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County Farm Crops Undergo Least Change

Category Includes
Cereal, Seed Crops

(Editor’s note: How Is agriculture doing in Jackson
couniy? What is its future? How does it stack up as com-
pared to the past? What are the major items of income?

(The following is one of a series of six articles, prepared

by the Mail Tribune in cooper

ation with the county agricul-

tural extension office and others, in an attempt to answer

these questions.)

Of all phases of agriculture in
Jackson county, farm crops seem
to have undergone the least
overall change through the
years.

Included in this category are
forage (alfalfa, grain hay, oats
and vetch, clover, grass and corn
ensilage), cereal (wheat, barley,
oats, rye, corn) and seed crops
(alfalfa, clover, lotus, merion
bluegrass, pennlawn fescue, su-
gar beel seed).

Annually, farm crops repre-
gent about 7.3 per cent of the
total agricultural income for
the county. Last year, which was
considered an average year,
estimated gross income from
these crops totaled $3,787,351.
Farm Crops Acreage

During 1956, estimated total
farm crops acreage was 52,
763. W. B. Tucker, county ag-
riculture agent, states there has
been little change in total acre-
age, though there has been some
deviation in production.

Production of farm crops is
largelr dependent upon weather
conditions, status of the local
livestock industry, markets and
production costs, according to
Tucker.

This years, a major change in
the farm crops picture is ex-
pected to take place. This is be-
cause excessive spring rains de-g
layed planting of grain, pasture
seed, forage and cereal crops.
Tucker said farmers will probab-

*ly make up for the reduced acre-
age of these crops by planting
more than the usual amount of
corn and sudan grass. These can
be planted in late April or May
when the ground is usually
warm and relatively dry.

Feed for Livestock

Most of the forage and cereal
crops raised in Jackson county
are also used here as feed for
livestock. Thus, vhen the live-
stock industry is strong, forage
and cereal crop acreage climbs
ir accordance.

Breeds of cattle also vary in
consumption of these crops. For
instance, Tucker pointed out,
Holstein and Guernsey cattle
consume more than some other
breeds. Holsteins are currently
popular in Jackson county.

Talent alfalfa seed is the only
farm crop raised here that is be-
ing exported on a significantly
large scale at the present time.
Most of this is being sold to
Greece. But Tucker says the
Greek market appears to be a
temporary one. .

Farm Seed to Cereal

Most of the farm crops pro-
duction changes in Jackson
county have come as a shift
from seed crops to cereal and
forage crop production. Follow-
ing is a comparison of wheat
acreage harvested for grain in
the past 37 years:

YR. ACGE. YR. ACGE.
1819 7.239 1950 2,500
1846  2.800 1855 1,500
1847 2,800 1956 1,200

Tucker said the steady de-
crease in wheat acreage has re-
sulted from two factors. One has
been past surpluses and acreage
restrictions by the government.
The other is that Jackson county
soil is better adapted to pro-—-
duction of barley than wheat.
Tucker noted that most com-
mercially ground grains now
contain barley. As a result, bar-
ley is considered a premium
grain heye.

Acreage figures for barley
have shown a steady incresse
since 1919, except for a period
between 1850 and 1955. Follow-
ing is a comparison of acreage
totals.

YR. ACGE YR ACGE.
1918 1,704 1855 5,500 |
1846 4.300 1956 5.600
1850 2.800

Tucker said he could not def-
initely account for the 300-acre
decrease from 1950 to 1955, but
suggested there might have been
unfavorable weather conditions
for growing.

said. In 1819, there were 127
acres. In 1956, there were about
100 acres. He explained that the
per acre yield for rye is low
here. Also, rye is a voluntary
crop and tends to interfere with
other crops, especially grain.

Corn acreage in Jackson coun-
ty has always been low. In 1856,
there were 332 acres raised as
a cereal crop and 1,980 acres for
ensilage. Tucker indicated acre-
age has remained more or less
stable through the years, with
slight increases when spring has
been especially wet,

Corn raised in Jackson
county has a high moisture con-
tent, Tucker said, and must be
dried artificially. This has made
large scale production inadvis-
able. The county agent pointed
out corn moisture content should
be about 15 per cent for success-
ful storage, but it wvaries from
44 to 28'2 per cent in corn
raised here. He said there is
some discussion of obtaining a
portable dehrydrator in the
county, which would make ex-
panded corn production a pos-
sibility. However, he empha-
sized, the move is only in the
talking stage at this time.
Important Forage Crop

Alfalfa is considered the most
important forage crop raised in
Jackson county. There were
about 9,714 acres in 1919, about
11,200 acres in 1950 and 13.000
acres in 1946. There has been
no acreage change since then.

Alfalfa acreage doesn't in-
crease much, Tucker said, be-
cause the crop is not tolerant
of acid soil, of which there is
much in Jackson rcounty. Also
it is not {olerant of wet soil, but
must have a sandy type ground
with good drainage. Most of the
locally grown alfalfa is either
fed to the grower’'s own stock
or sold to livestock owners in
the county.

Grain hay production has de-
creased steadily here, and Tuck-
er attributes the change to the
increased production of alfalfa.
He noted that the two crops are
closely associated and when pro-
duction of one is high, produc-
tion of the other tends to be
low. There were 10,211 acres of
grain hay in 1919; about 8,000
in 1946; about 7,500 in 1850;
and about 3,500 in 1958.
Production Fluctaates

Production of oats and vetch
as forage crops fluctuates ac-
cording to corn acreage. Total
acreage of oats and vetch in
1919 was 192, Acreage climbed
to 7,000 in 1946, then decreased
to 5,500 in 1955 and 4,000 in
1856. Tucker noted that oats
and vetch make good ensilage
crops and can be grown on
about any type of soil. He pre-
dicts that farmers in Jackson
county will continue raising
oats and vetch until corn yields
increase.

Produclion of :lover has in-
creased in the last 10 years, but
it has probably been at the ex-
pense of other grass hays, Tuck-
er stated. In 1856, there were
13.000 acres of clover and 4,000
acres of other grass hays. In
1946, there were 4,800 acres of
clover and 6,700 acres of other
grass hays. Clover has also been
planted on additional soil re-
cently brought into use.

“Seed crops in general are in
a precarious position, and there
is not much future for any of
them,” the county agent said.
This is largely because of poor
markets. There is some markets
for sugar beet seed, he said, but
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Increase of Oats

Even though use of oats is no
longer universal, and the clim-
ate in Jackson county is too |
warm for production of high
quality oats, there has been a
large increase in acreage since
1919. In that vear, there were
665 acres. In 1956, acreage total-
ed 3.200.

Tucker pointed out, however,
that about 2,000 acres of land in
the county have recently been |
brought under cultivation for
the first time. This is because:
additional privately bu~ reser-|
voirs have expanded irrigation
capacities, particularly in the
Sams Valley, Beagle and Lake|
Creek areas

Much of this land has been de-
voied to oats because they are
considered a good temporary
crop to plant until the land canl
‘be “firmed down.”

Rye Minor Crop

Ryve has always been a minor |

“erop in Jackson county, Tucker'
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all sales are on & contract basis.
There are now only about 84
acres of sugar beet seed being
raised here.

| Talent Alfalfa

Production of Talent alfalfa

climbed from 200 acres in 1955
|to about 621 acres in 1856. This
step-up resulted from opening of
the market to Greece, Tucker
stated. But, considering the un-
!certamty of this market, the
| county agent says no expansion
in production is recommended.

Ranger alfalia was publicized
several years ago as being resis-
tant to alfalfa wilt. But it was
discovered locally that the re-
port was not entirely true.
Prices dropped from about 80
cents a pound to 20 cents a
pound in just one wvear. There
are 40 acres being grown in the
| county now, and no increase in
acreage is recommended.

Ladino clover has been a maj-
or part of Jackson county seed
production, but acreage has
dropped from 2,300 acres in
1946 1o 133 acres in 1956. Even
less acreage is expected this

vear because sale price is now

less than 50 cenis a pound and
other crops can be raised for
better per acre income,

| Kenland Red Clover

Kenland red clover has fol-
lowed = similar reduced acreage
puttern. In 1855, there were 30
acres, and in 1956, there were 18
acres. Kenland red clover is not
a high paying crop, Tucker said,
and is also susceptible to mil-
dew. It is a biennial crop and
must be plowed up every two
years.

Lotus acreage has dropped
from about 2,000 in 1949 to
about 16 in 1956. This is be-
cause market price has dropped
from about $1.50 a pound to 50
cents a pound and the price does
not justify the amount of laber
involved in ralsing this crop.

Three new varieties of seed
crops being raised here are me-
rion bluegrass, pennlawn fescue
and polycross bentgrass. All
three were developed in the last
five years by Pennsylvania State
college. There has been some
local interest in these crops,

Tucker said. but there does not

seem to be much futyre in them.

In 1856, there were about T4
acres of merion bluegrass and
this acreage is being maintained
There were about nine acres of
pennlawn fescue in 1856, and a
reduction in acreage will be ap-
parent this year, Tucker said.

Production of polyeross bent-
grass has also been limited here.
| The county agent pointed out
| this crop is expensive to raise,
and the price is nmow coming
down. No acreage expansion is
recommended.

Tom Gail Is Elected
Vice President of BTP

Salem—Tom Gail, junior at
Willametie university from Med-
ford, was elected vice president
of the campus chapter of Beta
Theta Pi this week.

A biology major, Gail has ser-
ved as vice president of the class

|and a member of the wvarsity

track team. Active in the univer-
Isity drama department, he is the
yson of Mr. and Mrs. B. W. Gail,
11569 Biddle rd.

Rickers Plan Trip
'To Wood, Wisconsin

Camp White—Manager and
Mrs. Eugene K. Ricker plan to
will leave Saturday for a con-
ference with the manager at the
Veterans Administration Center,
Wood, Wis,, he has announced.

Assistant Manager H. Jaffrey
will be acting manager during
Ricker's absence for a three-
week period.

Jaffrey has been attending an
area management and fiscal con-
ference at Portland this week,
accompained by Mrs. Sue Vin-
cenf, fiance officer, and R. H.
Rulfin, domiciliary officer.

Registrar L. L. Dover and
Personnel Officer John W. Sind-
ers will attend an area confer-
ence Thursday and Friday this
week,

Bolivia, the third largest of
the South American republics,
embraces an area of about 510,-
000 square miles,

BEATTLE

New ENGLAND FisH COMPANY

has acquired the operating assets of

ArAskA PaciFic SALMoN COMPANY

Negotiations Ie‘adfng to the purchase

were conducted by

Pacific Northwest Company
Investment Securities

SPORANE = TACOMA + ARERDEEN « BELLINGHAM » WALLA WALLA

WENATCHER + YAKIMA ¢ PORTLAND » EUGENE » MEDFORD » SALEM
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Satisfaction
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See the Complete

of Beautiful Wizards
Priced from $199.95

Line

List Price $389.95
This Weekend Only . ..

holds up to 80 Ibs. . .
enough for half-gallon milk bottles . .
Square Flair styling. 2J1706

SAVE *70

10.6 Freezer

529995

List 279.95

$10 Down, $14 Mo.

*90 TRADE-IN

~on this WIZARD 12’ Refrigerator-Freezer ~

*299?°

Refrigerator

Save nowl All-new inside and out, Wizard offers full-width freezer that
. two “Roll-Out” shelves . . . deep door shelves, big
. child-safe Silent Action door,

Only $10 Down, $10 Month

Wizard Deluxe 10° Upright stores 372 Ibs. . . . saves floor space! Uniform
zea:o-cold temperature throughout ample storage space. Thrift-Temp sealed
unit guaranteed. 2J1711

|
imu

20’ Soaker-

Sprinkler
Regular 2.59
Vinyl plastic. Attach to hosa
for contour soaking along

bs and walks. 2X1764

N

Spreader
Regular 6.45

16" steel hopper. Full control
spread adjustment lever on
handle. X1273

Selected Lawn and Garden Values

“Aqua-Gun” ¢
Hose Nozzle

Regular 1.50

Sensitive spray control, posi-

tively leakproof, Chrome-
plated, non-corrosive, X1130

jmanms . w
Round Point
Dirt Shovel
Regular 3.89

Sturdy 47" ash handle. Rust-
free black finish blade, 3X3226

e 7

B o R AR

Painted Cape

23¢

Cod Fence
Regular .35
Ready built . just push
into ground. 3-foot lengths.

11" high. White. X1306

Easy Cuﬂing
Grass Shears

o
Regular 1.69 1

Heavy - duty stainless steel
shears, Self-sharpening. X1565
Choose From 9 Other Shears

New 4-Cycle WIZARD at

this Low 2-Cycle Price

All the; benefits of a 4-cycle mower at a =Tornade blade cuts any job fast and easy

low, low price!l Smooth running Wizard 18"
needs no mixing of gas and oil . . . trims
both sides and front . . . maneuvers easily.

No Messy
Gas & Oil -
Mixing
L
Free Leaf
Pulverizer
L ]

Trims Both
Sides &

Front

6.30 Down, 6.00 Monthly

299

with suction lift blode action . . . three easy-
to-set cutting heights. 2X2709
Wizord 18" Deluxe. 2X2715 __ 7495

@ran _ -
Pint Polis
and Cleaner

4
11

DuPont’'s all-in-ona  formula
cleans spotlessly with wipe-
away wax lustre. 3P7115

= —

et T

2 Gallons 58
Wearwell Oil '
| Regular 1.98
], 1009% pure top grade oil.

| Ideal for cars using excessive
‘ sil. SAE 20-40. 21W301-18

Deluxe Sewed
Auto Chamois
Regular .49

Strongly stitched chamois in
full 12"x18" size. 3PB239

2
3
o

Stop Rite ¢
Brake Fluid =
Regular .55
12-0z. can. Heavy-duty hy-

draulic fluid keeps brakes at
top efficiency. S5558

High quality rubber compound.

s
Regular .95 75
e

-

- ;
Wizard Aute ¢
Spark Plugs
Each, Reg. .52
Thorbughlv tested for perfect

quality. Guar. 10,000 miles!
In set/four, L1202-68

-

45% TRADE-IN .

Reg. 28.00
outright.
Now only . .

Size
6.40x15
7.10x15
7.60x15

8.00/8.20x15
*plus tax and old tire

for Your Old Tires on
New DAVIS Silent Sentry
100% Nylon Cord Tires

95"

670 x 18
Blackwall
Tube Type

The finest 1st line tire on the mar-
ket with EXTRA SAFETY and EXTRA
SERVICE you get only with Nylon
« « » for safer driving lenger.

Save on other sizes, tool
Black Nylon Tube Type

Reg. Now
Outr. Only
26.65 16.25*
31.05 18.85"
33.90 20.45*
37.30 22.50*

h Riverside Ave.
OPEN

Medford, Oregon
EVERY WEDNESDAY UNTIL 9 P.M.

Phone 2-6882

BSteHl mm 101 Sout’




