By LOUIS CASSELS
United Press International
For several years, churches

have bheen imploring Ameri-
cans to “keep Christ in Christ-
mas."

Many Christian families are
ready, even eager, to cooper-
ate. But how? What can one
family do to rescue the birth-
day of Christ from commer-
cialization . . . to make its real
significance clear to children.

United Press International
put the guestion to 10 of the
nation's leading clergyvmen.
Their answers, as could be ex-
pected, varied widely.
there were several
themes.

Virtually all of them em-
phasized the importance of
worship — not only attendance
at church services, but wor-
ship in the home, with the
whole family taking part.

“Read the Christmas story
from the Bible on Christmas
Eve,” counselled the very

common

Rev. Francis B. Savre, dean |

of Washington Cathedral.
Explain Meaning of Christmas
“Let the father of the
family explain to the children
in simple words the meaning
of Christmas,” said the Rt.
Rev. James A. Pike, Episco-
pal bishop of California.
Catholic Archbishop Joseph
F. Rummel of New Orleans

| the

But |

Most of the clergymen
agreed that exchanging gifts
is an appropriate Christmas
custom - if it is done in the
right spirit. But they deplored
the giving of expensive gifts
for business reasons, for pure-
ly social motives, or for show.

“It would be better to stop
the custom altogether than to
let Christmas giving so de-
generate,” said Dr. Eugene
Carson Blake, stated clerk of
United Presbyterian
church.

The Rev. E. C. Scott, stated
clerk of the Southern Pres-
byterian Chugeh, said the best
antidote for a “selfish” ap-|
proach te Christmas is to
“center our thoughts and gifts
on those from whom we can |
expect nothing in return.”
And he emphasized: *“Not
merely gifts of money, but of
time and companionship.”

Bishop Christopher J. Wel-
don of the Catholic Diocese nf|
Springfield, Mass., offered this
suggestion about gifts: |

“Let those to whom you are
giving gifts know that these|
gifts are being given to honor
the birthday of the Christ
child, and to imitate his ex-
ample of opening the heart to
others.”

Asks True Significance

The Rt. Rev. Thomas K.
Gorman, Catholic bishop of
Dallas-Fort Worth, said care

mas cards, as well as gifts,

have “true Christian signifi-

cance.” Greeting cards that

have no religious theme — and

especially the so-called *‘com-

ic” cards that has shown up in

recent vears — are entirely in- |
appropriate, he said.

Several ministers urged
that Santa Calus be de-empha-
sized.

The Rev. John T. Tavlarides
of the Greex Orthodox Cathe-
dral of St. Sophia, Washing-
ton, said Santa Claus has been
sp thoroughly “identified with
commercialism” that his sym- |
bolic value has been lost.

Msgr. Irving A. Deblanc,
director of the Family Life |
Bureau of the National Catho-
lic Welfare Conference, sug-
gested Santa Claus be quietly
replaced by the real-life Saint
Nicholas whose name, pro-
nounced “sinter klaas” byi
early Dutch immigrants to |

America, gradually evolved | night mass in the school gym. |

into the modern Santa Claus.” |

Saint Nicholas was a Chris- |
tian bishop who lived in Asia
minor during the fourth cen-|
tury A.D. He distributed gifts
to children, and to the poor,
at ' Christmas. His gifts, al-
ways anonymous, were intend-
ed as birthday gifts to the

| Christ child who, when he be-

came a man, said “inasmuch
as ye do it unto the least of |
these my brethren, yve do it
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