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Probably the most impor-
tant units of time that zn\ern
our lives are the moanths of thP
vear. Here are the stories of |
the words which stand forl
the manths.
January. This month 1is
named for the Roman God |
Janus who was always rep-
resented with two faces—|

one that gazed at the past
and one that looked to the
future. Ard so, when the

clock strikes 12 on New v - .

Year's Eve and December Don’t forget...January is a big month . i
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February., This month got|
fts name from an ancient rite. |
Du'mz "'aﬂ middle of this|
month, the women of Rome|
when barren were beaten \utr
sacred thongs called februa. |
Struck h' these “instruments
of purification” they would
(] Jur"f r be barren. February
had 29 days but the Roman
genate took away one day and
gave it to August so that Aug-
ust would not be inferior to
J I]‘~ |

March. This month was de- |
dicated to Mars, the god of|
war, and named after him.|
Before the time of Julius Cae-
gar, the Roman New Year
began with this month.

April. This month being the
tinie when the first flowers
open was given the Roman
name Aprilis which is based
on the Latin word aperio,
which means “open.”

May. The origin of May
is uncertain. It mayv be from
the Latin word Maia. the
mother of the god Hermes.
= Although this is the “time of

. the singing birds” in Roman
days it was not considered
- a romantic month. In fact,
it was considered an unlucky
month for marriage for on
this month fell the festival

| of the unhappy dead.

Proteciress of Women
BARR i June. Some scholars believe
June came from the goddess
Juno who was the protectiress
i of women, since June has
| been the favorite month for|g
| marriages all the way down|§
3 from earliest Rome. (Possibly |
the ancient taboos against
| May marriages caused the
| June rush to the altars.)
Others think that the name |
ceme from Junius, the name
of a Latin family to which
the murderers of Julius Cae-| ;

sar helonged.

prices can't be repeated!

You'll be glad you did ... and you’ll save!

s : July. The name of this
?_": ! month was proposed by Mark

e Tt Anthony in honor of Julius ||
(July) Ceasar. The name came

; into use the year of Caesar's
assassination. |
’ g August. This month rec-

eived its name from Ocla-

vian. the nephew of Julius|

Caesar. The Roman senate|

: had given him the official|

. title of Augustus in honor of | §
his distinguished services o

| the state. . . and although

: born in September, he chose

the month August on which

{o bestow his name. I

September. Because (he

Roman vear originally be a

in March, September was the |

= 7th month and the name is|
- taken from the Latin uord,
“septem” which means seven. |

When the calendar was

changed and September he-:

: came the ninth month, the':

; + name was not changed !
- October. Octo in Latin
=0 means eight—and this is the
S eighth month of the old Ro-

man year.

November. Since Emperor

Augustus had his month and

Julius Caesar his, the Ro-

- | mans thought it only proper|

J : to proposed that November
{ be renamed for Emperor §

Tiberius. But fortunately Ti-| &

berius objected saving: “What
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