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seat, for bailing out at even
900 MPH in a normal seat
would tear Randall to pieces.
Randall, as he awaits the sig-
nal for takeoff into space,
isn’t thinking much about
serious trouble in orbit, or at
hypersonic speeds. If some-
thing goes wrong then — the
flight will simply be marked
a failure. No one bails out of
anything at thousands of
miles per hour. There would-
n't be enough left to pick up
the pieces with a blotter.
Has Tiny Wings

The X-15 has tiny wings.
Most of its 60-foot length are
fuel tanks to hold the fuel
and liquid-oxygen which pro-
vide the tremendous power
to reach orbiting velocity. The
60,000 - pound thrust rocket
gives little indication of its
fantastic power. At 18,000
MPH it will generate nearly
three million horsepower.
That's the same as fifteen
thousand Cadillacs each with
a 200 - horsepower engine,
traveling at top speed!

For his first exploratory
flights Randall flew the X-15
through bomber drops. A B-
52 jet bomber, with the X-15
slung beneath the fuselage
and right wing, carried him
to 40,000 feet. The rocket
plane was dropped free, and
Randall eased forward the
throttle. In these test flights
he reached speeds of 3,900
MPH and hurtled to more
than 100 miles above the
earth. As amazing as this
speed is, it is but a fraction
of what he will need to orbit
and, while he reached a great
height, he remained there
only for brief minutes before
plummeting back to dense
air.

Tests Completed

Finally all the tests were

completed. The X-15 was

ready, and Jim Randall had
wrapped up all his flight tests.
The rocket plane was flown
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