Olympia, from wiich Diwmy gave immortal command, seems destined for @

mortal grave. Cranes s slgswh in early photo shortly after it was commissioned.

mpia now lies rotting in Philadelphia Navy Yard, too
 {or active s#rvice and oo expensive to maintain.

by Jerry Klein

T,
\ ov may FIRE when ready, Gridley!”
has become a motto of American histury, Every
sthoolboy knows these were the words of Ad-
miral George Dewey as he touched ofl the Battle
of Manila Bay on May 1, 1898
The admiial
Captain Gridley. And while the ship from &hich
they did battle that fateful
aflogt, she too may soon vanish. Decommissioned

has long been gone, So has

morning is  still

in 1922, the one-time flagship of Amervica’s Asi-
atic Squadron

gid rotting at
Occaswonally,

the eruiser U885, Olympra—has
the Philadelphin Navy Yard
visitors would come to see the
historic vessel, but maintenance costs ran high,
and the Navy warned that the Olymp@ would
have to be serapped unless someone else took
regponsibility for her

The Cruiser Olympia Association, o Phila
lk'[hhﬂ! civie group has been trying Illt'kin rately
to s&ve the cruiser from thi
into the limbo of fighting ships

But maintaining an oulmoded vessel merely
a8 8 relic costs money, and anly a4 handful of
the famous ships that helped make Americn o
gremt power have retired to a peaceful old age
n a }h'l' -lf h-'l.r-r L

The oklest among them is the U.SS. Con
:ﬂ‘“‘[n‘, lsunched ot Baltimore in 17497 Just n
U o thie nisval war with France and Tripoll
The Comutellation fought
War of 1812

Dwram the ways in Bostun, just six week alter
the Comstellation, came a litthe
[rigate 1.8 8. Constitution
lost no gelting

Inst |""_l'. voyapoe

noaguiet water

nlso Britain in the

larger sister

named the whieh

time into the struggles with

(@]

Constitutiom which weii fame; in)
War of 1812, is among few
ships to find peaceful homes.

But it was in the War of
1812 that the Constitbon won the sobriguel
“Old Ironsides.™

Noevertheless
serap heap, only 1o be saved |'_\ Oliver Wendell

France and Tripoli

in 1830 she was slated for the

Haolimes, who pleaded for her Lfe with his poen
‘Old bronsides” In the 1920s

helped ralse money to restore the Congtitution,

school children

and she still s maintnined as o memorial in the

Boston Navy Yard

So proud s the Lone Star State of the battle
'-i1|]l .S58, Texas that her eitizens maintain her
as a shrine in San Jocinto. The ship saw action
brietly in World War 1, but veally hit her stride
during World War 11 attacks on North

Normandy, Southern Franee, Iwo Jima

it
Blrica
and Okinnwa

Of strictly Waorld War 11 vintage s the carvier
5.8 Enrterprise which wreaked havoe all ovg
the Pacific, 1,000

troying  almost Japinese
csinking more than 100 ships, and enrning
200 battle stars. After V=d Dy, Ci

Enterprise as the

NEVess was

urged o preserye thi ‘une

vessel thiot most nearly symbalizes the history

¢ Navy i this war” Bt the gallant garrie:

wns put in mothballs at Bayonne, NJ. Soon she

1 will be on her way o the Sermp heap

One vessel of World Wi I fgeme that s being

ved s & relie 14 the batleship US.S
Arizema, sunk on the day that will live n
inlainy She took more than 1,000 men to theb
praves us, with colom asedd i went o tha

bottom of Pear] Hurbor, Today the resurrected

il flw
\

taind o chilleng

o memorial of Amer
for her future
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