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By EUGENE BURNS

Ranger-Maturalist
Next time you “ﬂ»(!‘ up In!a forkful or so of clean straw
vour sleeping bag yo might | for the occasion

|rr.|., up &

comparatively recentiy

last 150 years, you knr)w——-th;!'.
people such as you and 1 got to
sleep off the fioor. In fact, over
Id’'s population still
sleeps on the floor, and for “'pil-

half the wor

lows" use blocks of wood

Although the ruling classes in | canopies or
the Middle East—Persia, Baby-

T moarey S,
lonia, Assyria and Egypt—slept
an luxurious gem-encrusted beds
2,000 years and more ago, all
the people of Europe still slept
on piles of leaves or on ever-

green boughs, or on animal
skins. The first advance, made
during the Middle Ages, was a
sack of straw laid on a wooden
hench with an animal's skin
thrown over for cover,

Among the aristocracy, these
benchge were sometimes hidden
away in tiny bare, unheated.
cubby-holgg With a
drawn acros. This was called
the hgd “stead” — that is, the
bed's “place,”” However, hon-
cred guests always slept in the
big hall gn scks of straw on ta-

ble benches while servants, re-| gilded

tainers and fighting men slept
togther ®@ith the dogs on the
{floar surrounding the guests.
Tho@y WYere dirt floors, of
course., cowerad with straw or
rushegs efmnmed perhaps twice a
vear. Regr dripped into it, grease
and bongs anyd remnants o food
dropped into it and ofteniimes
lav usfwed and [orgotien. In
fact, aur pheaws
straw  uniyrrmd”™
these chmg.ram-ﬂ:.-
— to ge€rch for something as
thoroushly ag though it had
dropped on the straw-covered
floor. &s Well,
“Not to cgre a straw for some-

dates from

one,"”" me@nt thg host did not care

enough for a puest to break out

at the stars and (-r-uder
how goo fi vou've ,‘n‘.‘ it. It was
in the| were placed on top of the straw

curtain |

“to leave no

recent davs |

the expression,

Feathers on Straw

Later big sacks of frathers
sacks and gradually the benches
| became elaborate
which straw or heavy feath

frames in

e

tiresses were set - but the
habit to call a structure a “bed-
stead” continued. Eventually,
“testers” to be hung
over the bed from the ceiling
| were added. giving rise to tall
| four posters, to hold up the cur-
| tains

Beds were scarce
inne wiere expected to share beds
with complete strangers. Sanita-
ion as we know it loday did not
| exist—at this time there were
no effective remedies for [leas
and other insects

In homes, & household seldom

guests 1n

king or lord went visiting his
bed went with him in a special
convevance. In France, when
the king's hed was drawn
through the street, even when
unoccupied, the populace bowed

Richelieu traveled he didn't
even bother to get out of his bed
—and when taken visiting, the
bed was accompanied by a bat-
tery of men to take it down and
set it up again.

Among the more famous beds
| were some excavated from the
tomb of Kink Tutankhamen—a
bed of carved ebony and chased
gold with foot panels and heads
| that represeni animals, Another
was Queen Elizabeth’s 1. of Eng-
land — some 3,000 years later
The wood was carved walnut,
The canopy and valance
were made of silver cloth and
fringed with gold. The curtains
were tapestry edged with gold
lace. The headpiece was covered
with crimson satin, decorated
with seven dozen dved ostrich
plumes. The satin quilt counter
pane was appliqued with goid
cloth

While Elizabeth slept in this
bed, off at the famous old tav-
ern, Saracen’s Head, 12 people—
count ‘em—were quartered at
one time in the so-called Great
Bed of Ware, now in the South
Kensington museum, London. It
was 12 feet square. Whether the
12 slept iz a matter of conjec-
ture

But does that sleeping bag of
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HAIR DRYER

The sensational new Lady Sunbeam ELECTRIC
HAIR DRYER dnes your hair faster and leaves
your hands free for reading, writing, doing your
nails, knitting, etc. The reason the Sunbeam = so
fast. gentle, and comfortable is because the warm
awr » scoentifically concentrated where vou want
it—eom your hair. The most convenient and samiest
to use of ail hair dryers. Available in Pink, Tur-
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had more than one bed—and if a |

reverently to it. When Cardinal |

King

- ne ed March
forcing Jordan 1o look elsewhere

led it hopefully of a
y alliance uf anti-Commu
staies which would include Jor-
fair 1.-.-5;u:.,n, Iraq and Saudi
rabia. Lebanon has been most

spoken in declaring that neu-

trality in the cold war i 1m-
possinie
Where Nexi?

The Jordanians have expelled

the British but have not thrash-

Wt where g0 next

ulsi has felt strong
1 to ignore the king's anti-
L ri'.rm-t..n The king

) 8

in strong enough to go
over Nabulsi’s h Em'i to confis-
cate a pro-Communist newspa-
pet

Nabulsi, a spell-binding ora
ifor, has one Immense pPower in
his hands—the streets, Mobs did
millions of dollars in damage
to Western and United Nations
property a year ago

It is a rare
are not two or three demonsira-

week when there

tions. Police interfere only re-

luctantly. The narrow, dusty
streets of Amman, the Jordan-
lan capital, are jammed with

Communists, Socialists and Na-
tionalists
Sometimes they
girls only eight years ryid. set
| free to demonstrate for “Arab
unity and against the anti-
Communist Baghdad Pact
| The main post office of Am-
man reflects the tense ftruce.
| Both entrances are always sand-
| bagged as protection against
riots

Poisoning Mishaps
Target of Aﬂack

Chicago — — Accidental
poisoning, wh LLh has killed some
15,000 Americans,
third of them children, in the
past decade, has become the tar-

|;.:c_~'! of an all-out attack by the
| American Medical Association

Medical figures reveal three
persons die daily from eating or
drinking a poisonous agent,
Some 425 others become ill, in
varying degrees of severity.

The statistics, however, were
even more grim 10 years ago.

In 1945 it was estimated that six |
persons died and 830 became {1l

from accidental poisoning every
day

Poison control centers, public
information campm ng, and vol-
unteer groups such as the Boy
Scouts, have helped cut the 1045
figure in half despite a grow-
ing population and a constantly
increasing number of new, po-
tentially { household

harmfal,
items and drugs

New campaigns, planned by
the National Safety Council, Na
tional Advertising Council.
| national association of retail
druggists, and the AMA hope to
reduce .--'l further the f{atalily
count.
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(Copyright, 1957,
By Eurane Burns)
(Released by

McClure Newpaper Syndicate)
Free: By special arrangement
with the editors of the Encyclo-
pedia Americana, my panel of
judges will award each week to
the reader who sends me the
best true-life nature adventure
the best nature observalion, or
the nm' question on nature and
Idl a complete 30-volume
of this world-famous refer-
ence work in a handsome Seal-
craft binding, Each week new
submissions will be considered.
?:F‘.TI'}', I simply can’t answer
friendly letters.

Please adt i letter 1o
1 [ So! ¢'o Medford Mail
T Box 575, Sausalito,

There are about 14 million
people in the United States over
85 vears of age
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Around Hollywood

daily
ey Mous
1at even month
veep the country
‘e been injured in
puklic aliarms
T,‘--] o L)
other beloved star, Bing Croshy.
Reports Puzzle Director
I don't know why those ac-
cident reporis get around.,” said
Bill Walsh, producer of the pro-|
| gram, as ! sal with director
| Sidney Miller on the Disney
set where the 1857-58 series is|
being filmed.
Two little five-year-old Ha-
: ‘ls who will be guest
how were dancing
on the rehearsal
door, veleran actor
Jimmie Dodd, master-of-cere-
monies, was filming a western
ne with Mousketeers Darlene,
r and Karen
je the siage, were two
Disney's version of
the little red sc ilhouse, The
Mouseketeers, aged 8 to 15, go
to school there from B8:30 am
to 5:30 p.m. with four hours out

StARC NTXL

By ALINE MOSBY
United Press Correspondent

\{a<ler -of-ceremonies
has won more fame from
being 1-;:\-,“_.-1 by 14 moppets|in connection with the death of

;»131 fru‘r\ his movie rol
Dl.if‘lt‘,‘-' |1|5 f_; ow plane passeng-
working

said Dodd. “1 feel as if driver for Athena cattle ranch
own—] have

Knowland Says There FRANCHISE GRANTED

' N QEANTED
.IUW Awards \- |d0w Shodld Bb Tox Reduciion I;:‘C!r'.'.a:r'm = II:I::I -:a(?:::la‘lsc;::
515;000 JUdgmeni WESIDEtoR ol 7'.5["1";; COmpany ch serves Malheur
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Republican Leader William F.foounty announced Friday that
The Dallos—UR—A Circuit Knowland said Saturday the ad-| he firgm has been granted a
' Court jury Aeliberated nearly Ministration must “putl its house | feanchise for distribution of na-
-|seven hours here Friday night in order” for a general 1ax re-| (a1 gas in  Milton-Freewater.

duction next vear, including low-
before awarding Mrs. Robert|er personal and corporate income

Velborn of The Dalles a §15,000) taxes and reduced excise levies
judgment in a civil damage ac-| He told reporters he thinks
tion. thc_ tax b‘lil svhvdu{ed for senate

action this week will be the last

Mrs. Welborn had brought suit| . by which congress witl vote
an outright extension of taxes|
imposed during the Korean war,

Dodd

<. When | her husband last Aug. 7 in a

collision between a car and a

cattle-loaded truck and trailer|Beamer

Mousketeer | unit. Welborn was a passenger in
Defendants in the suit were a car driven by William Strick- PACIF'C

Ronald Baker, 19, of Hermiston. |ler who also died in the crash

Adesd
They were teturning home from l“bus‘nl“l

their work as painters at The | 165. Central @ Phone 3-5308
Dalles dam ﬁ

went on ir for

. A DAESION OF PRCFIC MESMREL
lo the

these

with

none |operators Willis Johns, Morris
Johns, James Smith, and Larry

MARRIED—Jean Harvey of
Chicago (above) was married
in Mexico City to Alfred
Gwynne Vanderbilt, well
known sportsman and heir
to one of America’s great
fortunes. They are honey-
mooning somewhere in
Florida. ‘

Non-Biting Fish |
Declared Sensible

Madison, Wis. —UP— When

fish won't bite, it might be be-|
being “sensible”
University of Wiscon-
sin biologist claims
Arthur D. Hasler said “fish
can inform them of the |
ival by sight, touch, |
id on the basis of
Hasler's study of fish migration.
The biologist first conditioned
a group of minnows to recognize
chemical differences between
two Wisconsin streams, but
n the 1elling mechanisms
re destroyed, the minnows no
r responded to the training

cause they're

about it, a

Laboratory experiments show
that trained fish can locate the |
source of vibrations in experi-
| mental tanks. From this, Hasler
| thinks fish may be able to hear|
waves t'ru m_

ries sound bettier
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Shorthand's EASIER )
with the ABC’s

Symbels are Hne if you have

| to learn. Ba ready for 2 job in 14

the tima,

40.42 N. RIVERSIDE

Hme. But becauss SPEEDWRITING
I therthand js written with the simple
| ABC's it's better, EASIER, FASTER
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MERCURY/ 57

Flair - in functional styling

In the conscious effort for a “different® look,

some new car styling is more bizarre than functional.

Not so with Mercury/57.

Its unique roof design encompasses more window area

with greater strength than ever before.

Its well-placed dual headlights and massive bumper grilles
combine distinctive beauty with added safety and protection,
In performance, too, Mercury/57 considers efficient

function as part of its new refinement.
This is the year, this o T F

is the car- Mercury/S57. ‘ = _:____,__-——--.
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MEDFORD MOTORS, Inc.

6th and vy @  Phone 2-6157

on the shoreline, I

They hud never flown befers. But early one moming Zdnek
Machilner, 19, and Karel Kucera, 20, tied up a Crech guard and
wobbled to the safety of West Germany ina stolen plane.

Neither could fly...
but they soloed o freedom

These fwo escaped —but 70 million others re-
main captive behind the Iron Curtain, And these
are the people at whom Radio Free Europe beams
its daily broadcasts. Escape is not its aim. Radio
Free Europe penetrates the Iron Curtain to spread
truth . . . to strengthen hope and resistance.

Said the youths above, "It (Radio Free Europe)
added courage and strength to strained nerves.”

"It offered us...a hope for a better future”
-said a young nurse who fled to the West

“Evervhody is listening—even the Communists,”
said an escaped Czech skating champion.

From 29 powerful transmitters, Radio Free
Europe broadcasts up to 20 hours of truth a day
to five kev satellite countries—Poland, Czecho-
slovakia. Romania, Hungary and Bulgaria. And
how the Communist bosses fear it!

Each dollar you contribute sponsorsa Minute
of Truth on Radio Free Europe. How
many minutes will vou give?
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