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8 their skin. The
average one
of the patients
| had 15 moles,
none of which |
Dr. Alvarez located on the
feet or the genitalia. When a
study was made of 1,225 pa-
tients with the black moles,
or so-called melanomas, which
often cause serious trouble,
many were found on the soles
of the feet and on the genitals.
What this means is- that
anyone who has a black mole
on his feet or genitals ought
to have it removed. These
black moles occur most often
on the skin of blonds or per-
sons with a sandy complexion,
red hair, and a tendency to
freckles, Dr. Pack and his as
sociates urge all people of this
complexion to get their black
moles cut out before they be-
gin to give trouble. They
should be removed, also, from
infants and children.
Sometimes a pigmented
mole will remain quiet for
years, and then it will grow
bigger and darker, and it may
ulcerate a bit or bleed or hurt.
This generally means that
trouble is starting. Sometimes
by then it is too late to get
the thing all out. Already it
may have scattered through
the body. Often the black
moles don’t show up in child-
ren until after puberty. For-
tunately, there are some dark
pigmented moles which don't
change into cancer, but one
cannot always tell them from
the other type even with the
help of a microscope. Young
women, when pregnant can
have a bad flare-up of a black
mole. At the great Memorial
Cancer Center in New York
it was found that between the
vears 1917 and 1945, 21.4 per
cent of the patienis treated |
for flare-ups of black moles|
staved well. During the last|
few years the percentage of
cures has gone up fo 39.1.
Snakebite
During my many years of
traveling through the Sierras
of California, I was often im-
pressed with the fact that, al-
though my companions and I
met many a rattlesnake, we
rarely had a dangerous brush |
with one. I once nearly step-
ped on a big fellow but he
rattled and warned me in
time. We practically never
heard of or met with amyone
who had been bitten or had
known personally a person
who had been bitten. In all
of my many years of medical
life I have seen only one man
who was bitten by a rattler,
and he was a professional rat-
tlesnake catcher who sold
rattlesnake bile to Chinese
] herb doclors for large sums.
He was foolish enough to|
reach down into a bag to pick
out a snake that he had
caught. He surely was asking
for trouble and he got it. Af-
ter the bite, he had a nasty
black swelling of one of his
fingers, but aside from this he
didn't seem to be any the
worse for wear. I was just
reading an interesting article
by Drs. H. M. Parrish and E.
B. Pollard, who say that it
has been estimated that each
vear in the United States from
2.000 to 3.000 persons are bit-
ten by poisonous snakes. That
the mortality is not high is
shown by the fact that in the
period from 1950 to 1954
there were only 71 reported
deaths from snake bites. In
this country, most of the dan-
gerous bites are inflicted by
the pit vipers, which include
the rattlesnake, the moccasin,
the copperhead and the cot-
- tonmouth.
Cases Reported |
The remarkable thing that
Drs. Parrish and Pollard have]
now done is to report the|
cases of 14 persons who were
repeatedly bitten by snakes.
Opne was bitten 12 times,
another 10 times, two had six
bites, one had five bites, three
had four bites* one had three
bites and five had two bites!
They were all either profes-
sional herpetologists (students
of snakes), or snake-handlers,

ild animal dealers, or bi :
Yogists. Usally they Sot bitien COLOR
. on the fingers or thumbs or
forearms or hands or legs. and WARMTH
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have a finger of thumb ampu-
tated because of the gangrene
that followed a severe bite.
!_\"one of these people appear-
ed to have become so im-
munized against snake venom
that their second or third bite
would do them little harm. In
many cases the bite was not
severe because the snake was
small. Usually, there was some
shock, nausea, vomiting and
giddiness, a little fever, a
rapid, thready pulse, occas-




