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20,000 Acres

Blackened, Many

Homes Destroyed
Troops Taken Into
Rugged Fire Areas
Malibu, Calif. -(-UPD Fire of-

ficials mounted a helicopter
assault today against a stub-
born brush fire which has
blackened 20,000 acres and
destroyed 40 homes in the
Santa Monica mountains.

Troops were taken Into
rugged fire areas by

S58 Army helicopters,
shuttling back and forth be-

tween a fire camp heliport
and a two-mil- e "hot spot"
near Seminole Hot Springs.
Conditions 'Fair'

County Fire Chief Keith E.
Klinger said the general con-
ditions of the fire were "fair"
but there still was no pre-
dicted time for containing the
huge blaze.

A small army of 2,000 fire-
fighters was slightly reduced
with the release of some
pumper equipment but it was
still an all-o- ut fight.

Another troublesome sec-
tion of line was in the rugged
cliffs of Mesa Peak to Cen-

tury Ranch.
Equipment was massed in

the area beyond the peak to
stop the fire if it should burn
through to a populated area.
Weather Continues Hot

Speedy Chase Ends
I n Arrest of Two

approached, and Franklin
gave chase.

The New Mexico car trav-
eled south on Highway 99
through Phoenix and Talent
where it turned left onto Fern
Valley rd. and traveled back
to Medford. At the intersec-
tion of Hillcrest and Pierce
rds. the automobile attempted
to turn north onto Pierce rd.,
police said. The vehicle went
off the road and into a bank.

Police reported that the

Crash in Potomac

Takes One Life

Nine Rescued
From Cold Waters
Washington -(-CPU- Survivors

of a Navy helicopter crash
that took one life and injured
nine other persons told today
of a harrowing four-hou- r wait
for rescue from the chill wa-
ters of the Potomac river.

Coast Guard and Washing-
ton harbor police rescued the
passengers from the

river Wednesday
night, and at first it was
thought all had been saved.

But early today harbor po-

lice found the body of one
man floating near the marsh-
like crash scene two miles
south of here. He was identi-
fied as M. A. Thralls, 48, a
civilian employee of the Fair-chil- d

Camera Co., Syosset,
N.Y.

The nine men rescued were
six Marines and sailors and
three civilians.
On Routine Flight

The helicopter, a Sikorsky
PB2S, was on a routine turn
around flight to Anacostia
Naval Air Station here from
Fatuxent Naval Air Station
about 50 miles away in south-er-

Maryland.
One of the civilian surviv-

ors. Clarence Chick, 29, of
Lexington Park, Md., said the
helicopter "was flying along
when all of a sudden water
rushed in and metal started
flying." He said he found him
self hanging upside down by
his seat safety belt.

Another passenger, Navy
aviation machinist's mate
Clayton Akers, 26, of Pulaski,
Va., said he guessed the plane
hit a sandbar. Akers, who suf-

fered minor cuts and bruises
and exposure, said some of the
passengers and crew stayed in
the overturned helicopter and
some clung to it in the water.
Happened-

- Hear Shore'--"-- '
The accident happened

within hailing distance of
shore. But the men's plight
went unnoticed until residents
of a large nearby apartment
In South Alexandria, Va., fi
nally heard their cries and
alerted harbor police who
sped to the rescue.

The survivors were in the
river for nearly four hours
after the plane went down
about 6:30 p.m. (e.s.t.).

The Navy said the helicop
ter was piloted by Marine
Mai. . William Quick. 37, of
California, Md.

Moraan's Letter

Called Irregular'
Salem uTPD Public Utility

Commissioner Howard Mor-

gan today blasted Portland
Traction Company in an open
letter to the Circuit Court
here.

The letter asked Circuit
Judge. Val D. Sloper whether
he intends to allow the com-

pany to submit arguments
based on economic factors oc--.

curring after Jan. 25, 1958.
That was the date on which

the company suspended trol-

ley operation on its Oregon
City-Bellro- se line.

Judge Sloper said the letter
was "highly irregular" and in
spots "almost contemptuous of
the courts."

Grant Anderson, company
attorney, also objected on
grounds that a letter "can't
be cross examined."

Anderson suggested that
Morgan should testify under
oath if he had comments on
the case. The judge agreed.

was a resident of Central Point most of his
life. He was born in Westfield, 111., near
Chicago, and came here when he was 25
years old. His only request for his 100th

' birthday present was a glass of . black-
berry wine. Looking at birthday cards with
him above, Mrs. Gladys Winningham (left)

" and Mrs-Loi- s Pittsmari, RN.

CENTENARIAN Dewey Blackman, early-da-y

pioneer of southern Oregon, celebrated
his own "centennial" today, marking his
100th birthday anniversary. Blackman, who
is a resident of Mitchell's sanitarium, Jack-
sonville, is in bed with a broken hip now,
but is still keen of mind and can spin many a

-- yarn about-theearl- y1 days hefe. Blackman

Effect of Ordinance

28 Pages

Mem
Woman Dies

While Running

To Report Fire

Damage Figured
To Be $50,000
Government Camp, Ore. -(-

UPD - Fire today destroyed the
Mazama Club ski

lodge near here and a woman
died of an apparent heart at-

tack while running to report
the blaze.

Mrs. Ruth N. Reitama, 65,
Boring, was living at the lodge
with her daughter and son-in-la-

Mr. and Mrs. George
Bertrand, when the blaze
broke out about 8 a.m. She
ran to 'the home and office
of Bruce Kirkland, summit
ranger for the U. S. Forest
Service, and was going on to
Government Camp when she
collapsed.
Wiring Blamed

Damage was estimated at
$50,000. The blaze was be-

lieved to have started from
electrical wiring in the wall
of an upstairs bedroom.

Bertrand is caretaker for
the lodge.

A pumper was sent by the
U. S. Forest Service station at
Zigzag two miles away but
the-- lodge's big - c e d a r- - logs
burned too swiftly for the
two-stor- y building to be saved.
Some furniture, including a
piano, was saved.

The lodge was dedicated
Nov. 1, 1931, and was built
originally for $8,000. ' How
ever additions and improve-
ments since that time have
increased the value.

The club had about $20,000
worth of insurance.

The building featured a

large fireplace which includ
ed stones from major peaks
in the United States.

Five Arraigned

In Circuit Court
Five men were arraigned in

circuit court Wednesday after-
noon before Judge Edward C.

Kelly. Two of them entered
guilty pleas while two others
waived the right to a grand
jury hearing and were ap-

pointed attorneys. The fifth
case was continued.

Pleading euilty to a charge
of obtaining money by false
pretenses was Cecil Hen
dricks, 33, of Klamath Falls.
Sentencing .was continued
pending a re
port from the state Doara oi.
parole and probation.

Svlvester Lee Perkins, 21,
of Tracy, Calif., pleaded guilty
to a charge or. ourgiary noi
in a dwelling. He was pre
viously arraigned in district
court and held on $l,3Uu bona.
Sentencing was continued
pending receipt of Federal
Bureau of Investigation re
ports.

Also arraigned were Jack
Kenneth Lytle, 25, transient
from California, and Merle
Franklin Hinds, 19, of Hay-for-

Calif., who are charged
with grand larceny. Repre-
senting Lytle is Carl Clinken- -

beard while attorney for
Hinds is Russell W. DeForest.
Both attorneys were ap-

pointed.
The probation revocation

case of Albert Hubert Laessig,
Anchorage, Alaska, was

Geneva-tUPD-Ho- pes lor an
effective ban on nuclear test
ing faded today when the
Russians announced they will
insist on the right to veto deci-
sions of the organization set
up to police the ban.

Radio Moscow, violating a
pledge of secrecy, broadcast
a detailed account of Soviet
proposals to the nuclear-tes- t
conference here revealing for
the first time that Russia will
not accept majority rule in
the control group.
Strong Objections

The broadcast reaffirmed
the Russian demand that tests
must be banned "for all
time," but at the same time
expressed "strong objections"
to the idea of setting up per-
manent inspection teams to
police it.

The combined effect of the
Soviet declarations probably
will be to doom the confer-
ence on testing to failure.

At the same time, Radio
Moscow served thinly-veile- d

notice on the United States
and Britain that Russia , re-

serves the right to resume
testing at any time and to
continue it until agreement
on a ban is reached.
Test Program Resumed

The stated goal' of the pros-
pective resumption of Soviet
nuclear tests was to "match
the total number of U.S. and
British explosions since March
31, 1958"-wh- en the Russians
announced they were suspend-
ing tests.

Permits Needed

For New Sewer
Property owners in the

and North
Laurelhurst sewer districts
will be notified when connec-
tions may be made to the new
sewer line, City Engineer
Vernon Thorpe reported to-

day.
He added that permits must

be secured at the city en-

gineers' office in the city hall
for all residences that are to
be connected to the sewer
line. These permits must be
secured before the connection
may be made.

These sewer lines, which
are currently under construc-
tion, are being laid in seg-
ments at various parts of the
projects. Thorpe said that be-

cause of this there has been
some misunderstanding by
residents who feel that the
sewer line is ready for use.
The engineer said that when
connections may be made it
will be announced.

He stressed that residents
in the areas should telephone
the department to see if their
particular residence may be
connected to the line when
it is completed. Then, he add-

ed, if the residence is in a
position for the sewer line
they may apply for i permit.

Thorpe stated that the per-
mits are needed throughout
the city wherever .a sewer
connection is to be made.

Work Speeded on

Launching Base
Vandehberg Air Force Base,

Calif. (UPD Scientists, engi-
neers and construction men
worked feverishly here today
to ready this huge hew Air
Force base for "Project Dis-

coverer,", a program aimed at
putting a man-carryin- g satel-
lite into space.

The Defense Department
announced Wednesday that
the first shot in the program
to-- find out how to put a man
into orbit and get him back
safely will be fired in about
30 days.

The biggest U. S. satellites
to date will be launched.
These eventually will include
a five-to- n artificial moon
which is much bigger than
anything Russia has put into
orbit so far.

DOW-JONE- S AVERAGES
New York (OPD Dow-Jon- es

final stock averages:
30 industrials 559.10,' up
0.29; 20 railroads 154.01,
off 0.04; 15 utilities 86.16,
up 0.10; and 65 slocks 194.-3- 2,

up 0.10. Sales today
were about 3,630.000 shares
compared . with 3,460,000
huts yesterday.

Two Albuquerque, N.M.,
men were lodged in Jackson
county jail by Medford city
nolice this morning, follow
ing a chase with speeds up to
90 miles per hour from Med
ford to Talent, which ended
on Hillcrest rd.

The men are charged by
Central Point police with the
burglary at the Crater Fin
ance company, 135 East Pine
st.. Central Point, where
$687.55 was reported stolen
at 12:30 a.m.

Following the discovery of
by police of the burglary, au
thorities notified valley law
enforcement '

agencies to be
on the lookout for a 1951 or
1952 model Cadillac with out--
of-sta-te license plates which
had been noticed in Central
Point. Wednesday.

Patrolman Duane Franklin
of the Medford police depart-
ment spotted such an automo
bile at the Fortune station,
1006 South Riverside ave. at
2 ajn. The automobile, having
New Mexico license plates,
hurriedly left the service sta
tion when the police vehicle

Condemnation on

Council Agenda
The Medford city council

tonight will consider the mat
ter of authorizing condemna
tion proceedings of property
necessary to extend East 10th
st across Bear creek. The
meeting starts at 7:30 o'clock
in the city hall.

The Drooerty consists of
two parcels belonging to John
H. and Virginia Lusk.

City Manager Robert A.
Duff's report tonight includes
word from the state highway
department concerning unre
stricted pedestrian crossings
at the Central ave. intersec
tions with Sixth, Main and
Eighth sts. The council had
requested a study of this mat-
ter.

Another item on the agenda
is a proposed amendment to
the city's fire code affecting
the installation of basement
sprinkler systems. The pro-

posal would raise the base
ment area minimum for the
sprinkler requirement, from
3.50Q to 10,000 square feet.

Duff has asked continuance
of a scheduled hearing on the
TemDle dr. sanitary sewer
pending settlement of right-of-wa- y

matters.

The youthful actress asked
for custody of the couples'
two children, Carrie, 2, and
Todd Emanuel, 9 months,
with right of "reasonable vis-
itation." The complaint asked
for "reasonable and substan
tial support and maintenance
of plaintiff and minor chil
dren."
'Menial Suffering'

The court action ended the
two-yea- r, th marriage
which had been considered
"perfect" among the couple's
Hollywood intimates.

"The defendant has treated
plaintiff with extreme cruelty
and nas wrongiuuy lniuciea
on plaintiff grievous mental
suffering," the divorce com
plaint read.

Neither Eddie nor Debbie
was available to comment on
the action.

by Group
meeting, no action was taken.
But the exchange of ideas
appeared to clear the way fof
future action in each case.
Posting of Bond

Sections in the subdivision
ordinance drawing particular
attention were one requiring
the posting of bond or cash
to guarantee putting in im-

provements and others specify-
ing engineering requirements.

Edward A. McGlnty, a sur-

veyor who said he represented
certain other surveyors and
subdividers, asked a number
of changes in the proposed
ordinance.

City Manager Robert A.
Duff reported he had received
a list comprising 20 such
changes from "four leading
surveyors." Most of them, he
said, were of a technical na-

ture. He said city officials
have agreed with some of
these changes, and disagreed
with others. "

Under the ordinance as pro-
posed, the subdivider would
have to post either a personal
bond ed by another per-
son, a surety bond or cash.
Lloyd Anderson, planning con--

siiltjinr. frnm thA rnirran nt
municipal research and serv
ice, said this choice exists in
Multnomah county, and the
personal bond has been used
in every case.

He said "a number of cities
in Oregon" are requiring
some sort of bond to guaran-
tee that the subdivider will
put in streets and other im-

provements promptly.
(Continued on Page 7)

Major Drive

Mild winds blowing from
interior desert areas drove
flames through dry brush and
scrub timber and tempera
tures were expected to rise
into the high 80s.

At one time, the disastrous
fire forced several thousand
residents, including a num-
ber of movie and television
personalities, to flee their
homes in the Santa Monica
mountains.

Actor Lew Ayres $50,000
home was among those de
stroyed. Others luckier were
actors Glenn Ford, Bob Hope,
Ronald Reagan and Jackie
Coogan whose properties were
seared but who managed to
save their homes.
Servicemen on Lines -

More than 1,000 servicemen
Marines from Camp Pendle-

ton, soldiers from Camp Ir
win and Ft, McArthur, and
sailors from Port Hueneme,
were on the lines.

Once again fire officials
called on advanced firefight- -

ing techniques to help them
in their battle.

Mysterious Beeps

Said From Sputnik
San Antonio, Tex. - (UP- D- A

San Antonio scientist said to-

day the "mysterious radio
signal from space recorded
here at 9:50 p.m. Wednesday
came from a powerful solar
battery reactivated oh Russia's
third Sputmk.

Dr. Paul Seabase, head of
moonwatch operations at Trin-
ity University, said "computa-
tions received from Cam-

bridge, Mass.; indicate the
mysterious beeps were signals
from the Sputnik and not an
unknown satellite as original-
ly believed."

He said the signals were
touched off by occasional re-

charging of the powerful solar
battery aboard the Sputnik.

Temperature Sets
Second New Record

A maximum temperature
record for Medford and vi
cinity was set yesterday for
the second day in a row.

The reading was
the highest on record for Dec.

Previous high for the date
was 58 in 1945. A ee

maximum on Dec. 2 on Tues
day also was a record for that
day of the year.

Launched

economist Leon Keyserling to
address their conference.

The Labor Federation was
on record in favor of a 25-ce- nt

boost in the minimum to $1.25
and extension of coverage to
nearly 10 million additional
wage and salary workers. .

Secretary of Labor James
P. Mitchell, scheduled to
speak today, did not commit
himself on a higher minimum
or broader coverage in his
prepared remarks.

Mitchell said he would ask
Congress to amend the act to
authorize him to sue an em-
ployer to recover back wages
for an underpaid worker
without the worker's written
permission as now required. .

driver of the . automobile
jumped out but the passenger,
Homer Cloyd Brooks, 39, a
parolee from New Mexico,
was apprehended by Medford
police.

Local police were joined
by Central Point and 'state
police and sheriff's deputies,
and the ,1 S men covered the
roads and hillsides in the
area on foot and in automo
biles.

The driver of the vehicle,
Lendel Carl Buttram, 21, for
merly of Shady Cove, police
said, was arrested by . Med-
ford , police shortly after 4

ajn., walking on Pierce rd.
Police said the missing

money was not found on the
men or in the automobile
which was towed into Med
ford.

The Crater Finance , com
pany was entered through
the roof, Central Point police
said, after the air conditioner
had been removed. Entrance
to the building was made
through the hole, reports
show, and the burglars left
by the same way.

The cabinet safe was pried
open with several tools in-

cluding a claw hammer which
were left in the building.

The two men are expected
to be arraigned in district
court this afternoon.

Fly-Ov- er Planned

By Air Reservists
A flight of six C-1- troop

carriers over 'several Oregon
cities will highlight , activities
observing the 10th anniver-
sary of the Continental Air
Command, Capt. Daryl E.
Farnham, information ser-

vices officer of the 9417th
air reserve squadron, has an-

nounced. '
The troop carriers, from the

313th air reserve troop car-

rier squadron, Portland, are
scheduled t fly over Med-
ford at 2:20 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
7, and over Grants Pass at
2:29 p.m., weather permitting.

The Fourth Air Force, un-
der which command is the
9417th air reserve squadron,
designated the week of Dec.
1 through 7 as air reserve
week. The Continental Air
Command has charge of train-
ing programs for air reserv-
ists.

The 9417th air reserve
squadron, under the command
of Lt. Col. Manville ; Heisel,
Medford, has about 85 men
in detachments in Grants
Pass, Klamath Falls and Tule-lak- e,

Calif., and at the squad-
ron center in Medford.

More than 20,000 air force
reservists and Air National
Guardsmen in eight western
states included in the Fourth
Air Force area will observe
the 10th anniversary.

Salem - (UPD - Thomas G.
Wright, press secretary to
Gov. Robert D. Holmes, will
return to the city news staff
of the Oregon Statesman Jan.
10.

Ex-Conv-
ict Sought

For Questioning

In Two Killings
Phoenix - (UPD - Police in-

vestigating the throat-cuttin- g

double murder of Gambler
Gus Greenbaum and his wife
today sought a former em-

ployee who once served a

prison sentence for stealing
from Greenbaum.
Led to Conviction

Milner Jarvis was wanted
for questioning on his where-
abouts at the time of the
brutal slayings. Police said
Greenbaum signed a com-

plaint which led to Jarvis' ar-
rest and conviction of steal-

ing $45,000 in 1948 from the
Las Vegas Flamingo hotel
owned by the wealthy gam-
bler.

Jarvis was sentenced to 2
to 14 years in Nevada State
Prison. He was released be-

fore his term expired and less
than two weeks ago was seen
in Las Vegas.

Police . emphasized Jarvis
was not a suspect but that he
was sought as a matter of
routine.

"We are checking out all
possibilities," an officer said.
Offer $10,000 Reward

Authorities are investigat-
ing the possibility that the
double killing was the work
of the underworld but detec-
tives appeared to favor the
belief that Greenbaum and his
wife died at the hands of a
disgruntled former employee.

A $10,000 reward was be-

ing offered for the killer.

CP Jaycees To Hold

Lighting Contest
Central Point-T- he Central

Point Junior Chamber of
Commerce will sponsor a
Christmas lighting contest in
the Central Boint area this
year.

Entry blanks are available
at Central Point stores, and
must be returned to local mer-
chants by Dec. 20, according
to Dr. Ned Starnes, chairman
of the project.

Prizes will be awarded and
judging will be on the basis
of originality,' lighting and
theme. The winner will be eli-

gible to enter General Elec-tric- 's

nationwide $5,000 con-
test.

Judging will be the night
of Dec. 23, Dr. Starnes said.

Discussed
The effect of Medford's pro

posed subdivision ordinance
on the subdivider"s wallet was
discussed last night at the
joint meeting of the city coun-
cil and planning commission.

Other matters considered
were the zoning of Harold
Farr's property in Berrydale
and city policy with regard
to sign variances.

Since this was a; policy

Sweetland Raps

Coroner System
Portland - (UPD - State Sen.

Monroe Sweetland
today criticized Ore-

gon's present coroner system
in an address to the 43rd an-
nual Oregon sheriff's conven-
tion.

Sweetland explained a re
port of a legislative interim
committee which recommend-
ed that except in the special
case of Multnomah county the
coroner system be supplanted
by a medical examiner system.

Sweetland said that vol
umes of testimony before the
committee criticized the pres-
ent system. A bill calling for
the medical examiner system
has been prepared for the next
Legislature, he said.

Basement, First Floor

Damaged in Blaze
Basement and first floor of

the L. J. Gober residence,
Griffin Creek rd., were con-

siderably damaged by fire this
morning, city firemen re-

ported. '

They said that heavy smoke
damage resulted throughout
the house from the fire which
originated in the basement,
apparently from the sawdust
burner furnace. Firemen, who
were called about 7:20 a.m.,
reported that the family dog
suffocated in the fire.

WEATHER
FORECAST: Partly cloudy and
cooler tonight and Friday.
Patchy valley fog early Friday.
Low tonight 30. High Friday 45.

Temp.
Highest Yesterday : 61
Lowest this Morning 32

Our Skies Tonight
Sumet today 4:39 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow 7:25 ajn.
Moonrise tomorrow 1:21 a.m.
New Moon Dec 10
PROMINENT7 STARS
Square of Pegasus, high
in south 6:48 p.m.
Alpheratz, the upper left hand
star of the figure, is not quit
as bright as the North Star.

Debbie Reynolds Seeks
Divorce Charging Cruelty

To Boost Minimum Wage
T.os Aneeles-niPD-T- he "ideal"

marriage of Eddie Fisher and
Debbie Reynolds was ended

today when the perky young
actress filed for divorce charg-

ing her husband with cruelty.
' Debbies' court action fol-

lowed movieland's most ex-

plosive triangle of the past
decade involving glamorous
Elizabeth Taylor who junket--

- ed off to New York earlier
this fall with Eddie.
Settlement Not Reached

Attorney Frank Belcher,
representing Miss Reynolds,
filed the divorce charging gen- -

, eral cruelty and said a prop-
erty settlement had not been
reached.

Fisher's attorney, Martin
Gang, said "We had hoped
she would get things moving.
The property settlement is
proceeding at a normal pace."

Washington-dJPD-Organiz- ed

labor and its allies launched
a major drive today to obtain
an increase in the federal min-

imum wage and extend it to
include millions of workers
not now covered.

, New demands for Congress
to revamp ' the Fair Labor
Standards Act were expected
to result from a two-da-y con-

ference marking the 20th- - an-

niversary of the minimum
wage law.
Speakers Lined Up

The AFL-CI- O and the Na-

tional Consumers League,
joint sponsors of the meeting,
lined up such New Deal head-line-rs

'as former Secretary of
Labor Frances Perkins and


