Merit Rating Insurance Plan
Said Fairest Way for Drivers

Editor's note: This is the second
of two articles on the merit rating
plan of automobile Iinsurance, to
ay 1.

By JACK VANDENBERG
UPI Automotive Editer

Detroit—lPI-Most insurance
officials feel the merit rating
plan of automobile insurance
is the fairest way to provide
protection for motorists but
many of them are skeptical
over whether it will be prac-
tical, a United Press Interna- |
tional survey shows. |

The merit plan, which will
be tested on a large scale for
the first time in California
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|beginning May 1, provides|
lower insurance rates for mo-,
torists with good driving rec-
ords and higher rates for
drivers with poor records.
Three Groups

Under the California plan,|
the drivers would be divided
into three groups-those who |
have had no accidents or traf-
fic violations in the last three
years, those who have had
only one violation or accident,
and those who have had two
or meore.

The first group would get
lower insurance rates. The

Sen. Yturri Raps

Sweetland

As 'Ridiculous’

Salem—{lPl-Senate Republi-
can Leader Anthony Yturri of
Ontario said Wednesday it
was “ridiculous” to attribute
legislative indecision to Gov.
Mark Hatfield as Sen. Monroe
Sweetland (D-Milwaukie) did
in Portland this week. :

Sweetland told the Central
Labor Council in Portland
that “without the leadership
of Gov. Mark Hatfield the
Oregon legislature has floun-
dered to this point in a tizzy
of indecision.”

Yturri commented that this
was ‘‘one of the most irre-
sponsible and flagrantly inac-
curate observations made by
any legislator during this ses-
sion.” ’

He said it was “obviously
true” that the Democratic ma-
jorities in both houses were
in a “tizzy of indecision” but
to atiribute it to Hatfield “is
nothing short of ridiculous.”
Said Starting Campaign

“Sen. Sweetiand knows bet-
ter,” Yiurri added. “He is
starting his campaign for sec-
retary of state early.”

Yturri said Hatfield sub-
mitted his tax program Feb.
9 and it has been introduced
in the form of at least 43
bills.

“His program is positive
and definite,” he said. “The
Legislature knows what he
wants, Nevertheless, the Dem-
ocratie majorities are dedi-
cated to the proposition that
the governor's program be
defeated and his courageous
leadership thwarted.”

Passed 27-3 was a bill to

4-H Club News

Stitch and Stir Club

The meeting of the Stitch
and Stir 4-H club was held at
Mrs. Jack Mace's home April
1.

Roll call was given by tell-
ing a joke.

The meeting was started by
the girls playing an April Fool
game of identifying sewing
terms from drawings.

Toni Dibble gave a report
on how to give a demonstra-
tion.

Marilou Gardner, county
extension agent in 4-H club
work, was guest spgaker. She
told us what demohstrations
we will plan to give, and how
to give better ones.

We welcomed Judy Barnum
as a new member.

Refreshments were served
by Jeanetie Hoglen.

Virginia Mace,
Reporter

Salem — MPD — A bill to put
the administration of the
motor vehicle act as it relates
to collections of fruck fees in
hands of the Department of
Motor Vehicles has passed the
Senate. The Public Utilities
Commission how handles the
administration.

More than half of the pe-
destrians killed annually in
auto accidents reportedly jay-
walked or acted in an other-

Remarks

require persons going out on
charter fishing boats from
coast ports to buy fishing li-
censes, The licenses cost §1
for a day’s fishing to those
who do not already have
angling licenses.

Candidate Withdrawal

A bill providing that any
presidential candidate or vice
presidential - candidate can
take his name off the Oregon
primary ballot by writing to
the secretary of state was
passed,

Present law provides no
way for an unwilling candi-
date to keep his name off the
ballot.

A bill which would allow
the governor to boost the un-
employment compensation
fund when it becomes deplet-
ed by borrowing from the
federal government, was pass-
ed.

Last yvear then Gov. Robert
D. Holmes sought to borrow
$14 million but the attorney
general held there was no Ore-
gon law to permit the borrow-
ing. If the House and Gov.
Mark Hatfield approve the
measure, there will be such a
law.

Minimum Hate Agree

The Labor and Industries
Committee agreed that the
minimum rate for unemploy-
ment contributions by em-
ployvers should be 1.2 per cent
of taxable payrolls,

On Tuesday the Committee
split on the issue with the
Democratic majority favoring
a 1.5 per cent figure. The Re-
publican majority asked for
the 1.2 per cent minimum.

At a conference in Senate
President Walter Pearson’s of-
fice agreement was reached
with leaders of the two
groups. Chznges were made in
the method the rates progress
up to the maximum of 2.7 per
cent but the minimum was
held 1.2 per cent.

Veterans of World War I
are seeking representation on
the advisory committee to the
state director of veterans af-
fairs.

Bill Ups Membership

A bill infroduced by the
Committee on Veterans Af-
fairs would increase memper-
ship from seven to eight and

first World War.

House bill 188 which would
authorize county courts to ap-
propriate money to eradicate
starlings which damage crops
and fruit trees passed.

The counties also may ob-
tain aid from the State Agri-
culture Department and the
Federal Fish and Wildlife serv-
ice.

A bill was passed and sent
to the governor appropriating
$99.500 to the Oregon Histor-
ical Society. Also passed was
a bill appropriating $30,000
to the Oregon Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry.

Passed and sent fo the gov-
ernor was a bill including the
Deschutes river in the state
sanitary code and clarifying
the definition of pollution as
it applied to the Deschutes

wise unsafe manner.

river.

HAVE IT YOUR OWN WAY!

Vodka Martini or Bloody Mary?

Whichever drink you prefer, be sure it's made with Smirnoff Vodka..

it leaves you breathless

. Smimoffv

80 & 100 Praef. Distilled from grain. Ste. Pierre Smircaff Fis. (Div. of Houblein), Hartford, Comn.

Screwdriver or Vodka Highball2

adds a representative of the| .

second group's rates will re-
main about the same. The
third group’s rate will go up.

“We're glad to see other
segments of the insurance in-
dustry adopt the plan we pio-|
neered three years ago in |
Ohio and now have out in the
pioneer stage,” said Charles
| Eberhard, vice president and
treasurer of the National Cas-
ualty Co., Detroit, one of the
| first companies to experiment
with merit rating.
Problems Expected

“We now provide this plan
in Michigan too and will be
introducing it shortly in other
states. This plan recognizes
that safe drivers should be
able to earn a preferred in-
surance rating and that un-
safe drivers should pay more
for their insurance.”

Most state insurance com-
missioners favored the plan.!
although many foresaw prob-
lems connected with it.

“A driver who goes three|
years without an accident is
at least entitled not to have
his rates increased and a man |
who is a frequent wviolator |
should have his rates upped,” |
said Florida Insurance Com-
missioner J. Edwin Larson,
who said he hoped the plan
would be extended to his
state.

Lawrence Leggett, Missouri
insuranee commissioner, who
already has seen some results
of the plan because independ- |
ent insurance companies are
trying it there, also was en-
thusiastic about it. |

“Missouri would welcome |
such a plan that rewards safe
drivers,” he said. “It’s some- |
thing we have wanted for a|
long time.”

Most other insurance com- |
missioners preferred fo wait |
to see the results of the Cali- |
fornia experiment, althoughu

think it is a good idea.”
State Records Needed

Michigan insurance offi-|
cials said the plan offers
“great hope” but there also |
were “a great many things
that could go wrong.”

Some other insurance com-
missioners pointed out some
of the difficulties they fore- |
saw,

Idaho Commissioner Leo
O’Connel pointed out the plan
would be “workable only in
states where authorities main-
tain adequate traffic accident
records.”

Miss Fannie Hardy, execu-
tive assistant to Arkansas In-
surance Commissioner Harvey
G. Combs, said she doesn't
consider the plan feasible,

“Insurance companies in re-
cent years have paid out
more in claims than they have
taken in,” she said. “This
plan will not setile that prob-
lem.”

“How in the world could
state departments keep up
with the records,” Arizona In-
surance Director George V.
Bushnell asked. “It will re-
quire greatly increased staffs.” l

News About
Servicemen

ON CARRIER
Claude E, Newman, seaman |
apprentice, Navy, is serving
aboard the anti-submarine
support aircraft carrier, USS
Lake Champlain, at Brooklyn,
N.Y. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. R. Newman, 102 Elk st.

ABOARD DESTROYER

Charles R. Perdue, gunner’s
mate seaman, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Herbert T. Perdue, Med-
ford, is serving aboard the
destroyer, USS Edson, operat-
ing with the Pacific fleet out
of Long Beach, Calif.

COMPLETES COURSE
Army Sergeant Monty C.
Lutz, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Vane E, Lutz, route 1, Talent,
recently completed an algebra

Army at Yuma, Ariz,

Sergeant Lutz, a military
policeman in the personnel
conduct and security detach-|
ment, is a 1954 graduate of
Talent High school.

IN GERMANY

Roland W. Kelts, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus M.
Keltz, 520 Helman st., Ash-
land, is serving with the U. S.
Army in Mannheim, Germany,
with the 87th Signal bat~|
talion,

Kelts, who is a graduate of
Ashland High school, is a‘
private first class. He was
formerly employed by Gen-
eral Electric.

COMPLETES COURSE
Army Second Lt. Carl E.
Mohr, 22, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Emil H. Mohr, 12 Black Oak |
dr., Medford, recently com-|
pleted a 12-week officer basic
course at the Quartermaster
school Ft. Lee, Va.
He is a graduate of Medford
High school and received a de-
gree from Oregon State col-
lege in 1958. He is a member
of Sigma Phi Epsilon frater-

nity.

they said they “personally I
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GENUINE HICKORY

Smoked

Boneless
BY OREGON CHIEF

HA

BLOSSOM
DAYS
NOW

IN

MEDFORD

SEE THE
SPORTSFAIR

OK FAMOUS

FRYERS °

2V4 to 312 Ibs. Average

FRESH CUT—NOT CHEMICALLY TREATED

2 H0G ... 37¢

CUT and WRAPPED

19
" each

KLAMATH LOCKER BEEF

CUT - WRAPPED - FROZEN
Graded—Good or Choice....... e
NO MONEY DOWN—Up to 1 year to Pay

35¢ .

VARIETY MEAT PLAN

26 Ibs. & $1449

course while serving with the |§

LETTUCE
2 75 25

heads
ROMAINE OR RED LETTUCE

2. bunches 2. ¢

ORANGES
Brond S . bag 59’:

APPLES

TASTY
WINESAPS

25

Brand
Radishes and Green Onions

2 st 13°

TOMATOES
2 '|bs.39¢

“Noon Stage™!

Yes, All Through This Big Year

& SILVER DOLLAR STAMPS

OK MARKET Will Bring You

TODAY’S FOOD
at YESTERDAY'S
PRICES!

STAPLE FOODS
WHITE SU G AR

SATIN

lo Ibs. $l e
AA LARGE EGGS

Fresh from D & D Poultry Ranch ,

2 0. 95°

Hormel Sliced Barbecued

BEEF .
No. 303 A1 )¢

Can

PEANUT BUTTER
T 99
Nyt g

72c VYal.

CARNATION MILK
47

Large
Cans

0K
Super

Market

OPEN TILL
MIDNIGHT

7 DAYS A WEEK

SILVER DOLLAR
TRADING
STAMPS

1202 NORTH RIVERSIDE




