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Small Worlds
Around Us

Lynn M. Watkins

The Woodchuck Overeais
So He Can Oversleep

All this summer, on some
sunny hillside or at the edgs
of a meadow, a woodchuck
will feed and grow fat. In-
stinctively he knows that he
must eat all the clover or oth-
er forage he can get. Obesity
is a necessary part of his plan,
a means of survival. His body
must adapt itself to a long
and continued fast. When the
frosts of fall wither the grass
and chill the air, this animal
-must take one last look at the
beloved hillside and familiar
fields, then seek deep silence
and safety at the deepest gal-
lery of an underground den.

TV Award Winner
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Win top rating for good
taste with this Juxurious TV
cover in your favorite pine-
apple design.

Easy to crochet—pretty to
display. Pattern 7339: direc-
tions for TV cover 22 inches
in No. 50 cotton, 25 incles in
No. 30; or 38-inch cloth in
string. Y

Send THIRTY-FIVE cents
(coins) for this pattern—add 5
cents for each pattern for 1st-
class mailing. Send to Med-
ford Mail Tribune, Household
Arts Dept., P.O. Box 168, Old
Chelsea Station, New York
11, N.Y. Print plainly NAME,
ADDRESS, PATTERN NUM-
BER.

Our 1959 ALICE BROOKS
Needlecraft Catalog has many
lovely designs to order: cro-
cheting, knitting, embroidery,
quilts, dolls, weaving. A spe-
cial gift in the catalog to keep
a child happily occupied—a
cutout doll and clothes to
color. Send 25 cents for your
copy of the book.

Outside, the cold mnorth
wind whips across the brown
fields. The snow comes, and
the bitter cold. Deep in the
hillside the woodchuck curls
up and goes to sleep-the deep,
insensible sleep of hiberna-
tion. The body temperature
drops. The heart action slows
almost to a complete stop. All
normal body functions cease,
or if they continue at all, at a
much reduced rate. Life itself
in this hibernating animal
reaches a low ebb. Hiberna-
tion has puzzled the scientific
mind for many years.

Many Theories

Many are the theories ad-
vanced to explain the “‘sleepy”
animal who snoozes the long
winter months away. Some
serious thinkers claim hiber-
nation is caused by a gland or
duct; some say the pituitary
gland triggers the action. But
the removal of the gland re-
sults only in the ‘“falling” of
the animal's hair, or some
other incidental effect. The
urge to hibernate is left still
as strong as ever. Other scien-
tists suspect lack of food,
changing of light values, drop-
ping temperatures, or any of
dozens of less obvious rea-
sons. Some even say the wood-
chuck is just naturally “lazy,”
or a dedicated “sleepyhead.”

The eastern groundhog, or
woodchuck was once plentiful
throughout much of the east
and middle west. They are
short, squat, heavy-set animals
with a blunt nose and a short
tail. They are rodents, mem-
bers of the ground squirrel
family, related closely to the
marmots.

Hunted

Woodchucks are hunted
constantly. It is remarkable
that any of them survive. He
is the only animal who has a
separate day on the calendar
marked off for him-ground-
hog day-the day when the
sleepy animal is supposed to
sally forth to see whether or
not he can detect a shadow of
himself on the cold ground.
By now he has lost much of
his stored fat. What he wants
to do is to begin again to build
up another layer of fat to car-
ry him through another long
sleep. It's the silly process of
over-eating so that he can ov-
ersleep, come another cold
winter, with planned, desired
obesity. -

(Released by The Register
and Tribune Syndicate, 1359)

MEASURING INFLATION
New York — (UPD — Want to
know how much your 1958
earnings are worth in ferms
of the 1947-49 U.S. dollar?
When you receive your an-
nual withholding statement,

just take the gross and divide
it by whatever consumer
price index is reported by the
government for the current
month.

Week's Sewing Buy

10-20

Playsuit or dress-two fash-
ions in one—thanks to the on-
or-off role of the skirt. Begin-
ner-easy to sew—choose pique
or denim with contrast trim.
Tomorrow's pattern: Half-
sizer.

Printed pattern 9257: Misses’
sizes 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20.
Size 16 playsuit takes 212
yards 35-inch fabric; skirt 314
yards.

Printed directions on each
pattern part. Easier, accurate.

Send FIFTY CENTS (coins)
for this pattern-add 10 cents
for each pattern for first-class
mailing. Send to Marian Mar-
tin, Medford Mail Tribune,
Pattern Dept., 232 West 18tn
st., New York 11, N.Y. Print
plainly NAME, ADDRESS
with SIZE and STYLE NUM-
BER.

New York-[UPI-In 1909, the
year the Model T Ford was
introduced, there were more
than 200 auto manufacturers
—working mostly out of ga-
rages and blacksmith shops.
Price tags on “horseless car-
riages” in those days ranged
from around $250 for a one-
cylinder to $7,500 for a six-
cylinder model.
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Lawn Weeds Best
Controlled Now

Many lawn weeds can be
controlled by the home own-
er's spraying now, Broad leaf
weeds, like the dandelion,
English daisy, chickweed, and
buckhorn and common plant-
ain, are more easily killed
when growing rapidly at this
time of the year. This is true
of most other broad leaf
weeds as well.

A combination of 2,4-D and
24,5T is an effective weed
killer for most broadleaf
weeds. It is available in gar-
gen supply stores under vari-
ous trade names.

The 2,4-D and 2.45-T are
not effective, however, on the
weedy grasses commonly
found in lawns. Since they
are extremely difficult to
handle once they are establish-
ed, prevention before plant-
ing is the best means of con-
trol. Where serious pest grass-
es like Bermuda or quack
grass are suspected, fumiga-
tion before planting with Va-
pan or Methylbromide may
be used.

If appeafing in established
lawns, the deep rooted per-
ennial type of grasses general-
ly reguire a complete lawn
renovation if infestation is
serious. Where small patches
occur or where clump grasses
are found in established
lawns, digging or pulling
them out will sometimes give
satisfactory control.

A lawn properly cared for
and growing vigorously is re-
sistant to weed infestation.
Adequate fertilization and
proper mowing and watering
are among the best lawn weed
control practices.

'State Convention

Plans Discussed

Plans for the coming state
convention of District 5, Dis-
abled American Veterans,
were made Sunday at a dis-
trict meeting in Medford. Dis-
trict chapters include Med-
ford, Roseburg, Grants Pass;
Klamath Falls, Qakland, and
Coquille. :

The convention will be held
in Salem June 25.

Lloyd DeLap, Klamath
Falls, was elected command-
er of the district; Arvid John-
son, Roseburg, vice-command-
er; and Charles Poteet, Kla-
math Falls, adjutant.

The auxiliaries elected Mrs.
Mary Finton, Klamath Falls,
commander; Mrs. Bertha Neff,
Medford, senior vice; and Mrs,
Beulah McEwen, Grants Pass,

adjutant.
State officers present at
Sunday’s meeting included

theh Department Commander
Pat Graham; Senior Vice
Commander Poteet; Auxiliary
Senior Vice Commander Mrs.
Hazel Rawls, Medford; Junior
Vice Commander Mrs.. Anne
Bartlett, Roseburg; and Mrs.
DeLap, of the state auxiliary.

Prizes for whiskers of three
types and for Centennial
costumes will be awarded at
the convention.

A chicken -« dinner was
served following the business
meetings.

New York —Pb- Americans
spent more than $200 million
last year for relief of the
common headache. The head-
ache and its sidekick - the
hangover—are under invstiga-
tion by doctors nd drug mak-
ers who are intensifying their
campaign to conguer these

common maladies.

TO GET THE

SPLIT L]

$25.50 ASHLAND

C.0.D. @

“NOW IS THE BEST TIME

BEST WOOD

AT THE BEST PRICES”
© PEELER CORE WOOD e

GENEROUS LOADS CF 1%2 CORDS

UNSPLIT
$18.00

21.50 CENTRAL POINT

14.00

A recent survey by the Un-|
ited States Department of Ag- |
riculture found that rural res-|
idents used more pickles than |
city dwellers. i

—
LAWNMOWER REPAIRS

% MOTOR REPAIRS
% MOWER REPAIR & SHARPENING

PARTS & SERVICE FOR:

@ CLINTON 2 & 4 cycle engines
©® POWER PRODUCTS 2 cycle engines

@ LAUSON 4 cycle

@ BRIGGS & STRATTION 4 cycle engine

Sims Cycle & Hobby Shop
23

North Fir — Next to Mail Tribune
PHONE SP 2-2472

engines

23.50 EAGLE POINT

16.00

25.50 GOLD HILL ..

18.00

21.50 JACKSONVILLE

14.00

21.50 MEDFORD

14.00

21.50 PHOENIX

14.00

25.50 RUCH

~ 18.00

23.50 TALENT

16.00

23.00 TOLO

15.50

These rock bottom prices apply to month of May only.
Don't delay — Order at once

“MOST OF THE BEST FOR LESS”

THE
VALLEY

PHONE SP 2-8086

Saturday Hours Are 9 to 1

U-HALL SPLIT CORES af $12.00 Cord

SRS e,

on every gallon may be wating
" for you right at his pump:

Try the West’s highest-octane regular

If your car is among the 4 out of 5* which will give knock-free
premium performance on Union’s New 7600, you can save up to
4 cents a gallon over premium-priced gasolines!

Try a tankful today at your Minute Man station—the sign of the 76,
where yon know you always get The Finest.

Powered like a premium
priced like reqular

£ vour car is the 1 in 5 which needs an ultra-high octaneprf:-mimnfuel, go
*wiytl;“l}nion's new Royal 76, the West's most powerful premium. Both new
Union gasolines contain exclusive additive NR76, to clean your carburetor




