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Highly Trained Pilots End First

Phase

Of Test To Pick Man for First Space Trip

Editor's Note: America's first
space man will he selected form
s group of 118 highiy-trained
pllots. These pilots have been in
Washington and have now com-
leted the first phase of the se-
lection procesa.

United Press International has

| chosen to work on the project | hundred reasons wlhy a pilot
from the start. would not want to become in-
One of the 12 — {o be select- | volved. He emphasized that
|ed at the last minute — even-, failure to volunteer would
tually will ride a space vehi- not reflect on an officer's
) f|cle atop an Atlas intercon-|service career,
What went omin ihree days of| tinental ballistic missile and| some of the pilots decided
searching examinations — and of | g into orbit arqund the earth. | pretty quick. The group was
;I:;pn::?ﬂa:td‘h'fi:u ’;;:ti;?; o?halmis How is he going to feel? | ghviously smaller when it as-
& space capsule. Scared as Hell :sembled the fol]owilng day for
== “The day they push the!a series of technical tests.
. “TILLIAM,D.. e button,”” one candidate said,| The pilots had several
Washington "L?[’_ The or-| ;e man who's sitting in this things in common. They all
ders read simply: Report to. thing is going to be scared as| were test pilots with degrees
room 4-E-1085 r’f,the ?ema'ihell, But he's not going tfo|in engineering or one of the
lontlorf 1?;;"?}?{“.;“%&2”:}back out. !ph)‘sicai s_ciences‘_ and ll_ley
Eﬁz rgceiw.d thenj1 su]spectgd' “He'll have had a lot of met certain physical require-
what was in the works. |training and if he has gone menis. s L,
They knew for sure when |that far he'll go all the wa‘_v_Bnefed by Scientists
Gen. Thomas D. White, Air|€ven though be knows ‘h_E“’—‘S' After meeting with White,
a lot of risk involved. It's no | they joined Navy and Marine

Force chief of staff, strode| 15 ) :
into the room and announced | Shap decision. If it was, he'd | Corps pilots in a Pentagon
he wanted to shake hands|probably have backed out| ayditorium for a detailed
with the first American who |right away. briefing by scientists from the
will reach ouler space. “There’s probably no test| National Aeronautics and
The name of the program is | pilot alive who takes up a|Space Admipis{ration.
“Project Mercury'': the pur-|new airplane who's not ap-| The candidates were as-
pose, to put a manned space | prehensive about his life. Bl.ati sured that this was not a
vehicle into orbit. | he's trained to do this sort of | “crash program” {to put a
About 30 Air Force test|thing and he's not going to|man into space by a certain
pilots were gathered in thelback out just because he's|deadlife.
Pentagon office to shake |scared.” The 12 volunteers who are
hands with White. They were‘ White emphasized that the | selected will have a strong
among 110 Air Force, Navy program was sirictly volun-|voice in the final design of

when the first flight can be
made with the minimum
chance of accident.

| The scientists sought to al-
|lay the airmen's fear. They
! pointed out that the pilot
could separate himself from
{the launching rocket amd
| parachute to safety at any
| time simply by pushing a but-
ton.

One young Air Force cap-
tain, worried about the possi-
bility of a launching accident,
| said that “this made me feel
{a lot better about the whole
| thing.”

He said he decided to vol-
unteer for the program if he
qualified. But immediately he
began worrying ‘‘whether I
{could cut the mustard with
iall these talented people.”
Extensive Jet Experience

He has 2,100 flying hours,
1,600 of them in 14 different
jets ranging from the first op-
erational jet, the F-80A,
through the F-104, which
holds all records for air-
breathing planes.

But he retyrned to the Pen-
jtagon in the afternoon for a
i brief medical review and

| shaking their heads.”

NASA headquarters here inland the intense heat of re-

civilian clothing to avoid at-|
tracling any unhecessary at-
tention. The fechnieal screen-
ing took place in a classroom-
like auditorium at NASA. 1t
involved mathematics from
arithmetic to calculus, tech-
nical vocabulary on every-
thing from electrical engi-
neering to medicine, and an
engineering test that would
have done justice to a gradu-|
ate school.

When the testing was over,
the dazed captain said, “I
really felt sick. But I felt a
little better when I saw that
all the rest of them were

After that there was a geo-
graphical interview, a com-
plete summary of your life
history, plus the history of
your family.

The group was broken up |
on the third day and the
scientists tried to find out
what made each man tick.
Psychiatrists Take Over

It began with a psychiatric |

interview. One of the big)|

questions was whether a man|
had a wife who was complete-
ly opposed to him taking part
in a space program. If he did,
he couldn’t do his best work.
There was a talk with another

| mine how each

entering the earth’s atmo-
sphere will get a taste of both.

The final part of the screen-
ing was a technical interview,
sitting in a hard chair and
facing three NASA scientists.

A Dbig question was: How
would you feel if you were
selected as one of the 12 for
the program, and then in the
end didn't get to fly in the
end didn't get to fly in the
space vehicle?

The captain thought he
gave the right answer: “Re-
gardless of whether I got to
fly it, the experience would
be invaluable and 1 would be
getting in on the ground floor
of a new age of flight.”

The candidate then was told
to return to his home base.
He'd hear in about a week
whether he was one.of 36 to
40 pilots selected for phase
twao.

Physical Check Next

If so, he'll be sent to Al-
bugquerque, N. M. for a six-
day physical examination.
Then there will be a week-
long series of tests to deter-
individual
will stand up under the phy-
sical and emotional stress of
space travel.

The final 12 will be selected
after that for assignment to

psychiatrist later in the day
during which many of the
same questions were asked,
probably so the two doctors
could compare notes.

MEMORIAL SERVICES
Copenhagen, Denmark —TPD
— King Frederick, Queen In-
grid and other members of
the royal family attended
memorial services Wednes-
day for the 895 persons lost
when the Danish vessel Hans
Hedtoft sank off Greenland
after hitting an iceberg last
month. The services were
held in the Naval Church in
downtown Copenhagen.

Cape Breton's famed giant
Angus Macaskill, who died

in 1863, stood 7 feet 9 inches,
and weighed 425 pounds.

the program for three years.
They will help conduct un-
manned test flights of the
space capsule and those in-
volving animals.

They also will ride balloon-
carried capsules high into the
air. Most of them will take a
“ballistic ride” of 170 to 200
miles aboard a Redstone
missile and parachute back to
earth.

Finally, one of them will
ride an Atlas into outer space,
orbit the earth for something
under 24 hours and return to
add immeasurably to man's
knowledge of the universe
around him.

In between there was a|
medical interview. The phy-!
sician went through your com-
plete medical history and,
asked questions about every-|
thing from boils to back in-
juries.

Had you been subject to
exiremes of heat and cold and |
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" BONELESS HAMS

Morrell’s Pride—Ready to Eat

315 E. 5th — Next to Greyhound Phone SP 3-3687

ESTABLISHED 189
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We reserve the right to limit quantities

PIN-GRA |~ Bisquick

Pineapple-Grapefruit
¥ : Large 40-0z. Pkg.
Drink. Reg. 3 for 1.00

" CRISCO OR
FLUFFO

YOUR

Folger’s

Instant Coffee, "Come Home, Joe”

4 Lge. 6-oz.

¢ CHOICE All Bone,
F$ 00 : c 4 c ;T'gshg' c I Z . ==, Skin and c
0 [t K 3 Ib. " Morrell Excess Fat

{;Pineapple 6 Special Pﬂ}lnl’. Removed i Whole or
R ;’3rlap=;rfl: Can ; Deal Pak TENDER Full Half

ujce Urmn! ¥
— ' Ib.

MARGARINE FRUIT COCKTAIL

Hudson House—303 Can

3100

HAM SLICES Ib.98*
GROUND BEEF 3.°71°
(ORNED BEE s 69
ueir. saness WIENERS 2 .. 89+

SLICED BACON 2 .. 89"
wes HALIBUT . u 55¢

NORTHERN
Nebergall's Sliced Lunch Meat

c

ROSE
BUSHES

Briarcliff, Talisman, Betty Uprichard,
Charles K. Douglas, Sensation, E. G. Hill,
Paul Meyron, -Golden Ophelia, American
Beauty—Many More.

Dundee Yellow Quarters

All
Meal

Large
29¢

Cans

EA.

Lean, Trim
Choice

SOFT WEVE TISSUE

1.45 5 2-roll 300
Value Paks

SPECIAL DEAL PAK

OCCIDENT
FLOUR

25-lb. Bag

PILLSBURY PANCAKE

FLOUR 6 50

APPLE
CIDER
Hi-Country

FAB

Giant Size — Reg. 87c¢

98

Reg.
$2.25

LENTEN SEASON SPECIALS
{  SARDINES 5. °1
T“" 4 Cans $I

SPEC.

PAK
Cal-Linda, Tomato

Sauce or Plain

Carnation Label

8 Ib.

i Wi it Bag TOMATO 551 |
| SALMON ' v e 89 |* i cop JNRE 2 o Bl | Sime i C
GRANDVIEW - FINEST FOR QUALITY IN FRUITS & VEGETABLES JMRAGERE o Vsl Los |

Reg. 57¢, Dinty Moore

BEEF STEW

Let’s Make a Delicious, Economical Salad

LETTUCE - 9:9 5¢

Crisp, Green Heads
LB. 1 ;

BROCCOLI

Large Bunches, Small

ARTICHOKES

A Real Delight for All the Family
Large 36 Size

DUNDEE DANDIES

e PORK & BEANS

Large 2!5 Cans.......... Cans

® Barileit Pears 3
Cans

Large 2l Cans..........
3 Cans

Stalk, Fine Flaver
TOP QUALITY

TOMATOES

large, Field Grown, Ripe Slicers

® Pineapple Juice

Large 21z Cans._._.....




