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Heredity of Schizophrenia

When recently I quoted Dr.
Robert C. Heath, a teacher of of

psychiatry at Tulane Univer
sity, as saying that schizo-

phrenia is a hereditary dis- -

ease, m a ny
people wrote
asking why
so few psy-
chiatrists will
come out in
print to back
up a man like
Professor
Heath, or Pro-
fessor K a 1

Dr. Alvares or any
one of a number of teachers
of psychiatry and genetics,
and why so many keep say-
ing that heredity is nothing.
My correspondents wanted to
know why, in practically all
modern books and articles,
many psychiatrists maintain
that environment and sex
trauma in childhood are re-

sponsible for all the mental
disturbances of people. My
correspondents thought there to
ought to be more written on
"this debatable question."

Actually, so far as I can
see, the question is about as at
debatable as that of whether
there is anything to heredity
in the breeding of horses. If
one breeds cart horses, one
gets cart horses, and if one
breeds race horses, one gets
race horses, a few of which
will become famous on the
track. Dr. Stanley Cobb, the
great professor, of psychiatry
at Harvard, once said that
commonly, bright people be
get bright children, and dull
people tend to beget dull chil
dren. This certainly sounds
reasonable.
Many Diseases Hereditary

When, then, should so many
people still say that the laws
of genetics, applicable to all
animals, fall down when it
comes to man? Actually, many
do not go this far. Even psy-
choanalysts agree that many
diseases, such as diabetes,
gout, certain forms of blind-
ness and deafness and several
types of paralysis are heredi-
tary in origin, and follow the
laws that have been worked
out by geneticists. The ana-

lysts begin to back off only
when one starts talking about
insanity or epilepsy or feeble
mindedness. Many of them lg
nore the fact that there are
many books full of evidence
to show that a tendency to
these diseases is inherited

I feel that most of us
should be very glad that good
brains are inherited. How--

wonderful it is for a young
couple, wanting several chil
dren, to know that, with both
of their families free from
any mental defect, the chan-
ces are large that any chil
dren born of them will be
fine youngsters and a joy to
them.

How can so many of us
well-bor- n parents enjoy this
feeling of sectrrity in regard
to what our children are like
ly to be, without accepting
the facts that lie on the other
side of the picture? If a good- -

perhaps alcoholic
and unemployable sort of a
man marries a feeble-minde- d

girl, and they have a number
of children, any social work
er will prophesy correctly
that most of them are likely
to be pretty poor specimens
of humanity.
'Hewers of Wood'

In my library I have any
number of accounts of statis-
tical studies made by social
workers, geneticists and oth
ers tc show that several of
the children of such a couple
will be lucky if they can earn
a living, perhaps as unskill
ed laborers or hired men. As

Air Base Official
Plunges To Death

Sylacuaga, Ala. (IP) Col
Quentin T. Quick, 47, deputy
commandant of the Maxwell
Air Force Base Command and
Staff School, plunged to his
death Monday when he appar
ently ejected himself too late
from a flamed-pu- t jet training
plane.

Salem (IP) H. G. (Bud)
Horn, Portland insurance
man, has been named finance
chairman of the Hatfield for
Governor committee.

Salem OP) Henry S. How
ard, Eugene, is the new chair
man of the State Wage and
Hour Commission.
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the Bible says, they are like-
ly always to be just "hewers

wood, and drawers of wa-
ter."

Before anyone sits down to
write me a scorching letter
accusing me of gross ignor
ance, I wish ha would read
Professor Franz Kallmann's
book "Heredity in Health and
Mental Disorder" (Norton) or
Myerson's "The Inheritance of
Mental Disease" (Williams
and Wilkins) or Sheldon C.
Reed's "Counselling in Medi-
cal Genetics" (Saunders), or
Gates' big two-volum- e work
on "Human Genetics" (Mac-millan- ).

Dr. Kallmann, like
all other open-minde- d men
who have written before and
after him, has proved up to
the hilt with statistical meth-
ods that a tendency to schizo
phrenia is inherited.

As he told me once, as we
sat at lunch together in New
York, he who had been in-
doctrinated in his youth with
the idea that there is nothing

heredity, was annoyed
when his nurse in the mental
hospital where he worked,
kept saying to him, "Just look

those relatives of the pa-
tients who come in on visiting
day; just look at them and
see how much mild schizo-

phrenia there is among them;
you can see it in their faces;
you can see where your pa-
tient got his troubles." Dr.
Kallmann went to work to
prove the nurse wrong; but
he was an honest man, and
so he' wound up years later
with thousands of statisical
facts to prove she was 100
per cent right.
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Washington (ID Sen.
Wayne Morse .) said he
plans to investigate "reliable
reports that Oregon is not get-

ting its "fair share" of defense
contracts.
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this is low-power- radio
transmitter on Explorer sat-

ellite now flying around
earth. (International)
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Weather Subject

Of New Science

Series Program
Weather where it comes

from and why is the subject
of "The Unchained Goddess,"
a new program in the Bell
System Science Series, to be
telecast at 5 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 16, over KBES-TV- , Med-for- d.

Produced by Academy
Award Winner Frank Capra,
"T h e Unchained Goddess"
shows what scientists are do-

ing to predict weather,, and
to attempt to control it. As
in earlier Science Series pro-
grams, Richard Carlson and
Dr. Frank Baxter star as Fic-
tion Writer and Dr. Research.

The Science Series has been
widely acclaimed by educa-
tors and TV critics for its pre-
sentation of scientific sub-

jects in an entertainment for-
mat. Earlier programs includ-
ed "Our Mr. Sun" and "Hemo
the Magnificent."
Animated Characters

Animated characters ( help
Carlson and Dr. Baxter tell
what science has learned
about winds, clouds, precipi-
tation and lightning. Other se-

quences show how these com-
bine to make the world's wea-
ther, and scientific progress
in weather forecasting and
control.

Scientific accuracy of the
weather story was assured by
an advisory board. Among
the groups cooperating in the
production of "The Unchain-
ed Goddess" were the wea-
ther bureau, department of
defense and the University of
California at Los Angeles.

Copies of the hour-lon- g

color film will be available
to local schools, clubs and
other interested groups for
showing after the network
presentation Feb. 16. Arrange
ments should be made through
the Pacific Telephone busi
ness office in Medford.

Rocket Society

Formed in Oregon
Portland (TP) The Oregon

Rocket Society was formed
Monday and was warned by
an ordnance expert that de-

vices capable of shooting high
into the sky are potential
bombs.

Dick McMillan, production
engineer for Tektronix, Inc.,
was elected president of the
new group at a meeting at-

tended by some 700 grade
school and high school stu
dents.

The warning came from
Bernard Smith, chief of the
central staff at the Naval
ordnance testine station at
China Lake, Calif.

I can understand how high
spirited young men want to
do something new and en-

tirely different," he said, "but
you must know that any time
you construct a device which
has a potential of shooting
several miles into the sky you
have a potential bomb."

Reformed Man Pays
For Another's Sin

Harrisburg, Pa. OP) City
police received S2 from an
Ohio man with a conscience
for someone else's sin.

The sender wrote police
that a friend he accompanied
on a trip here two years ago
had "lost or '

destroyed" two
parking tickets placed on his
car.

"I have become a Christian
since then," he said, "and I
feel I should tell you about
this and ask your forgiveness
and pay for the tickets."
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