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- Representative Duncan Discusses Special Session of:-

~ (Editor's notes The d¢llaw-
“Ing artcle by Stats Represuntar
tive Robert Dunean digcismes
the special session, an@é What 4t
is attempting to Accomplei).
By ROBERT DUMICAR
‘Sftate Represfnintive

jeammitiee before it could re

ieecm the further eonsideration |

|of the Houwe. This is a seif im-
[posed limitation fo prevent the
|sesgion from considering ell
im of legisletion; fo keep it|m

& "speral seesion.”
| The ruie follows the pattern

Most everyone has read i@ the |get in prior special sessions snd

news releases from Salem Bomg
t;f.gng of the problems and

of the Legislature. We have tried

to attack the basic problem for |
called, |

which the session was
solve it and adjourn

This requires us tocpostpone
consideration of other problems
until the next general session
and, regretfully, we are doing
so0. To open the doors to general |
legislation would soon convert
the special session into a gener-
al
tolerable lengfth. The number of
requests for legislation points up
the fact that Oregon is rapidly
getting to the point where they
must have an annual session. In
addition to this, the magnitude
of the problems and the time
and study required for their in-
telligent solution makes it ap-
parent that the days of the part
time legislature are also number-
ed

Only three committees were
lpm‘ﬁted in the House. Taxa-
tion, Rules and Ways and Means.
I was appointed vice-chairman of
the latter.

Bpecial Rule

A special rule was adopted lo|

provide that all bills introduced
must be approved by the rules

THE FINEST
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the |
progress of the Spetial Session|

one of interminable and in-|

& much tess swringent than the
rule ip foreg in t™he Congress 1n
mane giher state legislaiures
{and# o gur dwn regulgr sesgions
after the 25ih gae. Although
théra i8 @ majoriiy of Democrats
on Rules, most of the Bills which
have been passed out have been

|Hepubtlcan sbonsorad measures. |

It's @ctior@ kave hdén far from
|arbltrar)
Bills Introduceg!

As soon as the Governor's mes
|sage had been received, bills
were introduced to implement
his program and were in the
hands of the proper pammittees
without delay. Together with
other proposals they were con-
sidered and reported back to
the House on Wednesday. We
hoped to consider them immed-
iately so that the business of the
session could be concluded as
soon as possible, but an attempt
to suspend the rules for that
purpose failed and they were
riot debated and passed until
Thursday.

They were then sent to the
Senate where most of the oppo-
sition to the Governor’'s program
is centered. The increase in ba-

‘Ag Council Needed,
Steward Tells Board

Salem —iP— Oregon should
have an agriculture council to
deal with freight rates and sim-
ilar economic problems, Agricul-
ture Director Robert Steward
told a meeting of the agricul-
ture board here Friday.

The board said it felt a coun-
cil eould effectively work on
problems of tariff, state and
federal taxes on agricultural bus-
iness, marketing research, con-
sumer education, promotion of
Oregon products and other prob-
lems.

It was the feeling of the board
that the existing Oregon re-
search and advisory council,

~| composed of 26 independent pro-

ducer and processor groups,
might be able to function as an
agriculture council.

Until now, the existing coun-
cil has worked exclusively on
research problems.

Chicago — ™ — Patrolman
Charles Mueller arrested James
Davis, 22, for not having license
plates on his car, took a second

look at Davis to discover he was
wearing a sports coat stolen from
Mueller's car last year.

sie school support was prompt-
iy approved by the eommities
and will be eonsideved by the
Senate on Mondav. The income

uz reduction hill is still in eoml|diﬂeren(‘el grise in determining|not prudently vote mores fhan

ittee in the Sensie snd will
ha congidered in amended form
by thern on Monday.

Until the Bevste sels €the
House hed no more business and
s0 gdjourged until Mondey.
Some members objected to the
afdjournameny but therea was no
re@son te meet and adjourn with
nothing te congider. During the
récesg man® interim committees
fad an opportunity te meet gnd
consifler the gproblem mssigned

them.

think everyone in the 1931-;1
1ax relief|
The |

|to

|lgture is egreed that
is pogsible and desirable.

how much and how to do it |
The atate has not collected @
ree! property tag for many years
go regl property tax relief can-
inot be granted directly by the
atate. It can be accomplished |
:onI\ b® the state Fssuming =
burden otherwise carried by a
locel unit of government and
financed by ¢ tax on real prop-
erty.

All of us remember the tre-
mondoug sentiment during the

Matter Of Fact sy sewor asop

EXIT BWIGHT

Washington—There is an ex-
cellent chance that the Republi-
can political picture will very
soon be changed in a mgst im-
portant way, by the withdrawal
of Gov. Goodwin Knight of Cali-
fornia as a gandidate for renomi-
nation. Knight
would th us
leave the field
¢ omp letely
free for Sen.
William
Knowland, a
leading candi-
date for the
1960 Republi-
can presiden-

P residen-
tial nomina-
tion.

If Knight withdraws, he will
try for the Senatorial nomina-
tion instead. Knight has repeat-
edly said, of course, that he will
not withdraw in favor of Know-
Iand. He has not yet flatly com-
mitted himself to do so. But the
pressure on him to bow out is
very heavy and those who
should know are convinced that
Knight's withdrawal is almost
certainly imminent.

There are two cogent reasons
why Knight is under such heavy
pressure to withdraw from the
gubernatorial race. One is the
simple fact that. it has become
clear to every leading Republi-
can in California that, if Knight
does not withdraw from the
race with Knowland, the re-
sulting donnybreok may tear
the Califgxnia party to shreds.

Su wait Alsop

NIGHT. by taking a liberal

and pro-labgs position, is
forcing Knowland, by the inex-
orable laws of politics, to take
a far more conservative position
than he might otherwise have
done. Kifpwland is contering his
campaign on a “right to work”
bill outlawing the closed shop.
In terms of beating Knight for
the nomination, this is good poli-
tits, since anti-closed shop legis-

e
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Today, saving is the wisest. cheapust way of getting the things you want. Here, for
instance, is a painless way to pay for that new car: Every time you drive a hundred miles,
place $5.00 in a savings accoumt with ns. When you get ready to turn in your car, youll

have money to make up the trade-in difference . . . without costly borrowing.
Save for anything you want the easy Insured Savings and Loan Way.
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lation _is.popular among Repub-
lican voters — by a margin of
five to one, according to some
soundings.
- [ ] -

ET in terms ofcthe election,

Kngwland's stand may not be
good politics at all, in a state
with a heavy labor vote and a
big majority of registered Dem-
iacrats, Moreover, a bitter prim-
ary contest between Knight and
Knowland, lasting for months,
could only do the Republican
cause in California the maxi-
mum of harm. Thus influential
Republican leaders in California
are doing everything they can
to persuade Knight to withdraw
from the gubernatorial race and
run for the Senade instead.

HERE is another reason why

the pressure on Knight to
withdraw is so heavy — the
simple fact that current indica-
tions are that Knowland would
win the primary contest hands
down. Knowland will have the
support of Vice-President Rich-
ard Nixon, and most of the Nix-
on organization (although Nixon
will aimost certainly make it
clear that he does not agree
with Knowland on the closed
shop issue). Knowland will also
have the support of most of the
press, which is particularly in-
fluential in California, and cur-
rent polls show Knowland beat-
ing Knight easily in the pri-
mary.

The role of Nixon in the situ-
ation has beenD interesting.
Knowland is, of course, Nixon's
leading rival for the 1960 Pres-
idential nomination. Thus it
might be supposed that it was
in Nixon’s interest to permit
Knowland and Knight to fight |
it out, perhaps destroving each
other cin the process. But Nixon
has not only made it clear that
he intends to support Knowland,
he has also been instrumental
in the attempt W persuade
Knight to change hig mind and |
rup for the Senate. '

Nixon ig not, of course, per-
sonally cloge to Knight — on|
the eontrgry, Knight has never|
made @ny bones about his sl-|
mosé pethologicgl dislike of
Nixon. Yet gome of Nixon's
supporterg, especially in north-
ern Californig, heve gleo been
Knight supporierg. And these'
Niyon men have been emong
those trying to persusde Km‘ht
to withdraw.

- L L
HE explanation for the role
Nixon has pl-}ed i§ simple
enough. For one thing, he @d-
mires Knowland, although_the
two are not close fnendsf.nd

| thinks he would make @ good

Governor. For another thmg,{
Nixon is a thorough-going party
man, and he is quite aware of |

Knight and Knowland might|
do to the Republican party in
California.

Finally, he is glgn gwere that|
a severe weakening of the perty
in his home gtate would do his |
cwn political fortunes no good
whatever, even if Knowlead
might also be wea§ened in the
process. Knight's withdrawal
will of coursg greatle strength. |
en Knowlsnd's chanceg to chal- |
jenge Nixon for the 1§6(Pnomin- |
ation from (& pogitiofi of grest
political gtrength, Yet there has
been no deal between Knowland
and Nixon. And there hag been
no deel beiwregn Knowlgnd and

clegrer that Knight's '1thdraw-|
al would be im the interests of
sll concerned. It § » Know-
land’s interegt for obvious rea-
song. It is in Nixon's imterest
because a bitter primgry fight

what an all-out battle between ]

Knight. o
Whet has h#ppened & far
simpler. It has become daily ]

regular sesgion to increage basic|
school gupport to $130. At that
time revenue estimateg were
such thst we felt that we could

a 8197 increase making the total |
stote gid $95F ger censu® child.
The bill requested by the Gov-

ernor and approved by the
Hou®e increases this by %10 tol
$109, another significant step to-|
ward the goal of many people
that the state should Jprovide
half of the cost of educating the|
childrem

This furnishes realy property
tax relief because every dollar
of state support means one less
dollar tha® must be raised from
real property for we all know
that we musg educate our chil-
dren and that it will cost money.

About 80 per cent of the in-
crease will go to direct property |
tax offset according to the best
figures I have been able to ob-
tain but all of it really repre-
sents money that will support
the school, and thus relieve real
property of that burden.
Belton’s Proposal

Sen. Belton’s proposal for the
state to assume the county school
levy would not help Jackson
county at all in any year, such
as this, in which we did not levy
any tax. It was for these rea-
sons that I supported the in-
crease in basic school support.

In the income tax field the
Governor asked for a 10 per
cent cut and such was approved
by the House. If present esti-
mates of revenue are correct this
coupled with the basiec school
bill, will leave a surplus of about
8§51 milllon at®the end of the
biennium and should enable us
to finance the 1959-61 biennium
with no fumther Increase in tax-
es.

The citizens of the state could
look forward to a state income
tax belorw the 1955 level for at
least theé’next three years. This
is important when we consider

that the state is still growing,

o

o
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'anfl that, without @ny ng® Fate
pwamQ the cost of the pres-
ent level of state serviceg) will
cgntinue to increase,
Egtimdtgd Budget

It iscestimated thd® the budget
fé® the 1859-61 biennium will be
somewhere between $300 and
$330 million even if no new pro-
grams are approv Planning
that far into the future with
a lower tax than prior to the '35
legislature s@ems to me to be
a real accomplishment.

Should the Republican propo-
sals for income tax re@wuction
prevail, some $60 million will
not be collected. We would end
the biennium.on June 30, 1959,
with about 0 million. If the
same tax rates are maintained
and the budget estimates men-
tioned above prove correct we
would end the 1959-61 biennium
with a deficit of $65 to $70 mil-
lion. The only alternative would
be a drastic increase in taxes
during the next biennium that
would make the surtaxes of the|
past look like tax relief.

One other factor to consider
is that the so g¢glled surplus is
merely an estimate of how much |
the revenue of the state will ex-|
ceed the expenditures during|
the remainder of the biennium.
The money is not piled up in!
some vault. Estimat&d have been
wrong before.

Industry in Trouble

The lumber indusiry in Ore-

on is in {rouble perhaps be-
cause the hard money policy in

ashington, adopted to halt in-
flation, has gone too far and, in
Oregon at least, the medicine is
proving worse than the disease.
Because we have been content
to rely on a one industry econ-
omy, we now have ltitle other
industry to pick up the slack
and furnish employment.

Our greatest natural resource,
water, has not been developed as
it should have been to furnish
large blocks of low cost power
that might have made the Pa-

cific Northwest the center of =
great electrometalurgical in-
d@ptry even now able to furnish
employment to large numbers
of men. We have gotien so con-
cerned over whether the pow-
er should be public or private
that we have lost sight of the
goal—which is power. TVA, Bon-
neville and Grand Coulee all
were opposed and violently. Yet
all have contributed greatly to
our economic well being and our
military success in World War
II.

Economy Not Healthy
However, that may be,
still true that our economy Iis
not as healthy as it has been
and that the estimates of reven-
1"£s may never ~materialize. I
for one do not intend to vote for

| huge lax reductions, no matter

how popular that might be po-
litically, when I can see just
over the horizon the spectre of

it is

Legislature

‘either a deficit or an even large

er tax increase. Neither do I
think that is what the people,
of this state want.

Which brings up the fact that
very few people have written
to express their views on these
subjects. May I invite your com-
ments. It is difficult to repre-
sent yvou if I do not have the
benefit of vour advice. My ad-
dress is Robert Duncan, House
of Representatives, Salem, Ore.
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