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$2,000,000 Jigsaw Puzzle

A FEW MILES from
glittering Miami
Beach stands the
oldest building in North
America—a transplanted
12th-century monastery
originally built in Spain.
How il got there is a
story  of the world’s
biggest and most com-
plicated jigsaw puzzle.
The monastery was
bought in the 1920s by
publisher William Ran-
dolph Hearst for $500,000
Hearst had it dismantled,
intending to rebuild it on
his San  Simeon, Calif.,
estate, Bul he never got
around to it, and the
dismantled building lay
in storage for 25 years.
Several years ago, two
real estate men bought
the building. When they
shipped it to Florida, they
found to their consterna-
tion that the intricate
numbering svstem for re-
assembling the monastery
had been all but de-
stroyed. They unpacked
36,000 stones from 10,751
crates and ended with a
2,M0-ton  jigsaw puzzle
strewn over 10 scres
But they persisted. Ex-
pert stonemasons spent 19
months fitting the pieces
together at a cost of
SL500.000. Today, thou-
sands of tourisis stroll
through the same halls
where Ciswreian monks
prayed 800 years ago.

4 Family Weekly, December 8, 1957

0




