the co-

bra and is not a pit viper.
Not Aggressive

The Crotalidae are "gener-

ally nocturnal in their habits
and are dangerous whether
on land or in water. Yet, they
are not aggressive and only
strike for food or in self de-

fense. .

The doctors listed a num-
ber of factors that affect the
seriousness of a snake bite.
They include:

1. Age; the young and old
are more susceptible to ser-
ious aftermath.

2. Site of the bite; snake
bites are less dangerous on an
extremity than near a vital
organ.

3. Earjy treatment; the
earlier, the better.

Their advice for the victim
that is bitten far from a doc-

tor's office includes the appli-
cation of a tourniquet (to close
off the superficial lymphat-
ics to lessen the spread of the
venom); incision and suction
at the site of the bite, and a
dose of antivenin from a phys-
ician when available.
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Space Pioneer

Role Appealing
Washington (Science Ser-

vice) - Suppose the National
Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration had chosen you
to be one of 110 candidates
for the job of riding the first
manned satellite into black,
empty, silent, star-studd-

space. How would you have
felt?

This happened to 110 care
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Nearly 80 per cent of the
men said they would like to
try for the job, NASA's
chief, Dr. T. Keith Glennan,
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Elizabeth B. Wheat, switched li-

cense plate, S30.
Vernon F. Copeland. truck speed-

ing, $15: overload, $109.
William E. McCracken, over-widt- h,

$6.
Loyd E. Jones, possession of un-

dersized trout, $30.
Vernon R. Shroy, overload. $59.
Wilford R. Walker, parked in pro-

hibited area, $6.
John F. Zimmerlee. overwidth. $6.
Kenneth R. Kumasawa. violation

of basic rule. $15.
Dona L. Glasscock, passing with-

out clearance, $15.
Robert Selby, violation of basic

rule, $15.
Gary L. Sharp, overload. $69.

Lynn C. Rietxnan. ' unnecessary
noise, $15.

CIRCUIT COURT
Wilma Corrine Hinz vs. ByronFrederick Hinz, divorce decree.
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Sheldon Gillies. Westport. Conn,
and Judith Florence Buchman. Sao,
Francisco, Calif.


