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happiness in addition to the "Al-
batross." An annual MacGoo car-
toon festival at UCLA outdraws
top stars. And the voice is so
well known that it often invades
Backus' movie roles.

UPA makes a rough story line
for MacGoo and Backus ad libs
much of the sound track. The
cartoon then is animated to fit
his voice.

One of Backus' best gags was
an ad lib during the Florence
Chadwick channel swim craze.
MacGoo is shown looking at
some long underwear swirling
around a washing machine.

Backus croaks, "Swim, Flor-
ence, swim!"
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that cartoon character, he has
won more public notice than in
all his years as a radio comic
and film actor.

But that bodyless voice is a
"hinderance," sighs Backus, to-

ward getting dramatic roles in
the movies.

"I know Joe Ferrer, so my
wife and I are in his picture,
"The Great Man," " Backus said.
"But MacGoo cost me other
dramatic parts. I walk into the
producer's office and he falls on
the floor. He can't believe I
could do dramatic parts. He says,
'Do MacGoo for me. Say hello
to my children on the phone'."
Lowest Moment Recalled

His lowest moment, he shud-
dered, was at a Christmas party.
"Someone says, 'Zanuck would
like to say a word.' I get all
excited. A big studio executive!
Maybe a role in 'Island in the
Sun.' But the man says, 'Do me
a favor. Do. MacGoo.'

"During filming of 'The
Great Man' the cops who take
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Norfolk, Va. U.R) The Nor-

folk Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals had a
tough one today: To find a home
for a
foot alligator.

Not even the zoo will take
him

Four teen-ager- s dug the cold-

blooded beast out of a muskrat
hole in City Park Tuesday.

"We were digging about three
feet down in that hole when we
saw his tail wagging,"

Bob Joynt said excitedly,
"and I jumped out of that hole."
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ALCOHOLIC ADDRESS
Batesville, Ark. U.R) Post-

men Wednesday deciphered the
name in the address of a letter
although it was written in
unique terms. They remembered
that the name portion of the
address "C2H50H, Batesville,
Ark." is the chemical formula
for alcohol. They delivered the
letter to Alkie Hall, 36, a Bates
ville grocer.
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