14 MAIL TRIBUNE, Medford, Oregen, Friday, September 12, 1938

In Every Society to Punish

This is the last of three ar-
ticles designed to acquaint vol-
ers with the arguments for and
agzinst capital punishment.

By JOE BIGHAM

The death penalty has the
Jongest tradition of any form
of punishment. It has been
used by every society to pun-
ish its worst criminals.

Why has execution found
s0 much favor throughout his-
tory, right down to Oregon-
19587

| tect

Deterrence has always been |

given an important place in |

the philosophy surrounding
the death penaliy. Retention-
ists argue that the death pen-
alty deters potential murder-
ers from committing murder
by showing them just what
they can expect if they do.
They claim that no other pun-
ishment is so feared as is ex-
ecution, Even if the threat of
execution fails to deter from
murder in every instance, it
certzinly does exercise
greater deterrent influence
than would any other form of
punishment, retentionists
claim.

Deterrent Effect

The fact that one abolition-
jst state, Rhode Island, per-
mits execution of a life term-
er who murders is an admis-
sion that the death penalty
does have some deterrent
effect, claim retentionists.

Determining with any ac-
curacy just how many persons
are actually deterred from
murder by the fear of execu-
tion is an impossible task. The
problem is simply that any
person who decides not to
murder because he fears ex-
ecution is unlikely fo tell any-
one that he had contemplated
murder.

The only unarguable deter-
rent effect of the death pen-
alty is that it prevenis any
repetition of murder by the
particular person who is ex-
ecuted.

Protection of Society

Protection of society is the
paramount duty of the stafe’s
law enforcement, judicial and
penal systems. Defenders of
the death penalty argue that

al

this punishment offers the
only effective and safe meth-
od of protecting society from
repeated killings by a mur-

| derer. Some draw a parallel | greater
| between the individual's right | than the man that

to kill in self defense and the
right of the state to kill in
defense of its citizens as a
whole.

Retentionists argue that it
is the duty of the state to pro-
its people absolutely. Any
other consideration must be
secondary. Any individual or

state which does not follow
this principle is no better than
the murderer himself.

Retentionists back up their
argument by citing the Bible.
Two scripture passages are
commonly cited in defense of
capital punishment.

Genesis 9:6 reads: “Whoso
sheddeth man's blood, by man
shall his blood be shed: for in
the image of God made he
man.” Romans 13:1-2 states:
“Let every soul be subject
unto the highest powers. For
there is no power but of God:
The powers that be are or-
dained of God. Whosoever,
therefore, resisteth the power,
resisteth the ordinance of
God: And they that resist
shall receive to themselves
damnation.”

Sixth Commandment =

Defenders of the death pen-
alty also claim that the Sixth
Commandment, “Thou Shalt
not Kill,"” does not forbid use
of the death penalty. The
Commandment forbids mur-
der, not capital punishment.

Retentionists also question
what is fo keep a murderer
who has been sentenced to
life from killing a guard in an
attempt to escape? He can re-
ceive no harsher treatment
than he is already serving, so
he would have no compunc-
tions against murdering a
guard fo facilitate his escape.

Defenders of the death pen-
alty decry the seeming cal-
lousness of the supposedly
humanitarian abolifionists
who pay so much attention to
the rights and welfare of the
murderer that they forget the

murdered person’s family.
They claim that the victim's
family is entitled to much

this
them.
‘ Common Argument

terrible

Another common argument |
is that many states have aban- |

| doned capital punishment for
{iff is the Republican incum-

[a time only to restore it later.

| Defenders of capital punish-
! ment claim that an alarming
rise in the murder rate ac-
companied abolition in many
instances.

Defenders also claim that
abolitionists have been unable

cient substitute punishment
for the death penalty that
will protect society and will
be certain of accomplishment.
They claim that one of the
serious drawbacks of the abo-
litionist argument is that they
have never,come up with a
proposed alternative that is
sound and workable.

One commonly espoused al-
ternative, a strict system of
life imprisonment, is viewed
by some as little better than
death from the prisoner's
standpoint, since he must die
to carry out his sentence any-
way.

Other Alternative

The other alternative, reha-
bilitation, has many flaws
which have never been ironed
out through trial and error,
since few trials have been
made an” the public is afraid
to suffer the consequences of
error. Retentionists claim that
it would be impossible to
safeguard the public through
a rehabilitation system. They
claim that it is impossible to
prove that a former murderer
has been cured. Turning him
loose on society is an invita-
tion to him to repeat his act.

Summarizing the argu-
ments on both sides, abolition-
ists elaim that capital punish-
ment is wrong because it fails
to deter potential murderers,
because an innocent person
may be executed, because only

|Campaign Card
Death Penalty Has Been Used Infroduces Kin

Salem-UPI-Don Maestretti, | -
e
| state capitol police officer

sorrow and suffering of the |
| Capitol Mall, was surprised
| this week to be handed a cam-

svmpathy and help'
brought |
sorrow upen |

' is under civil service and pro-

to produce an effective, effi-

| ment is the best deterrent to

who has charge of parking
and building security in the

paign card calling for election
of 2 man by the same name
for sheriff.

Maestretti, the Oregon one,

hibited from political activ-
ity.

1t turned out that the Don
Maestretti running for sher-

bent from Lander county, Ne-
vada. The two are second
cousins, but have never met.

the poor are executed and be-
cause it is morally wrong for
the state to take life.
Retentionists counter by
saving that capital punish-

murder available today and
is needed to insure adequate
protection for the public.

In contclusion, what does
the experience of the differ-
ent states show?

Whereas the defenders of
capital punishment claim the
homicide rate has risen in
many cases when it has been
abolished, and the critics of
the punishment claim that it
does not act as a deterrent,
the statistics are non-conclu-
sive. i

For instance, in 1853 the
entire New England region,
including the abolitionist
states of Maine and Rhode Is-
land, had a homicide rate of
i.4 per 100.000 population.
Maine recorded a 1.6 rate and
Rhode Island a rate of 0.4,
one above and the other be-
low the average. Connecticut,

Alaska Crash Toll Corrected

Anchorage, Alaska—{UPD-Air|plane. Seven men survived
i | Force officials have reported|the crash.

that 13 persons, instead of the
12 previously reported, died
in the crash of a C-47 trans-
port at Elmendorf Air Force
base here Tuesday.

A spokesman said the 13th
body was found in the burned
wreckage “quite a while after
the crash.” He said the mani-
fest carried only 17 names and

that the other three persons
on the flight must have been
“hitch-hikers."

All earlier reports said 189
persons were aboard the
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guards wreckage of the two huge
B-52’s which collided in mid-air near Spokane, Wash. Of the 20 persons aboard the
two planes, four are known to have survived, six are dead and six are missing.

BIG MID-AIR COLLISION—Air policeman at

303 North Bartlert

a death penalty state, had a
homicade rate of 1.8, well |
above the average. |

The picture remains cloud-
ed in statistics for the Mid-
western states made in 1954.
The three abolitionist states
in the region, Michigan, Min-
nesota, and Wisconsin, had
homicide rates of 4.3, 0.5, and
1.1, respectively. Three near-
by retentionist states, Illinois,
Indiana, and Ohio h=d rates
of 5.4, 3.5, and 3.8, respective-
ly.

FABER FUEL COMPANY

MEDFORD — SP 2-4449

Call these authorized

STANDARD OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA

When chilly weather calls for real warmth —

Howsewarnmer heat saves

more money for more
families than any other!

You can save, too...Just phone
your Housewarmer—he’s the
authorized Standard Heating
0il distributor who brings you
clean, dependable warmth plus
these Housewarmer savings:

more pure heat per gallon...
because Standard Heating Oils are
custom-tailored for today’s heating
systems. Naturally, you'd expect them
to burn cleaner, hotter—and they do!
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Housewarmers for Standard Heating Qils

more heat from your furnace...
because Standard’sexclusive detergent-
action Thermisol keeps your burner
system CLEAN—to give you low-cost,
worry-free operation.

more efficient heating service...
because your Housewarmer’'s tips on
heating can save heat, save money . ..
because his automatic, “keep-filled”
gervice gives you steady, even heat all
season long!
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...for your life o7z gxr;aw

ALL SET FOR SCHOOL . . . FASHION’S SMARTEST,
NEWEST CASUALS. WE HAVE THEM ALL. ..
BEAUTIFUL BLOUSES, SWEATERS, SKIRTS, DRESS-
ES . . . SCORING HIGH FOR STYLE, FUN AND
FLATTERY.

PERMANENTLY
- PLEATED SKIRTS

RIGHT: GRAFF blended fall tones to mix or match your
sweater wardrobe. Skirts of .65% orlon, 35% wool. Guaran-

teed washable. At the famous low price tag of . . .

10.98

ABOVE: DARLENE brings you this gem of a knit, fully fashioned
in their exclusive yarn . . . Minkham. It's yours in the new length,
with @ V-placket neckline that brings a smart fashion note to
your school wardrobe. Sizes 36 to 40.

1 0‘98 Other styles 8.98-14.98

LEFT: GRAFF shirts and blouses for those first warm
days at school. Prints ard solid tones to coordinate
with fall Jantzen and Darlene skirts.

2.98 t0 4.98

RIGHT: DRIP-DRY SHAGBARK in brilliant
fall plaid. A truly fine back to school cotton
for the warm days chead. In Junior sizes
9-10-11-12-13. * '

12% to 14%

the world is FLAT

. . » and there's gold ahead for you: two flat

golden globes linked on our newest precious-

soft Black Kid skimmer. Rotate it with campus, i
career, date clothes . . . believe it or not oriced SPORTSWEAR SHOP }
S SECOND FLOOR |

6.95
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MEDFORD

SHOE SALON — STREET FLOOR




