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by lheensing officials. When
examingrs  follow  them up,
they find that the family wor-
ries are justified in an over-
whelming number of cases
This

facts

points up two basle

pertinent to our con-
tinuwing  campaipgn for siafety
on the highways: (1)
elderly prople

few
or people of

any age, for that matter—are
able 1o appraise their own
abilities  and  stop  deivang

when they are no longer safe
behind a wheel, and (2) our
present deiver-licensing sys-
tem s woelully weak in dis-
covering and retesting drivory
who are no longer competent
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pomted out by Glen Cur-
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stitute
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tracted, whose frailty places
him in jeopardy on the high-
way, some licensing measures
will have to be taken”

\ 08T STAaTES have what s
known as a “prandiather
c¢lause.” This means simply
that once one gets a deiver’s
license—no matter how long
ngo—he ean renew it indefi-
nitely without taking any sopt
of driving test
In miny states, no test was
required in the ficst place. As
o resull, there are more thim

25 million dewvers. most of

thists elderly, who have novey
been subjected 1o an unbiased
driving exmmination!
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which became u pattern for
similine action elsewhere,
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outraged ot this
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pfl- were
seoming  restriction
complaints
lotd and elfective

were
so effec-
tive, in fact that the program
wis discontinued in 1951
The senior citizens argued

thiat il they were to he sih-

Jected 1w specin] examing-
tions, why not. also, the
vounger people who ¢areen

about ouy

thwavs and are
much more frequently guilty

ol 1écklessness”
nll driv-
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perishienlly, and the begin-

nings of such u Pprogicim have
appeared notably  in the
states of North Caroling, Ari-
soma Califormg, Town, Mich-

und Wishinstton

where resaurces aren't

avaleble for sueh a wide-

spread program, licensing
officials are almost unanimous

that

IN-savIng

examinition
stirt with I'E'L'!T_\

should

whose  rollexes  and

anvers

reaction Umes  have slowed

wor e visirs

e police Hewtenant  in
charge of wage's Hit=and-
TUn e H=investigntion

ol the

I In spiti

high incidence of speeding
and reckless driving among
voung people, less than one-
half of one percent of the
12,000 hit-and-run accudents
we have every year are
cauged by teen-agers. These
kids are sharp drivers and
they love and proteet their
They get involved in
atively few accidents.”
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I.'um sTates (Delaware, 111-

Maine, and New
Hampshire) now have man-
datory  re-examination  for
elderly Virginia
dropped out last year, al-
experichee
that spproximutely ene out of
three elderly drivers applying
for license

nins,

citizens

though showed

Il‘IIE\\‘lli wWhs un-
able to pass the test
There scems  little doubt
that eventually legislation will
be the answer to this problem
- licensing  program ade-

te to re-examine all driv-
But
until that time comes, older

qui
ers at periodic intervals,

persons in particular can do
much themselves
amd others by asking: "Am |
still safe behind the wheel?”
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stitute for a test given by @
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wet o oclue o vour déiving
capabilities by asking the fol-
lowing questions prepared for
Fasiey Weekty by the

University

Northwestern
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