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The Medical Roundup

by
"4

PORPHYRIA

Since 1 wrote about porphyria,
many persons have asked me to
say more about it. It is a heredi-
tary disease, in which the body
doesnot handle
the porphyrins
as well as it
should.
are chemicals
related to hem-
oglobin which
is the red col-
oring matier
of the blood.
f % Usually one
Dr Alvarez can tell a per-
son with a decided porphyria by
putting his urine in the sun for
a little while and noting that it
turns red. People with mild de-
grees of porphyria must have
their blood or their urine studied
by a chemist.

Persons with porphyria suffer

abdominal pain. Their skin may
he so sensitive to sunlight that
in summer it will blister and
even ulcerate so that there will
be scarring on the forearms.

sensilive to barbiturates that

’mey can become dangerously ill |

after taking medicine to help
| them sleep, It is essential that a
person with prophyria know he

atter Party | 44 pe operated on—perhaps for

his abdominal pain—and should |

|be anesthetized with sodium
| pentothal injected into a vein,
he might lose his life.

Dr. Geoffrey Dean, of Port|
Elizabeth, South Afriea, has
made a life-study of this disease
and has been able to trace all the
many thousands of cases in
South Africa. All of these per-
sons proved to be descendants |
of a Hollander who emigrated in
1683. i

Some women who deeply re-
sent the diagnosis of plain
nerves might, just for fun, have
their urine and blood checked to
see if they have porphyria. If
they do, they will not only feel
justified, but they will be much
safer, because they will know
enough to leave bartbiturates
alone and t{o avoid operations.
Intercostal Neuralgia

Neuralgia is not a very help-
ful word; all it means in Greek
is nerve pain. Intercostal means
that the pain runs between two
ribs. Sometimes when we x-ray
the spine at the point where the
pain is arising, we will find there
signs of an arthritic inflamation.
Perhaps we’ll find, piled up
there, some lime salts that possi-
bly are pressing on the nerve
and causing it to hurt. Can a
surgeon operate and chisel this
off? 1 suppose he could, but, ac-
tually, we doctors do not at-
tempt it. In the process, we
might easily injure the nerve

Palermo, Sicily —iP— Faulty
brakes were blamed today for a
| truck accident which killed nine
persons and injured at least 20
in the crowded town square of
nearby Tortorici. Police said the
|lragedy occurred Monday when
| the brakes of a truck driven by
Sebastiano Giuffrida faled and
sent the wvehicle plowing into a
crowd waiching a pubilicity film
for a forthcoming movie.

The revenue system of the
U.S. government is based pri-
marily on six taxes; personal and
| corporation income; estaies and
| employment taxes; and the levies
on liquor and tobacco and other
excise bracket items.
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Ate D
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JOHNSTON
& STEWART

JUNIOR BQOT SHOP

211 E. Main Medford
Where the Fit Is Guaranteed

WALT'S TV & RADIO SERVICE
0Oldest Shop in S5o0. Oregon
409 E. Malin Phone SP 2-2269

Day and Night Servics
(¥iedford and vicinity) $3050

Nou. calls Fri. eve, all day Sat.
er Sunday

These |

f 15 NORTH CENTRAL
| from nervousness and sometimes‘

These people are sometimes so |

Pmeritus Consultant in Medicine,

Mavo Clnic
Emeritus Professor of Medicline,
Mayo Foundation

land do more harm than good.
Fortunately, these pains tend to |
come and go, even without treat-|
ment. Sometimes the pain comes
only occasionally, and feels like
a needle being jabbed into one.
Sometlmes the ribs become sore
to the touch,

BEVERLY'S TV & RADIO
Phone SPring 2-9001
634 Crater Lake Avenue
SERVICE CALLS $3.50
Open Sunday Through Friday
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Work Guaranteed
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We are the only jewelers in

entire United States who cut
polish diamonds in Holland
import direct.

This means that because of
elimination of brokers’ and
porters’ profits , . . we save

and
and

the
im-
you

more money than ever before on
the purchase of fine diamonds.
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“THE MODERMNE"
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$2.00 WEEKLY
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MUTT and JEFF

HELEN, You HONESTLY
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MARRY ME? NOW?
RIGHT AWAY?
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WE GET MARRIED
THERE'S SOMETHING
I MUST GET OFF ,
MY CHEST! A
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