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SUPREME COURT i

We urge you to take this 2d to the polls with you and
write in WM, McALLISTER on the Non-partisan Judi-
cary ballot, asillustrated below. He is eminently qualified
and should be retained as Judge:

Here's the Way to Do ¥ . . .

NON-PARTISAN BALLOT FOR
JACKSON COUNTY, OREGON
€ NDVEMBER 6, |956

OFIQAL JUDICIARY BALLOT

FOR JUDGE OF THE SUr‘REME COURT Pomhon Number One
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| SUPPORTS TOM REEDER
- DISTRICT ATTORNEY

The Following Is Reprinted from The ASHLAND DAILY ]'IDLNC‘

Editorial Column — Written by
October 30, 1956.

One of the Jackson county pelitical con-
tests which is taking on substantial interest
is the campaign between incumbent District
attorney Walter Nunley and Thomas Reeder,
the Democratic nominee.

Some indication that there is conﬂdcrable
dissatisfacticn with the administration of the
office by the current district attorney was evi-

dent two weeks ago when a group organized

for a write-in campaign for Atty. O. H. Bengt-
son of Medford. Mr. Bengtson disavowed the
campaign and that ended the write-in.

To review the situation, four years ago this
newspaper supported Paul Haviland, then dis-
trict attorney, for the GOP nomination, but
Mr. Nunley was nominated on the Republican
ticket and went on to win the election.

In the primary this spring, Mr. Nunley
found opposition for the GOP nomination by
George Rode of Medford and The Tidings
felt that Mr. Nunley was the stronger of the

two candidates and went on record to this’

effect.

At this time, for several reasons which will
be set forth here, it believes that voters of
Jackson county will do well to give their
support to Mr. Reeder.

Mr. Nunley has his office wired with a
tape recorder, a hidden microphone on the
desk, and a control switch that can turn on
the tape recorder without the knowledge of
any person who may then be discussing any
matter with him. Mr. Nunley explains that the
equipment is used primarily for conversalions
with a suspected criminal and that this
legitimate purpose. We concede the legitimacy
of such a tactic in crime detection, but the
prime fact is that the hidden recording equip-
ment is in the prosecutor’s office where many
persons discussing many type of complaints
or business could be subject to an unknown
and unwanted recording of the conversation.
If the district attorney had his equipment in-
stalled in a room which he used for the inter-
rogation of suspects, we would have no quar-
rel with his procedure, but this is not the case.

Any person visiting the office of the dist-
rict attorney now has the uncomfortable
knowledge that, without consent, the conver-
sation is being permanently recorded.

But even more disturbing than this hidden
recording machine which Mr. Nunley also says
is primarily for dictation, is the apparent view
of the district attorney on the function of his
office. In a published advertisement for voter
support, Mr. said: “His
(Nunley’s) percentage of wins over losses is
above the national average for prosecuting

Nunley's message

attorneys.”
This can mean only one thing: that the dis-
trict attorney locks upon his office as one in
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for a winning rec-
ordl, forget that as
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with protectign of
the 4nnocent as
well as ®ros-
Tgution cf the guil-
ty? Or i is he only
trying to make what appears to be a good rec-
ord in furtherance of his admitted desire to Be-
come circuit judge when retirement or death

should end the career df Judge H. K. Hanna?

Four. years ago, Mr. Nunley expressed the
fear that gambling would become rife in the
county because some slot machin® were op-
erating. He scented a gambling plot and he
shut down the machines when he was elected.
Yet scme weeks afo on.the matter of pinballs,
he said he would not‘take aetion against them
until after election because any action milght
be taken as a political move. Thas is a change
of viéw in the last four years. b

Mr. Nunley also proposes that the salary
of the district attorney be increased to $12,000
a year, yet the district attorney would retain
the privilege of a private practice.

Now how does he stand with other mem-
bers of the legal profession of the county? In
a preferential poll taken by the county bar as-
scciation, 36 attorneys expressed a preference
for Mr. Reeder and only 15 for Mr. Nunky.
Granting that there are probably a number of
personal reasons which influenced some mem-
bers of the bar, the substantial preference
shown by the legal profession for Mr. Reeder
reflects very poorly upon the standing® of the
incumhent. . o

Now let’s take a look at Mr. Reeder. He
is a relatively young man, l:ul that should not
be a deterrent to giving him support. He has
served as an assistant attorney general of Ore-
gon and for a short time as an assistanit to Mr.
Nunley. We do not btlieve that he regards
the district attorneyship as a stepping stone
to the bench; neither do wa believe that he
would seek to raise his lula.ry to $12,000 a
year nor that he would regard his responsible
office as a placc to uccumulate a good “bat-
ting average.” .

We believe the toters of Jackson county
would do well to give their syppore to Mr. e
Reeder when they vote fof the d:slnct ‘at-
lorneyshlp
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