ALAS KA (Continued)

I.onely gravel road, untamed forest, and overwhelming scenery

are typical of Alaska's major virtues and towering handicaps.

get started. One prominent Alaskan
said flatly, *Alaska needs money more
than it needs men." Men, however,
are still sought for other reasons.

Not for jobs, though. Like other
communities, those in Alaska need a
few trained professionals—engineers,
teachers, medical- personnel, etc.—but
there the need ceases. The unskilled
and semiskilled worker, even the
white collar worker, are there in
abundance, and there are more of
them than there are jobs. The need in
the city is for more employers, not
employees.

Out in the country, however, the
wild land is waiting for men who can
tame it. A new wave of homesteaders,
similar to those of the early West, is
expected in the 49th state. In fact,
farmers are eagerly sought, because
one thing is certain about Alaska's
future: it will never be able to supply
enough of its own food to meet the
demand. Whatever is grown there will
find a long line of hungry customers,

Right now Alaska is importing 95
percent of what it eats, creating as-
tronomical prices for even basic com-
modities. The reason is that less than
1 percent of its gargantuan ground
area is considered suitable farm land,
and only 20,000 acres of this is now
under cultivation. There are about
three million more acres—chiefly
around Anchorage and Fairbanks—
waiting for the first bite of a plow,
and some of it is free for the asking
—and working.

Why haven't more people asked?
Because it's back-breaking work. The
land must first be cleared of trees and
roots and rocks (at a cost of up to
$250 an acre), Farm equipment is
discouragingly expensive, and ferti-
lizer for crops and feed for livestock
must all be imported. Under these
conditions even the most liberal
homesteading laws—and they're ex-
pected to be considerably more liberal
under statehood—don’t help much. It's
estimated that it will take either
$25,000 in capital or three generations
of farmers to make a homestead pay.

But some are doing it anyway,
working the farms part of the year,
working elsewhere the rest of the year
to get money to live on. Those who
started cultivating raise most of the
hardy vegetables, notably potatoes,

and some grains and berries. To-
matoes, corn, and other relatively hot-
weather crops don't thrive. Dairying
is successful in some areas, and cattle-
raising and sheepherding are starting
to prove themselves on a limited scale.

But, as they say down on the farm,
Alaskan homesteaders still have a
long, tough row to hoe. Alaskans see
more immediate hope for a temporary
type of immigrant—the tourist.

If it sounds wvulgar to say that
Alaskans eagerly await visits from
people who'll come up there to spend
some money, then a lot of “vacation-
land areas" within the 48 states are
openly guilty of vulgarity. Let's face
it, tourism is big business, and Alaska
is expected to have one of the biggest.

Last year alone it took in $29,000,000
from hunters, fishermen, camera fans,
and others, Statehood is expected to
create so much new interest that this
figure will be multiplied several times
over, In justice, however, it should be
said that the tourists will unques-
tionably get their money's worth.
Whatever it takes to attract them,
Alaska has in overwhelming volume,

Where else can you find:

—Small game from wildfowl to
minks and marmots, big game from
Kodiak bears to caribou, and sea
mammals from whales to walruses.

—Scenery that staggers the imagi-
nation; a profusion of forests and
flowers, rivers and lakes teeming with
fish, glaciers you can climb or watch
drop tons of their icy selves into
gorges, and mountains wherever you
look, including 20 active volcanoes
and the highest peak on the continent,
Mt. McKinley. All this and the mid-
night sun, too.

—Real natives, Indians, Eskimos,
and Aleuts, living where they have for
centuries, not on Government reserva-
tions, but in their own villages in their
own way—with a few of the white
man's ways, too. They're quite willing,
for instance, to sell homemade trin-
kets to tourists.

ANOT!I!‘.R temporary immigrant in
Alaska is there on a more
permanent basis than tourists—
Uncle Sam. And his status in Alaska
is a source of both joy and anguish.
The Federal Government is by far the
largest single employer in Alaska

(45,000 servicemen and many more
civilian employees) and the largest
single source of revenue (70 percent
of the total income).

But, as one caustic critic com-
mented, ‘What the Government giveth,
the Government can taketh away."”
It's happened more than once. A top-
priority military crash program needs
construction workers in a hurry and
pays top wages to get them, Then,
when it's finished, nothing! And thou-
sands are out of work.

One of the strongest arguments
against Alaskan statehood was its
overwhelming dependence on Gov-
ernment spending. What would hap-
pen if this “subsidy” were ever with-
drawn? The happy fact, however, is
that it's not very likely. The trend,
instead, is toward more spending and,
ironically, this was one of the strong-
est argduments for statehood.

Alaska stands at the crossroads of
the world and, militarily, it is prob-
ably the United States’ most strategic
area. It's much closer to Russian bases
than anywhere in the 48 states and
yet, with all due respect, it's not as
attractive a target as those farther
south. In other words, it's a good
launching platform for our own offen-
sive weapons, and it's an excellent
defensive warning station against
polar attacks on other areas in the
U.S. and Canada. Such an area, many
in Washington said, should have closer
ties with its homeland.

All three armed services are sta-
tioned in Alaska under the unified
Alaskan Command, the Army chiefly
at Fort Richardson, the Navy on
Kodiak and Adak islands, and the Air
Force at Ladd, Eielson, and Elmendorf
air bases. But smaller units are scat-
tered throughout the vast land, tend-
ing antennas that search the skies like
rabbits’ ears. There's about a billion
dollars invested there, chiefly on radar
and radio stations along the coasts. A
$250-million missile-detection base is
slated for construction near Fairbanks,
The whole network is probably the
biggest and most expensive burglar
alarm ever built, and such an invest-
ment is not likely to be withdrawn
overnight.

Thoughtful Alaskans, however, are
not inclined to depend entirely on
Federal spending to lift them out of
the past, but to use it as a convenient
cushion to carry them through a
transition period when many changes
must take place. The new state's po-
tential, in spite of the enormous hand-
icaps, is too great to ignore and too
rich to waste.

So what's ahead for Alaska is in
many ways the same thing that was
ahead for the great American West
after the Civil War—almost unlimited
opportunity mixed with equal quan-
tities of blood, sweat, and tears. And,
as any tourist who's crossed the West
knows, much of it is still undeveloped
today—and the Civil War ended
nearly 100 years ago.

The last frontier may last a long
while. It will be exciting to watch,
nevertheless,
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IF YOU ARE
ON THIS LIST...

[] Nervous and tense

[C] Arthritic

(] Heart trouble

[C] Invalid

[C] Middle-aged or elderly
[] Pregnant or nursing
(] High blood pressure

DON'T LET CONSTIPATION
ADD TO YOUR WORRIES!

As distressing as constipation can be
in “normal’ people without special
conditions or illnesses, chronic irreg-
ularity can be extremely aggravating
—even dangerous—in some cases. If
you are on the list, you've probably
been cautioned already by your own
physician, to avoid harsh laxatives
and purgatives, Your doctor may have
indicated concern about the “strain-
ing” that goes with constipation
(particularly in cardiac, high blood
pressure, and similar cases), and he
may already have recommended
SARAKA. SARAKA works naturally,
eflectively, the way nature intended
your system to work — gently,
smoothly, without siress or harsh-
ness. SARAKA is easy and pleasant to
take, after meals or before bed. At
your drug store or drug counler,
SPECIAL OFFER: For generous
week’s supply send 10¢ to SARAKA,
Dept. 106, Kenilworth, N, J.
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|  SARAKA
f;j “natural way to regularity”
4 DIABETIC

or DIETING?
::41 ask for

| SARAKA D
&‘*'F the only SUGAR FREE

i bulk laxative
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Deft alone does the
entire job from raw
wood to bartop hn-
ish. Will not darken,
Divies in 30 minutes,
Professional results every time.

Wherever paints are sold, or twrite for folder
DESEOND's, 1020, 540k 51, Loa Aapries 02, Callt. Or. F.W

BUY U.S.

< SAVINGS BONDS
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OH, MY
ACHING BACK

Nw IYm: AN url Uw fastrelief you need
from nagging knche, hendnche and
muscular nches lﬂd paing that often enuse
restlenns nighls and misernble tired-out
feclingn. When these discomforts eome on
with over-exertion or stress and strain
~you want relief—want it fast! Another
dinturbanee may be mild blsdder irritation
following wrong food nnd drink—often set-
ting up a restlesn uncomfortnble feeling.

Doan's Pills work fast in 4 separate
ways ! 1. by apeedy pain-relieving aetion to
enno torment of nnping backache, hewil-
nehes, museulnr aches and palna, 2, by
soothing effect on bindder Irritation. 8. hy
mild dinretie aetion tending to inervase
milput of the 15 milen of kidney tubes,

Enjoy n good night's sleep and the
enme happy rellef millions bave for over
A0 years, New, lans site saves money.
Get Doan's Pilly today |




