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Italian Girl-Turned-Into-Man
Thinks It's Nothing for Story

(Editor’s mnote: The world was
startled recently when word came
out of a small Italian village about
a peasant family whaose “daughters”

, were being changed into sons in

almost wholesale numbers. United
Press International sent a reporter
to visit the family for the firsthand
story which follows.)

By ERNEST SAKLER
UPI Correspondent

Giffone, Italy —MPD) —- The
young man was black-haired,
very small, belligerent, and
didn't look at all as though
he'd ever been a girl.

Standing there in the field,
a2 hoe on his shoulder and his
pretty, 15-vear-old wife, Sera-
{fina, by his side, Vittorio Al-
varo didn't want to answer
questions,

Yes, he was 23 vyears old,
Vittorio conceded, and it was
just three years ago that he
went to a clinic and became
a girl-into-boy. But it wasn't
much of a story. Why so much
interest?

To Vittorio's fellow - villag-
ers, as to Vittorio himself, it
was nothing to get excited
about. He had never behaved
like a girl anyway-‘"always
running after girls,” he ad-
mitted with a grin. The vil-
lage didn’t find it too exciting
at a person’s sex should be
set straight. That's what those
hospitals in the cities were
for.

Wonderful Specimens

To doctors, however, Vit-
torio and his family were
very wonderful specimens.
There were no less than five
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cases in the family of women
who had or could have turned
man. One of Vittorio's sisters
had done so, at the same time
| he was “corrected.’”” Another
was going to be. And then

there were Vittorio's two
aunts, his mother’s sisters,
who could have used sex-

change surgery if it had been
advanced enough in their
time.

Vittorio finally told his
story reluctantly, letting it be
known that as a hard-working
peasant high up in the hills of
Calabria (“it is a2 poor land”)
he didn’t have time to stand
there gabbing. .

As Vittorio told it, it didn't
sound like much of a story.

When he was born he was a
girl and they called him Rosa
Marina and they combed his
hair into tresses. But he never
quite felt like a girl and would
rove the fields climbing trees
and walls and fighting with
boys and doing other ungirl-
ish things. He would play
cards in the inns and go
around at night strumming
serenades on his mandolin.

Oh, ves, there was his
vounger sister, Maria Antonia,
who was also like that, only
shyver. And there were the
two aunts, Pasqualina Sor-
bara who is now dead and
Michelina who is alive, in her
50s, wears men's shoes and
carries a whip.

Worked As Maid

For a few summers, Vittor-
io — at that time still Rosa
Marina — worked as a house-
maid in nearby Cinquefronde.
Then Rosa Marina heard of a
girl who became a man in the
town of Cittanova and was
called Edoardo Simonetta, She
decided she wanted a sex
change too.

It took some time to get a
doctor interested, Vittorio
said. But Dr. Salvatore Mu-
sumeci, a surgeon in Catania,
Sicily, heard of the case. In
19855, Rosa Marina and Maria
Antonia went to his clinic and
on July 23 that year became
Vittorio and Antonio.

Antonio is now 18 and helps
out in the fields. He was away
from home, looking for sea-
sonal work in northern Italy.
He hasn’t found a girl friend
vet because he is shy and also
because he wanfs to marry a
rich girl now that his name
has been in the papers.

Took Three, Years

It took three years, until
this summer, to get the sex
changes recognized by a court
order, and the bureaucratic
machinery hasn't quite caught
up with it yet. In the general
elections in May this year,
Vittorio had to vote with a
woman's certificate.

He is not eligible for mili-

|

tary service because he is a

famlly head now, but Antonio sters last month but Said ..I

may be drafted next year.

That was about all Vittorio
had to tell, except for the fact
that he has a three-year-old
sister, Francesca Giuseppina,
who also needs a sex change
and will get it in the next few
months,

In Cantania, Dr. Musumeci
said it had taken him con-
siderable time and biological
and psychoclogical tests to de-
cide if Vittorio had better be
a boy or a girl,

“Vittorio Alvaro was a typi-
cal instance of a genuine her-
maphrodite,” the Sicilian sur-
geon said. “He had both in-
ward and outward character-
istics of both sexes. Biological
tests failed to prove decisive,
but psychological tests show-
ed the male side was pre-
dominant in his character and
I made my decision on the
basis of that.”

‘False Hermaphrodite’

The case of Antonio was
simpler, Dr. Musumeci said.
He was a *“false hermaphro-
dite of the female type)”
meaning that his inner organs
were male and only outward
characteristics were female.

Both were prepared psycho-
ligically before being operat-
ed on, Dr. Musumeci said.
They were placed in the male
section of the clinic so they
would become accustomed to
being among men. Their long
hair was first combed and
then cut.

Both were perfectly normal
and fit to marry and have
children when they left the
clinic, Dr. Musumeci said.

The surgeon said such sex
change operations j“are not
exceptional” but require con-
siderable skill and knowledge.
He said the most interesting
side of the Giffone cases was
their clear hereditary nature.

The heredity, Dr. Musumeci
said, came from the family of
Vittorio's mother, Caterina
Sorbara. She herself is nor-
mal, but the two masculine-
looking aunts were her sisters.

Dr Musumeci said that al-
though there was no scientific
evidence about the origin of
the hereditary factor, he be-
lieved centuries of marriages
between close kin in the small
hill village palyed a role in it.

First chloroform for use as
an anaesthetic in America was
believed that produced by 3
Nova Scotia druggist and
early medical records have es-
tablished the year as about
1833.

Sisal is not as tough as ma-
nila (abaca) but is used to
make millions of pounds of

binder and baler twines.

Though most people in-
stantly recognize a mallard
drake because of his bright
green head, white collar and

cockily curled tail feathers,
you may have seen one this
very week and not been
aware of it.

If so, it i= because you saw
him when he was moulting
out of his “eclipse” plumage
into a resplendent coat of new
fall feathers.

His eclipse plumage is well
named. It makes him look
drab and dull, He gets it when
he moults out of his fall or
winter plumage, and the
transition comes at a time
most convenient for a male.

It occurs soon after mating,
when his lady is hatching out
a clutch of eight or ten light
greenish eggs in her down-
lined mest. And at that point,
the drake, like an irrespon-
sible father, takes off for a
secluded marsh where he and
other mallard fathers get on
with the moulting.

Business is rapid and it
used (o be dangerous. In two
weeks or so he can no longer
fly because of the feather loss.
Years ago that was the time
when the Indians chose to
hunt, him in the swamps. To-
day, however, men are no
hazard, and by early August
he is equipped with service-
able plumage that is just
about as colorless as his
lady's.

Instructing Brood

She, by this time, is in-
structing her brood in the
business of swimming and
flying. The fluffy little fel-
lows sail about behind her
wearing a protective pattern
of brown or darker hues that
make them almost indistin-
guishable {from their sur-
roundings, so long as near the
shore, _

Is That So?

By OLGA BURNS

As for the drake, by early
or mid-September he is moul-
ting again for the other and
final change of the year.

By October, early Novem-

ber at the latest, the job is
done. His head is green once
more with a richness of color
no emerald could surpass, and
soon he and his family take
off on their annual jaunt to
Mexico or the southern states
to spend the winter.
(Released by McClure
Newspaper Syndicate)

Free: By special arrange-
ment with the editors of the
Encyclopedia Americana, my
panel of judges will award
each week to the reader who
sends me the best true-life
nature adventure, the best na-
fure observation, or the best
question on mature and wild-
life, a complete 30-volume set
of this world-famous reference
work in a handsome Sealcraft
binding. Each week new sub-
missions will be considered.
Sorry, I simply can't answer
your many friendly Iletters.
Please address your letter to:
Is That So! ¢/o Medford Mail
Tribune, Box 1069, San Fran-
cisco, Calif,
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Bender Declares
Check Returned

Washington — (PD-Former
Sen. George H. Bender (R-
Ohio) confirmed Wednesday
that he received $1,000 from
the Ohio Conference of Team-

returned it immediately.”

Bender denied he ever re-
ceived a $100 Christmas gift
from the Teamsters in 1955.

The Senate Rackets Com-
mittee presented evidence that
the Ohio Teamsters Confer-
ence gave a 51,000 check to a
“George H. Bender.”

Bender told United Press
International that “I never
received any gifts or cam-
paign contributions from the
Teamstiers Union or any other
union fo my knowledge.”

The first car ferry is be-
lieved to have been put into
operation in Scotland on the
Firth of Forth in 1849.

Party-Prefty

N

BODY RECOVERY—The body of a dead commuter hangs halfway out of the first win-
dow of this Jersey Central Railroad passenger car, as it is raised from the water of
Newark Bay. This car was one of three commuter cars which ran off an open span.
of the drawbridge at Bayonne, N. J., and plunged into the bay, causing an estimated
loss of life of 40 persons.

Rio Grande City, Texas, a
town with a population of
3,877, was once army head-
quariers for woung officers
Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E.
Lee, Stonewall Jackson, Jef-
ferson Davis and John Persh-
ing,

Natives of Iceland are large-
ly of Scandinavian origin.
Some Irish descendants alsp
live on this Arctic Circle is-
land.

Minnesota's first governor
was Henry H. Sibley, an
American Fur Company rep-
resentative. He also served as
Minnesota Territory’'s first
delegate to Congress.

Japan derives 60 per cent of
its power for industry from
coal and about 28 per cent
from water power. The re-
remainder is derived from

natural gas and petroleum
Sources.
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" Your Best Buy! "
X vy I
§ Spreckels Granulated :
E Sugar...In the }
: extra thrifty 2, 5, :
: 10 and 25 pound bags! :
) ZE T — "0

Flowers for the hostess —
an elegant apron abloom with
tulips and roses in a mesh
frame.

Glamor aprons, pretty
enough for serving at a gala
luncheon or dinner. Pattern
7238. chart; crochet directions
for apron in No. 30 cotton.
Send Thirty - five cents
(coins) for this pattern — add
5 cents for each pattern for
1st - class mailing. Send to
Medford Mail Tribune, House-
hold Arts Dept., P. O. Box
168, Chelsea Station, New
York 11, N. Y. Print plainly
NAME, ADDRESS, PAT-
TERN NUMBER.

Our new 1959 Alice Brooks
Needlecraft Catalog, just out,
has many designs for crochet-
ing, knitting, embroidery,
quilts, dolls, weaving. A spec-
ial gift, in the catalog to keep
a child happily occupied — a
cutout doll and clothes to
color. Sent 25 cents for your
copy of the book.

e CHEETOS

® BAR-B-Q
FRITOS

Ideal for. Picnics

or Snacks

Family Cake
& Cookie Co.

L. S. (Stan) Tiegs,
Distributor

Talent — Ph. KE 5-2775
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King Kelly
Marmalade

2". 49"

h . 7
2 Peanut Butter

49’! Ib. Jar

Hormel

FANCY
SLICING

TOMATOES

10:

Fine Cooking, Winter

Banana Apples
10:

, Oregon
e . State Fair
Blue Ribbon Winner

RED SPUDS

Grown Locally by
Herman EKamping

10

pounds

49

69‘ b. Can

Heinz

Tomato Soup

3 e 33°

Heinz

' Vegetable Soup -
3 e 39"

Carnation

Solid White Tuna
3 ... 199

Silver Dollar
Stamps

Packed in Safe, Easy-to-Open
Glass Jars

BUY 12
GET ONE FREE

I

DUNCAN HINES CAKE MIX
3 Bom_89¢ mm'r(:l::}u Sy

T

ALICE LOVE STRAWBERRY JAM

- 39 .. .

NO LIMIT ON OK SPECIALS!

HEINZ
BABY
FOOD

Hormel’s
SLAB

BACON

59:

Boned & Rolled
PORK . .. -

ROAST

)9

Bar-B-Q Beef

Swift Brookfield

Link Sausage

Home of SILVER DOLLAR STAMPS
OPEN 8:00 A.M. UNTIL

MIDNI

GHT

7 DAYS A WEEK

EASY PARKING
EASY SHOPPING

1202 No. Riverside




