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Basic Financial State Support
Needed Locally, Dr. Merkel Says

Editor’s note: The follow-
ing article written by Dr.
A. Erin Merkel. Jackson
county public health offi-
cer. appeared in the Octo-
ber issue of the
Health Bulletin, published
by the Oregon state board
of health. The special issue
was prepared through the
cooperation of Oregon’s lo-
cal health department staff
members to acquaint read-
ers with the current status,
problems and needs of com-
munity health programs.
Dr. Merkel's article appears
here in full from the Ore-
gon Health Bulletin.)

By DH. A. ERIN MERKEL

“I have been with the Jack-
son County Health Depart-
ment for 21 years. Many
changes have taken place in
public health during this pe-
riod—both in concepts of pub-
lic health and in actual serv-
jces given to the citizens of |
this health jurisdiction.

“About 18 years of the pe-
riod has been characterized by |
rapid growth. From 1940-1945 |
we experienced an unusual |
growth due to an Army can-|
tonement adjacent to Medford |
with about 35,000 troops. This |
period was one of crowded |
living conditions plus manyi
demnands for extra health serv-|
ices, for army personnel de-|
pendents. However, we were
able to cope with most of the
situations as they arose. Note- |
worthy was the fact that|
Camp White had the record
of less man days lost due to|
V.D. than any other camp in
the U.S. The only real threat
occurred during 1942 when
an epidemic of meningococcic
meningitis broke out among
the troops and there were also |
17 cases among civilians-one
resulting in death.

Population Increase

“Since the war years Jack-
son county has experienced a
rapid population increase. In
fact, it has more than doubled
since 1940. In common with
all parts of Oregon, where
fast growth has taken place
without proper planning and
control, we have many health
problems. City fringe areas
have needed much atfention |
due to improper sewage dis-|
posal and pollution of private
water supplies.

“Many needed changes have
been made through legislation
during the past 20 years to|
give us better local control
over such matters as restau-
rant sanitation, tourist facili-
ties, city fringe areas, sewage.n|
problems, etc. However, as a
result of such added responsi- |
bilities we are faced with the
problem of adeguate budget-
ing and health department
staffing. This, no doubt, is a
critical problem facing every
health department in Oregon.
With one exception, every
health department in this
state still falls considerably
short of a $2 per capita budget |
which is considered a mini-|
mum to furnish only the basic |
health services in a given
community. A partial solution |
can be simply stated: that the
local health departments need |
basic financial state support,
similar to our present basic |
school support, road and oth-
er similar services receiving
some state assistance.

Still Has Unmet Needs

“This eounty still has many
unmet, or at best only parti-
ally-met needs, in the various
fields of health. By state law
the county health department
has the responsibility of ‘en-|
forcing the health and sani- |
tary laws of the state and:
conducting other activities for |
the preservation of health or |
the prevention of disease.

“In recent years much has
been said about mental health |
being America’s leading pub- |
lic health program. In Jack-|

ing the most urgent need in'
this field, through our Child |
Guidance Clinie, as our facili- |
ties are meager and our staff
small. In this elinic we are
offering limited services to
children in the 6-16 age group, |
thus leaving the rest of the|
population untouched, except !
for a limited service in follow-
up care by public health
nurses to State Hospital dis-
charged patients. At present
the community is asking for
broadened services in mental
health for adulis and in the
pre-school age child and espe-
cially for adult counselling in
such matters as family prob-
lems, marriage and alcohol-
ism. Uniil we can foresee a
budgeting solution, our activi-
ties in this field will have to
remain limited.
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“I feel that there is also
[a joint county and state re-
| sponsibility in the field of
| tuberculosis control. The ac-
| tual treatment of most tuber-
culer persons is being shared

by Jackson county in coop-|

| eration with the State Tuber-
culosis Hospital. Most new
cases are admitted to the state
| facility for complete evalua-
the patient can safely return
| to his home and family. The
] county health department con-
| tinues the anti-microbial drug
| therapy to its recommended
| completion. Many of these
| cases do not have financial re-
| sources for private mediecal
| care. To do an adequate job on
| this follow-up treatment and
| care program, the local health
!deparu‘nent needs strengthen-
ling of its facilities, personnel

[and budget. This type of pro-

gram, I believe, is sound, as
it will shorten the over-all

| patient days in the State Tu-

tion and for treatment until |

 berculosis Hospitals and save
' the taxpayers money in the
|long run.
Sanitation Field

“The field of sanitation also
presents many problems as
mentioned before. Rapid
growth has taken place in
this county and seems fo con-

| prelects our streams
| lakes, better housing conirol,
better vector control and all
other sanitary control not only
benefits the local communi-
ties, but is of benefit to Ore-
gon as a whole. Much has
been - accomplished in this
field in the past 20 years, both
in new services and in staff.
However, we are only able
to meet the most urgent prob-
lems due to a lack of adequate

staff.
“Our aging population cre-

tinue. Better sanitation which |

budget and a minimum of[

ates many new problems in
the field of public health. The
cardiacs, diabetics, nephritics,

l

DETERMINATION

Bury St. Edmunds, England
—{lPp-Mrs. Mildred Elvin is a
determined woman. A magis-|
trate fined Mrs. Elvin, who|
already had spent $280 on|
fruitless driving lessons, $2.85
for trying to bribe a driving
examiner to pass her after her
eighth unsuccessful test. Then
Mrs. Elvin, who had since
failed tests 9 and 10, hurried
off to prepare for test 11.

arthritics and dehabilitated
are asking for public health
nursing services which we|
are unable to supply. How-

and|ever, to make these individ- |
vals productive within their
capacities and more comfort-
able, we feel much more could
be done in the field of coun-
seling, education and direct
service.”
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Easy to Wash . . . Forget About Ironing!

Fabulous Fiberglas, in beautiful new decorator colors
. . . to brighten all the rooms in your home! Select
the perfect styles for your home in easy-care Fiber-
glas . . . colorfast, completely washable and they
dry in just seven minutes! Nutmeg, champagne, sea
spray, gold, pink, or white.

52"x45" _________3.99
76"x45"_______ 6.99
52"x54" ______ 499
76"x54" ____7.99

COLORS
GALORE!

® REDS
® BLUES

® GRAYS
WINES
NAVY
TURQUOISE
CERISE
PINK
WHITE
BLACK
BROWNS
GREENS
ROSE

4-0z. KN

76"x84" 9.99
104"x84" __13.99
124"x84"_______19.99
150"x84"______ 21.99
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GOES ON SALE TOMORROW 9:30 A.M.

Special purchase of 4-ounce skeins of finest quality
100% wool knitting worsted. 4-ply construction. Ideal
for such articles as afghans, sweaters, scarfs, caps

and mittens. 15 wanted

colors.
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Big Penney values in spec-
ially selected cotton night-
ies. Toasty warm in bou-

- quet prinis that machine
%, TR wash in lukewarm water.
g - - Get several now at this
x L3 'E o

i WN" o *"'a-\) tremendous saving. Be pre-
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SALE MONDAY!

I Special Buy!
!

Printed Percale
Yardage

25¢. | 2/51

I Pins, earrings, necklaces, brace-
lets . . . all famous name pieces
in assorted metals and colors.
Be here early!

Costume Jewelry
Gift Boxed

Perfect quality cotton percale in
a nice selaction of Fall prints and
colors. Sew up savings! 35" wide.

lus 109% Fed. tax

A P!
PENNEY'S STREET FLOOR l PENNEY’S STREET FLOOR

More Savings! l Penco Quality
Men’s Terrific Stamped
Sock Assortment |  Pillow Tubing

381 | 1.79 -

Choose cotton argyles and other = Famous name quality 144 thread
assorted patterns . .
able nylons that fit perfectly
without a wrinkle. Sizes 10 to

13.
PENNEY’S STREET FLOOR I

. or stretch- I

12 beautiful patterns.
for yourself and for fine gifts.

PENNEY’'S STREET FLOOR

More Savings!

Men’s Better
Leather Belts

2/°1

i Hurry! Don’t miss this early bird
H gift special! You'll want to stock
up on holiday gifts at this low,
low price. Assorted styles, colors
PENNEY’S STREET FLOOR

More Savings!

Big Selection
Gift Toys

66¢

I More to select from .

Christmas toy special! Select me-
chanical, educational,
fun toys!

PENNEY'S STREET FLOOR

FIRST QUALITY!

===rOR EXTRA SAVINGS!

*SHOP MONDAY
- 9:30 am. £ill 9 p.m.

for your dollar, more
selection, when you
shop Penney’s Big
Thrift Store!

Special Purchase!

“A. Printed Cotton

count pillow tubing stamped in [
_ Hem- H
‘stitched and ready to embroider

i . . more M
to save in Penney's special pre- H

just - for-

Flannelette Gowns

279

'B. Tiny Price! Printed
Flannelette Pajamas

2

C. Gifty Rayon Knit Tricot
Lace Trimmed Gown

Women's warm, Sanforized cotton
flannel gowns in a comfortable,
full-cut style. Long sleeves, dainty
floral patterns on white grounds.
And in complete size range from
34 to 48. Hurry, Scoop up several!

PENNEY'S THRIFTY STREET FLOOR

Tailored mandarins! Lace trimmed
butcher boy types! All so warm and
gay with print on soft cotton flan-
nel at Penney’s little price! Ma-
chine wash. Sizes 34 to 40.

PENNEY’'S THRIFTY STREET FLOOR

298

You get more gift value in Penney’s
perfect quality rayon tricot knit
gowns . , . beautifully styled and
trimmed with lace. Pink, blue or
champagne. Sizes 32 to 48.

PENNEY’S THRIFTY STREET FLOOR

Girls Cozy
Warm

Flannelette

BABY DOLLS AND &
PAJAMAS IN ONE

i

3-PC. SLEEP SET |

998

sizes 4 to 16 &

Some like ’em long . . .
some wear ‘em short —
pants that is — with these
adorable sleep sets of San-
forized cotton flannel. Lace
irim top and 2 bottoms.
Pink or blue check or print.

Special!
MEN'S
Higher Priced
SANFORIZED

Flannel
PAJAMAS

244

More patterns, styles! Cotton
flannel pajomas are full-cut
over Towncraftf® patterns.
Notch or pullover style in
stripes, fancies, with elastic
tap pant. Sanforized!

Sizes A, B, C, D

Speciall

BOYS PRINTED
‘COTTON FLANNEL

Sanforized
PAJAMAS

1.77

Ages 6 to 16

Many patterns! Sanforized
cotton flannel in slipover or
coat style ‘pajomas. Draw=
string waist. Machine wash-
able and colorfast. Sizes 6 to
16.

PENNEYS STREET FLOOR




