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THE PATIENT WHO
CANNOT TALK

One of the most horrible
things thit can happen to a pa-

tient with bulbar poliomyelitis
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duced in certain glands near the
mouth of the fly, is needed to
chanfe the larvae, or little
worms, into the adult flying ani-
mal. Flies which lack this grow-ine-u- p

hormone develop large ab-

dominal pigmented masses of
cells which resemble the black
cancers, called melanomas, of
man and white horses. The tumo-

r-bearing flies, if given the
hormone artificially, will build
strong restraining capsules
around the bad cells capsules
which stop the growth of the
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cells. If the bad cells are re-

moved from a capsule and placed
in tissue cultures which lack the
growing-u- p hormone, the cells
grow rapidly into, big tumors.

Obviously, it would be nice to
get enough of this hormone for
tests on animals with cancer, but,
unfortunately, one has to extract
several pounds of fruit flies to
get enough of the hormone even
for a few experiments on mice.

However, if the experiments
now planned should tupn out
well, doubtless great efforts will
quickly be made to find out the
chemical nature of the growing-u- p

hormone. Then, perhaps, it
can be made by chemists, and
used for the treatment of cancer--

bearing men and women.
I trust that my description of

these slow, painstaking studies
in great laboratories will help
my readers to understand why
the cure for cancer is never
likely to be found by some quack
who spends all of his days fleec-
ing the people who come to him
for treatment. Besides, he prob-
ably wouldn't know one end of
a microscope from the other. He
has no knowledge whatsoever of
research.
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call. Recently, Dr. Robert Cohen,
chief of pediatric services at Kern
Countv General Hospital,

Calif., devied a little
buzzer which the patient can set
off with his tongue. By putting
his tongue against two little
wires, he can cause a current to
pass. Dr. Cohen tried his appar-
atus first on a boy who was in
an iron lung, unable to move his
hands, his feet, or his head. He
had to breathe through a hole in
the trachea in his neck, and he
was fed through a nasal tube.
When the doctor told the boy
about the buzzer and how he
could use it, his eyes sparkled
with pleasure, and his morale
was immediately greatly in-

creased; at last he could call the
nurse when he needed help. It
is proposed now that with the
buzzer a patient can also rotate
a drum with signs on. it to tell
the nurse what he wants.
CANCER IN FLIES

In this column I often remark
upon the fact that we in science
never know from day to day
whence may come a most helpful
idea. To illustrate what I mean;
Dr. C H. Haddox, Jr., of the
Louisiana State University Medi-
cal School, New Orleans, recent-
ly commented on the "growing
up hormone" of the tiny fruit
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opened a rug and upholstery
cleaning plant in addition to
their floorcovering business,Laurine has announced.
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ment will be Bob Marshall and
Ernie Fernan, he said. Marshall
has three years experience in
the floor covering and cleaning
business, and has decorated sev-
eral hotels and casinos in Las
Vegas, Reno and Los Angeles,
Laurine said.

Fernan has had backbround
in 11 western states. Laurine's
will clean using the DuPont
method plus recoloring 'faded
furniture and carpets, he said.
They also will treat fabrics.
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air to provide enough oxygen
to burn one pound of gasoline in
an auto engine.
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Hew Passenger Load

Record Set By Airline
New passenger load records

were set by West Coast Airlines
in 1956, with the largest num-
ber of passengers carried on a
50 per cent load factor, the high-
est in the company's history, it
was reported today.
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Ending its 10th year of opera-- 1

tion. the airline carried a total
of 210,729 passengers, an in--

crease of 7.1 per cent over last
year's record of 196,178. This
was more than five times the
number carried in 1947, the first
full year of operation. Aug. 31,
1956, was the largest single pass--
enger loading day with 1.058
passengers.

The company went over the
$2 million mark in passenger
sales for the first time in his-- !

tory. The fleet of 14 Douglas:
DC-3- s flew more-mile- s than ever
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before, an average of more than
10.000 miles a day over the 2.200
mile route in Washington, Ore-
gon and Idaho.
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