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a placebo or dummy pill can
cure.

I hope my good readers will
remember this when I am un-

able to wax enthusiastic about
their account of how they
"cured" their own psoriasis or
arthritis or shingles with some
drug.

Dr. Alvarez hopes his readers
will understand that it would be
impossible for him to answer re-

quests for information or to at-

tempt to diagnose by mail.
(Released by The Register and

Tribune Syndicate. 195S)
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cure because the patient expects
it to do this.

Every week someone writes
to chide me for not telling how
wonderful one or another medi-

cine is for some usually incur-
able disease. Sadly I have to tell
the man that success in one
case, such as he describes or
even in five cases doesn't im-

press an old physician. Nowa-

days, when a research worker
thinks he has found a useful
drug he puts no faith in it until
the facts of observation have
been analyzed and put through
an I.B.M. punched-car- d machine,
neither the doctor nor the pa-

tient knows who got the medi-
cine and who got an empty pill
that looked exactly like the full
one.
Pills Looked Alike

To show what I mean, years
ago my good friend Dr. Harold
Diehl, Dean of the Medical
School of the University of Min-

nesota, took thousands of stu-

dents with colds, and gave most
of them medicines, such as as-

pirin, belladona, sodium bicar-
bonate, antihistamines and an-

tibiotics everything that had
ever been advocated for the
treatment of colds. To a thou-
sand or more he gave dummy
pills that contained nothing. But
all the pills looked alike and
were in bottles marked with
only a code number so that the
students could not know what
they had received. Later, each
student had to turn in a report
telling how well the medicine
had worked in his or her case.
These reports were classified as
'good' or 'poor' by physicians
who did not know what the in-

dividual student had received.
Finally, when the results had

all been rated, the code numbers
were made known, and checked
against the results. Then it was
found that most of the medicines
had worked well in half the
cases but the empty pills or
"placebos" had worked just as
well. The only medicine that had
worked well in some 85 per cent
of the cases was codeine or a
mixture of codeine and papaver-
ine (obtainable only with a pre-

scription). Today, then, no sensi-
ble doctor gets excited about a

drug unless it can "cure" more
patients of a certain type than
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Seven Killed in

California Crash
San Onofre, Calif. (UP.)

Seven persons, including five
Marines from Camp Pendleton,
were killed Saturday in a head-o- n

crash of two cars on Highway
101 at the San Onofre overpass,
15 miles north of Oceanside.

The California Highway Pa-
trol identified the dead as Ma-

rines Marion J. Hughs, 22, one
of the drivers; Billy D. Gray, 20;
Donald LeBlanc, 21; Joe S. De-la-

23; and Jack G. Bowlin,
19.

Two civilians killed In the
second car were identified as
Bernie Harry Davis, 24, of Los
Angeles, the driver, and Arthur
Shankman, 24, of Lakewood,
Calif. .

The highway patrol said the
car driven by Davis was south-
bound. The car driven by Hughs
was traveling north at a high
rate of speed and suddenly
crossed into the southbound lane
of traffic at the overpass.

Both cars were thrown off the
highway.
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Helps You Overcome

FALSE TEETH
Looseness and Worry

No longer be 'annoyed or feel
because of loose, wobbr? false

teeth. FAS TEETH, an improved alka-
line i d i powder, sprinkled on
jour pistes holds them firmer so theyfrel more comlonable Avoid embar-
rassment eau-e- d bv loose plates Get
PiSTELTH today at an; drug coun'ex.
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The Iv'avy has announced that
a fan blade in a wind tunnel
broke loose and caused an esti-

mated damage of $300,000 x

weeks ago.
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'Flying Saucer" Seen
Over Bismarck Friday

Bismarck, N. D. (U.R) Three
person reported seeing a firey
object streak through the sky
over Bismarck Friday night, stir-
ring up memories of "flying
saucers."

A radio announcer, Eldon
Ray. described the object as a
"reddish-whit- e ball of flame
trailing blue-flame- He was only
able to glimpse at it for a few
jeconds before it disappeared,
but said it appeared to be erupt-
ing as it sped west. He estimated
that it was traveling 1.500 to
2.500 feet in the air.
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Science Shrinks Piles

New Way Without Surgery
Find Healing Substance That Doe Both--Relie- ve

Pain Shrink Hemorrhoids

WALT'S TV t RADIO SERVICE

Oldest Shop In So. Oregon

astonishing statements like FiIe
hare ceased to be a problem! "

The secret is a new healing1 sub-

stance discovery of
s research institute.

This substance is now available in
$vppositorj or .ointment form under
the name Preparation H.m At your
drugsist. Money batk guarantee.

4ftg. V Pt Off.

"w mrk. 7i. . opui For t!e
first time science has. found new
healing substance with the astonish-
ing ability to shrink hemorrhoids
ar.d to relieve pain without surgery.

In case after case, while jrently
relieving pain, actual reduction
(shrinkage t took place. ,

Most amazing of all results were
to thorough that tuCXerer made
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