TWELVE—MEDFORD (OREGON) MAIL TRIBUNE

Potpourri

Ever since learning about the Swedish custom of St. Lucia
day, Potpourri has been yearning to find someone to photograph
in the role of a Lucia girl. Imagine our joy when we called the
Frank Bash home recently to hear Judy Bash say, “Oh, yes, Mar-
gareta knows about the custom. And her robe and crown arrived |

" !
today from her mother in Sweden

Margareta Larsdotter-Aulin, Swedish exchange student, is
spending the school year here atiending Medford High school and
is living in the Bash home. She was as pleased as we were to
have the traditional . Lucia robe and crown to wear in order
that she might open the Christmas season here as she would at
home in Sweden. .

Margareta explained that in her home town in Sweden the [2=1 SHOP WARDS AND SAVE FOR ONE DAY ONLY! SHOP WARDS AND SAVE -

oldest daughter in the household rises about 5 a.m. on St. Lucia
"5 3 THE CUT PRICES ON THE 2 ITEMS LISTED BELOW WILL BE IN EFFECT TOMORROW ONLY. LIMITED QUANTITINS

day, puts on the long white robe and after lighting the seven
candles, balances the “krona™ of lingonris leaves and berries on
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her head She then carries trays of hot coffee and special rolls or |
cookies to first her parents and then other members of tne house-'
hoid.

Songs are sung. and sometimes poetry is recited. The ceremony

is solemn, but not necessarily religious. After the home ceremony
is over, the Lucia girls and “Star boys.,”
tunic costumes and with tall white caps adorned with stars, and
carrying sticks, visit other homes. The young people often gather
as classes and wvisit their teachers’ homes, and the day generally
is a festive and gay one.

Judy Bash, a sophomore, and Margareta, a senior. are enjoy-
ing each other very much this year. Margareta thinks Medford
High school is “wonderful” and is working up a lot of school

the latter wearing white |

spirit. She was a little dismaved at her first football game —

thought the boys were “too rough” but decided later that every-
thing was all right. She will return home next summer.
-

Literature available on the origin of St. Lucia day states that
the custom dates back to pre-Christmas times. It is said that long
before Christianity was introduced to the northern countries of
Europe. December 13 was set aside by the so-called barbarians
for celebratiecn of the sun. According to the old calendar, this
was the shortest day and longest night of the vear, and. after
this day, the long dark nights gradually yielded to the lengthening |
rays of the sun. When the Christians arrived, they abolished
such pagan celebrations and substituted their holy rites. It was
St. Lucia, the saint of light (lux) they chose to honor on December
13 The original Lucia was said to be a beautiful maiden of 17
who lived in Sicily around 304 A.D. and various legends are
told about her.

The origin of the Advent wreath is also obscure, but it is
believed that it may have had its beginnings in the pagan fire
wheel. In Christian symbolism, the wheel or wreath stands for
eternity. Its use is said to be especially fitting during Advent,
the season of the anticipation of the coming of cur Lord.

A rebirth of the custom of making and using an Advent
wreath before Christmas is on the increase in America; they are
being used in schoolrooms, churches and institutions as well as
homes.
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The National Fire Protection association posts these rules for
a fire-safe Christmas.

Cut a growing tree or buy one that hasn’t dried from pro-
longed storage.

Stard the tree in water or snow outdoors until you are ready
%o use it indoors.

Bring the tree indoors just before Christmas and take it out
& Por gflerward as possible.
~ Phwc® th® freshly cut tree trunk in water and keep level of
®atEr gbove the cut the entire time the tree is indoors.
~ Don't use candles on the tree.

ChiecR lighting sets each year before using for frayed wires,
logee connection® and broken sockets.

~Be sup# the fuse on the electrical circuit you use is not over
15 amperes.

Don’t plug too many cords into one outlet.

Don't let Christmas wrappings accumulate in the home.

U#e non-combustible materials that have been flame-proofed.

Untreated cotton batting, paper and certain cloth costuming
will jgnite wasily gnd burn with great intensity.

- - -

At least one Junior Service league member arrived at the
annual Christmas ball Friday night without a headdress, although
she had one made. Hope Lewis (Mrs. Jack) reported that she took
the headdress home one day last week, but couldn’t find it any-
where Friday night. Mrs. L. even offered her three children a
reward of money if any one could find the missing headgear. “I
went as high »§ a quarter and then decided I must have burned it
by mistake,” she sighed. “When my kids can't find anything for
a qusridr, it isn't there.”

Prize-winning fog story. A valley resident, driving at a snail's
pace south on Highway 99 last Wednesday night, was hunting
for an unfamiliar driveway turn-off. As he drove more and more
slowly, two Greyhound buses behind him also decreased their
speed. When he turned into the lane, the two bus drivers follow-
ed along, unaware that he had left the main highway. Citizen re-
ports that the startled housewife nearly fainted when she looked
ouuidegnd saw a sedan and two big buses coming down her drive-
way.—0.S.
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~ CARE FOR YOUR CLOTHES

The Sta*Nu finishing touch is like a Christmas gift every
fis® g eend your clothes © us for our modern dry
chening Clothes finished the Sta*Nu way rerain their
Eke-rww luster, resist soil and wrinkles longer. And our
$w*Nu §nishing is FREE—like a holiday gift every day!

ONE CALL DOES ALL!

dust Call Lou at SP2-6165

Shw’ll Gladly Open a Charge Account for You!
PREZR PICKUP AND DELIVERY SERVICE '
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“AS IF BY MAGIC”
30-32 NO. RIVERSIDE ® MEDFORD, OREGON

Serving the Rogue Valley for Over 50 Years!

WASHABLE ORLONS. SIZES: 32 TO 40.

T

Clloose Wards soft, worm (hemlle
robes of finre, washable cotton

Choose from a lovely collection
E ® g 8

|
: of loose or belted duster styles
: '| in solids, stripes; some with metalic
i trims. Sizes 10 to 18; 38 to 44,

GIFT
2 93 SLIPPERS

il REG.
il 3.98

hth Sizes 4-9.

Brighten her at-home leisure hours—give her the
comfort and colorful styling of lovely slipper
fashions! Choose warm, cozy Shearling-lined
D'Orsay . . . or glamorous “gold-lock” bootie
i with jewel-like trim—each priced for savings!

Men’s cotton argyles

Soft combed cotton in 65¢

many smart color combi-
nations. Sizes 10 to 13. wASHFASY

Smeoth grain imporfed
capeskinlined withrab-

4.98

bit fur. Superb gift. |ow pRICE

CORDUROQOY SKIRTS. SIZES 7 TO 14, SUBTEENS.
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Men’s luxury siyle
wool-Yicara shirts
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SLEEVES

Handsome plaids in
. many colors. Machine
# washable, 55% wool,
25% vicara and 20%
nylon.

3,
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Parls initial belts

Big range of hand-
some potterns and col-
ors. Rich leather.

1.99

Were
2.50,3.50

Men’s tie, handkerchief

1.50

GIFT BOXED

New square-fold or
regular fold handker-
chief-tie assortment.

SUEDE leather
gift jacket
dry deanable

15.00

REG. 17.98

Your suede jacket Is

ment makes it dry-clean-
able. Low priced. Hurry
in to Wards today.

30 Inch
Fingertip Length
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Men’s broadcloth pajoma

Prints and solids . 2 98

Coator pulloversfy[a.
Full eut for comfort. SANFORIZED

Men's Orlon™ pullover

Soft and washable, 4 98
rib-knit cuffs, bottom -]
and neck. Many colors. FasT-DRYING

*Dw Pont Reg. Trode Mork

Men’s broadcloth shorts

Sanforized! Boxer or 9 l 9 s
gripper styles in neat for l ¢

pattens ond solids. sizes 30-44
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Men’s broadcloth shirts

Soft slotted spread
and fused collars,

permanent stays.

2 for $5

REG. 2.98

Sale! — new "arctic
stripe” 100% wylow
jocket for wou'

10.00

Machine washablel

L DRY - velvety smooth and dirt- Brilliant stripe fleece
uu.g_nn DRY CLEANERS and (B:?auﬂful P 1] resistant, spot resistont, in multi-colors; quilt-
Oy Cieamng Men’s lined gloves and DuPont Quilontreat- REG. 16.98 ed nylon fining. Teim-

med in snug - fitting
rib knit. Many colors,
including white, char-
coal.




