CLOTHES DRY EVENLY, AT SAFE, LOW TEMPERATURES this new Maytag way. A gentle circle of heat
surrounds clothes. No hot spots! Exclusive new principle makes a little heat dry a lot of
clothes. Automatic 3-minute air fluff cools and softens clothes. (Models available in 3 col-
ors and white, as little as $1.97 a week.) The Maytag Company, Newton, lowa.

New Maytag Halo of Heat Dryer
fast-dries clothes in 26 to
35 minutes - safely and gently

OTHER DRYERS DO
THIS: Clothes come in
contact with concen-
trated heat as high as
290". Wrinkling, un-
even drying, overdry-
ing are common.

ONLY MAYTAG DOES
THIS: Regular loads
dry at 105°-115°.
Ends overdrying.
Clothes dry fluffy,

evenly, with fewer
wrinkles,

WRINKLES DISAPPEAR WHEN YOU PUSH THIS
BUTTON, Special “Wash 'n Wear” set-
ting removes wrinkles but leaves “per-

EXCLUSIVE NEW AIR INTAKE FILTER KEEPS
WHITES SPOTLESS. Removes dust, soot
and dirt from all incoming air. Keeps
your clothes sweet, fresh and spot- manent'’ pleats, creases like new.
lesaly clean. Saves ironing on all the new fabrics.

MAYTAG

GAS AND ELECTRIC DRYERS

et L

WE DO ABOUT

by Lewis S. Goodfriend

A fellow of the Audio Engineer-
ing Society and of the Acoustical
Society of America, Lewis 8.
Goodfriend is partner in a Mont-
clair, N. J., noise-control firm. He
has been editor of the magazine
“Noigse Control,” and is author of
“Acoustics for the Architect.”

ON’E OF THE MOST serious problems in American com-

munities today is something that you can’t see,

smell, taste, or touch. But you sure can hear it!

The trouble is noise—a problem that within another

decade may menace your well-being as well as that
of your community.

Noise is the often-unrecognized villain behind a vari-
ety of bodily ailments. It can make you grouchy,
anxious, jumpy, and rob you of sleep. On the municipal
level, its results can include reduced property values,
tax revenue, and industrial growth, and injury to a
community’s reputation. In these days of high-speed
living, the individual needs protection against noise
more than ever before,

Why does noise affect people? There are many reasons,
some based on the fact that man unconsciously adapts
to it. But this takes effort. In adapting to noise, your
muscles tense and your nervous system goes inlo high
gear. This unconscious adaptation consumes energy and
makes you more tired than usual. Noise can also rob
you of vitality by keeping you awake waiting for the
sound to stop or—in the case of trucks that go by at
the same time every morning—anticipating their arrival.

I've seen towns where trains with loud whistles or
trucks with noisy exhausts woke up the residents, who
then heard some of the lesser noises of local industry.
In one town, such a situation resulted in a lawsuit
against a relatively quiet industrial plant.

In an Eastern city, a large chemical plant had neigh-
bors on two sides, However, some of the neighbors
lived closer to a major road on which tractor-trucks
operated day and night, and the section of road was a
steep grade on which the vehicles continuously shifted
gears. Result: a lawsuit against the factory.

Noise measurements showed, though, that only a few
families actually could hear any sound from the chemical
plant. What others around the plant were hearing was
really highway noise,
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Is it @ necessary evil or can we control the din which threatens to overwhelm urban living?

Some towns, aware of the noise prob-
lems of some of America’s biggest
cities, have passed excessively restric-
tive laws to prevent noisy industries
from moving in. In some cases, these
laws are made part of the zoning code;
in other cases, they are added to local
statutes. Certainly, these measures pro-
tect citizens against noise annoyance,
but they also keep out industries which
can pay sizable community taxes.

In other places, along main highways,
where the noise of trailer trucks fills
the air, communities are adopting strict
regulations against these vehicles.
Truckers have had several years now
to add modern, highly efficient mufflers
to their vehicles’ exhaust systems, but
few have done so. The result is re-
striction and harassment.

Local police stop trucks and check
everything from required safety equip-
ment to maximum load in order to
make truckers realize that a good
muffiler costs considerably less than
time spent on inspections. It's a tough
battle, but it looks as if the communi-
ties are going to win it.

What are communities across the
country doing about this complex prob-
lem of noise? What can be done to
speed noise control? Pass more laws?

Some major cities have effective
anti-noise legislation. Among these are
Chicago, New York, St. Louis, and
Milwaukee. Chicago and Warwick, R.1,,
have performance-type zoning codes
which specify the maximum noise level
permitted at the property line of the
residential area that is nearest to an
industrial zone.

Scores of cities with populations ex-
ceeding 100,000 have laws regarding
automotive mufflers, All but nine states
have laws specifying that mufflers must
Prevent ‘“excessive, unusual, and/or
unnecessary noise.” The major problem
is proving that given trucks do make

too much noise in and around cities.
Starting with Milwaukee, several
cities have adopted use of a noise meter
and set maximum meter levels, meas-
ured at a given distance from the
vehicle. But enforcement is difficult.
The best solution of all lies in edu-
cation. Your town can start a noise-

A portable sound-level meter measures
the amount of noise in a busy office.

il

Dr. Rob Benson, Armour Rese

arch
physicist, adjusts microphone in rsvor‘har-
ation chamber fo test jet engine noises.

education campaign with local police
issuing warning tickets to drivers of
noisy vehicles, A statewide or national
educational campaign could show some
actual results of using a cheap and
a premium muffler on demonstration
trucks equipped to show power output
versus fuel consumption fully loaded.
Truckers have enough trouble trying
to keep taxes and license fees for their
heavy vehicles down to reasonable

levels. They might find communities

more responsive if they themselves co-
operated by reducing the exhaust noises
of their trucks voluntarily.

As to industrial noise, the handful of
professional engineers working in this
field have helped many firms solve
their problems. In one typical case, all
that was required was to move some
fans and blowers. In another case,
equipping the steam exhaust of a hos-
pital power station with a muffier pro-
vided relief for patients and staff alike.

In California, some owners of auto-
mobile laundries worked together to
get realistic control statutes adopted
and hired an acoustical engineer to
help them, first in preparing basic
legislation and then in redesigning
equipment that did not comply.

Owners of industrial plants and shop-
ping centers have introduced back-
ground music to reduce fatigue, bore-
dom, and tension. It helps promote
work in the plants and creates good
will among shoppers.

What can an average citizen do about
noise? First, make sure that you aren't
creating noise nuisance. Does your car
need a new muffler? Remember, a bad
one costs you gas mileage. How about
that power mower? Did you know you
can put a muffler on it, too?

If you want to help your community
get the best and most effective anti-
noise laws, tell your local officials that
Milwaukee has a good truck-noise law;

that New York has an enforceable
regulation on automobile horns; that
Warwick, R. I, has a good zoning regu-
lation providing protection against
noise; and that, for a large city, Chicago
has set a good example.

You also can advise owners of local
industrial plants that they can quiet
their more annoying noises, often at
small expense.,

Finally, you can make your own
home quieter. An air conditioner will
not only make your home more com-
fortable in Summer, it can keep un-
wanted sounds out, too. Usually, acous-
tical materials aren’t needed in every
room. But in the kitchen, and in the
hall or dining room between the kitchen
and the rest of the house, acoustical
tile on the ceiling will do a lot to quiet
the noise of dish-washer, kitchen fan,
and mixer—besides helping to make
the kitchen a nicer place to work.

Noisy oil-burners, hot-air systems,
and Summer exhaust systems can be
quieted by applying acoustical engi-
neering principles, It's easier, of course,
to pick equipment when the house is
being built, but even old equipment
can be quieted effectively, One thought
applies equally to trucks, industrial
plants, and homes: well-maintained
equipment usually operates more quiet-
ly than neglected equipment.

To sum up, noise may not drive you
crazy, but it certainly can ruin your
sleep, create nervous tension, upsgt
digestion, and cause considerable an-
noyance, Yet noise isn’t necessary!

Modern acoustical engineering pro-
vides ways to quiet almost anything—
including jet planes, trailer trucks, and
factory machinery. By cooperating
with and trying to educate those re-
sponsible for excessive noise, you can
help quiet things down without creat-
ing ill feeling or “making a Federal
case” out of your noise problems, *
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