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Last Union Army

Vet UnconsciousI

by (fahffi
Owner Dazed at Offer for

Stamp on Torn Envelope

HOW A30UT A PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO HUMANS SOCIETY? Taore
Mexican Indian, is nailed to a cross as a spectacle before a crowd in liull-fiSh- t

ring at Reynosa. Mexico. He was later placed on downtown Revnosa street where
he remained for 46 hours without food or water. When removed he was weak but
otherwise in good shape. Tagore said he felt little pain but writhed as nails were
driven into his hands and feet. He claims his only competition in the act bled to death
on cross some months ago.
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' I? this worth an;, thing orn
lino that?''

As m poke, the man laid the
turn end of an old envelope on
the counter and looked up at us
Yii'ih jn.n a trace of belliaerence
in his e;. cs.

The piece had been torn in
Jlidi a v. ay that a corner of the
three-- i ent stamp was mining but
tiie adjacent stamp, a seven-cen- t

Hem. was still intact.
"Yes." said Fred, the owner

of the stamp shop. It s worth
something, though not so much
as it would be if the three-cen- t

stamp hadn't been torn."
"The most I can gi e tji is

$7."), he said.
'I he man looked as if he had-

n't, heard correctly.
"It isn't the tear on die three-ren- t

stamp that makes it so bad,"
Fred explained. 'That wouldn't
be worth more than a dollar or
two anyway. But its hrnv close
the trar come to this California
Fenny Post item. Though the
tear missed it, it came so close'
that it won't have a good quar-- j
ter-inc- h margin all around when
FIVE-MIL- PIECE WITHOUT

"A five-mil- l piece: There's no
such thing." said the man stand-
ing next to me.

"I can show ru one." replied
the fellow just beyond him.
"That is. 1 will if you make it
worth my while,"

"Okay," said the doubter.
"But let's understand our terms.
A mill is a thousandth of a dol-

lar. So five-mil- l piece would
be of a dollar,
Right:- -

"Right you are. Five thous-- '
andths or two hundredths of a
dollar."

"Right." j

There was the snap of metal
on the mahogany, and presently
I saw a copper coin lying about
two feet away. The man next to,
me picked it up.

"Liberty. 1796." he said, read-- j

lng the legend on the face of the
coin. The lettering was clear,
surrounding the Liberty heid
with a cap resting behind it. "It
says nothing about any mills
here."

He turned the coin over.

By EUGENE BURNS
Ranger-Naturali-

which has puzzled birdmen re-
mains: how does the tiny ruby-throate-

hummingbird w h i c h
spends its summers in the eastern
U.S. and winters in Central
America, get across the Gulf of
Mexico during its annual migra-
tions a distance, at the shortest
point of more than 500 miles:

Some ornithologists contend it
can't be done: the bird must fly
around the shoreline because it
could not carry fuel to make
such a nonstop flight across the
Gulf.

Others say, nonsense. And
many people have repeatedly
seen flights of hummers head
out over the Gulf. Surely, they
contend, these birds were not
heading out for a flight which
was sure to be fatal0

There is a possibility how-
ever. Carrying fuel reserves in
the shape of body fat say a
gram at most, would yield nine
calories. On this, it is estimated
that the bird could fly seven
hours and 42 minutes. At 71
miles an hour- - as timed hv
Charles L. Whittle, who observed
one male ruby-throate- d chasing
another this would carry them
55G.7 miles. But surely, they
could never maintain this break-
neck speed. . .

Well, you figure it out.
(Copyright, 1956, by

Eugene Burns)
(Released by McClure
Newspaper Syndicate)

Free: By special arrangement
with the editors of the Ency-
clopedia Americana, my panel
of judges will award each week
to the reader who send me the
best true-lif- e nature adventure,
the best nature observation, or
the best question on nature and
wifdlife, a complete
set of this world-famou- s ref-
erence work in a handsome Seal-cra- ft

binding. Each week new
submissions will be considered.
Sorry, I simply can't answer
your many friendly letters.
Please address your letter to:
Is That So! c o Mcdford Mail
Tribune Box 575, Sausalito,
Calif.
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GALLANT SKIPPER Cap-
tain Piero Calamai (above),
skipper of the Italian lux-

ury liner Andrea Doria that
went to the bottom of the
Atlantic after collision with
:he Swedish liner Stockholm,
remained aboard with a
skeleton crew to keep
pumps going until all pass-
engers could be rescued.
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Duluth. Minn. UR) Civil
War veteran Albert Woolson
lay unconscious at St. Luke's
hospital in Duluth Saturday,
while two daughters maintained
a bedside vigil.

The soldier, last
survivor of the Union army, was
reported in poor condition. He
had lapsed into unconsciousness
about 2 a.m.

Woolson has been a patient at
the hospital since last Memorial
day. Eor the past few days he
had been in an oxygen tent, but
hospital attendants said this
morning he had been removed
from the oxygen tent,

He w a s reported "resting
quietly" but ''not responding" to
stimuli. His daughters, Mrs. John
Kobus and Mrs. Edward John-- !

son, had been at his bedside since
the early-mornin- g hours.
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TINY VICTIM OF SHIP COLLISION Police officers
tenderly lift an unidentified girl from a
rescue helicopter after transfer from the Swedish liner
Stockholm following a collision with the Italian liner
Andrea Doria. The Italian ship sank 45 miles south of
Nantucket Island.

Is That So?
Next time you see a humming- -

bird dart in and out of the trum-
pets of flowers seeking food.
remember this: smallest of all
warm-bloode- d animals, this little
fellow eats more food and con-

sumes more oxygen to produce
more energy than any other
animal living! Proportionately,
that is. After all, he weighs no
more than a shopworn dime.

Should an elephant's cells, for
example, burn up their fuel at
the same rate, the ponderous
packyderm would collapse and
die within minutes from over-
heating . his system simply
couldn't begin to throw off the
heat generated fast enough.

Having the highest rate of
metabolism among warm-blood-- I

ed animals, each gram of the
'hummingbird's tissue metabo-
lizes 15 times as fast as that
of a pigeon, and more than 100
times as fast as that of an el-

ephant.
This ultra-hig- speed of metab-- ;

olism better said, this high rate
of living, is at a tremendous cost:
the little fellow's food consump- -

tion must be enormous. As a
result, he it is destined to devote
most of each day to ccthering
food nectar and insects, main- -

ly. Deprived of his rich food for
only a day, he would starve.

What then happens 1o this
supercharged bird during thei
night? How then does it prevent
starvation?

As with all rrratiiiTS, a most
curious and wonderful adiust

ment takes place. To avoid over-

night starvation, the bird hi-

bernates. That is, it becomes
completely torpid at midnight
you could walk up to the tree
on which it was perched and
pick it off its branch like a fruit,
practically inert and insensible,
scarcely able to move, and when
it does stir, it moves as though
frozen.
Temperature Dropi

Taking its body temperature.
Dr. Oliver P. Pearson of the Uni-

versity of California, has found
thai ii dropped almost 30 degrees

from around the daytime tem-

perature of 105 degrees Fahr-
enheit to 75. Thus, by the simple
expedient of slowing down all
body processes to almost one
fifteenth of its late afternoon
activity the hummer is able to
stretch its food stores from dusk
to dawn. And remain alive.

Then, just before daylight, the
bird s body automatically returns
to its normal temperature and its
former high metabolic rate is
restored. By early morning, it
is asain warm, awake, and ready
to dart off in search of its g

food. And, in a hurry.
Because of its tremendous

energy demands, most humming-
birds live in the tropics where
nights remain warm. A few how-
ever are found in the high Andes
where n,ight temperatures are
frequently well below freezing,
How do they manage to live dur- -

ing their overnight hibernation
there and not freeze? By the
simple expedient of retreating
at night into caves.

As far as I know, no other
bird hibernates overnight like

j the hummingbird. A mammal,
the bat. does it however in re-

verse; it forages by night and
slows to torpor by day.

The hummingbird's greatest
consumption of energy, it is

occurs when it is hover
ing around 55 completed
strokes per second about six
times that while resting. And,
as anyone who has watched the
hummingbird can tell you it sits
for only short intervals. It must
be off eating, and that entirely
on the wing.

When flying, it is believed the
rate of energy consumption drops
a little like an airplane, once
the bird is in forward motion it
does not have to expend so much
energy to stay aloft.
Mystery Remainj

But even so. the mvsterv
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INSURANCE
YOUR COSTS

The Family Council
Fditnr a NIp: Hi F amily t oum il ronHts of a tuflzr. psychiatrist, ft

neuliiiper edioir. a uomens pae rdiuir and two nfwspjjii;r wrllers. Thrg
consult Mith rlcro mn of all faiuu aad denominations. Ail letters art- beld
in complete continence.

Airplane Propeller

Thought Here To Slay
Buffalo. N Y. UP' Research

at the Cornell Aeronautical Lab-
oratory indicates tiiat despite the
increasing trend toward .jet en- -

gines the airplane propellor may
not go out of style.

Perfection of a propeller blade
that can drive a plane at super-
sonic speeds is the aim of ex-

periments currently under way
at the lab.

According to an article in the
institution's quarterly publica-
tion. Research Trends, the new
tvpe of blade will be as flexible
as that of a carving knife. One of
the difficulties to be overcome in
research work is the tendency
possessed by thin blades to set
up high amplitude vibrations
that cause severe stress. This, in
turn, might cause failure from
blade fatigue.

The blade also must be able to
stand the strain of rotating at
some 8,000 revolutions per min-
utes.

Under testing conditions, the
blades are rotated in a steel
chamber that contains a partial
vacuum similar to the pressure
at 100,000 feet altitude.

Thin propellor blades have
demonstrated in wind tunnel
tests efficiency at trasonic and
supersonic speeds. Powered by
turbojet engines, they may pro-
vide high-spee- long-rang- flight
with considerable fuel economy
over jets.

Long Chess Games

Won by Califomian
Oakland. Calif. ,U.R. Talk

about long chess games! Nick
Preo recently won one that be-'- :

gan in 1951 and is currently in
another that isn't expected to
end until 19f0.

Preo. an Owens-Illinoi- s Glass
Co. employe, recently took the
honors in the 19th Grand Na-

tion al Correspondence Chess
Tournament. The tournament
began in 1951, and he won eight
matches in the first, state round.

Then he took nine games and
drew the 10th in the second re- -

gional round to qualify for the
seven-gam- e championship round
with eight chess masters out of
a starting field of 1.000..

The games are necessarily
long because they are played by

jmail and each move is made by
letter. Both players keep rec-
ords of the moves and since
there are 30 to 50 moves in a

single game, it usually takes a

month to complete one.
With the 19th championship

under his belt, Preo is currently-entere-

in the 20th Grand Na-

tional, scheduled to conclude in

1957, and the 21st and 23rd. The
23rd began last year and prob-

ably will require four years.

Evann. divorce decree
Mary Jane Lambert v John Laugh-!i- n

Lambert, divorce decree.
Kenneth L. McKenzie vs Bobbie

Sue McKenzie. divorce decree
Margaret R Pratt vs. Willi V

Pratt, divorce decree.

M n R I G E LICENSE
APPLIC ATION S

Frank Richard Bai7e. Williams Ore,
and Deanna Jean Lee. Appleeate

Dale Edward .leflers. 7t Lincoin t
A.hland. and Shellev Jean Anderson.
1041. East Main M Ashland

DICKENS WAS PLAYWRIGHT-COPIE- S OF PLAYS VALUABLI

Most people don't think ofphlet is gien as Chapman and
Charles Dickens as other than a an, and the date is 1837. in

novelist the author ofor jman numerals at lhe bottom of

we trim it."
The owner looked somewhat

da.ed, and Fred went on to ex-

plain about the oval-shape-

stamp with the words "PAID
SEVEN CENTS" in the renter,
surrounded by the legend "CALI-
FORNIA PENNY POST COM-
PANY."

The firm was one that operat-
ed in San Francisco, Marysville
and other central California ci-

ties back in the mid-- 1 3."irjs. It

picked up and delivered local
mail for the U. S. Post Office and
sold L". S. stamped envelopes on
which it impressed its own
stamps.

"If this were a perfect
stamp, with generous

margins. I'd be able to get $200
for it," Fred went on. "But as it
K I won't get over SI 2.1. So $7j
is the best I ran offer."

"Ill take it." the main said,
"but what would the whole orig-
inal envelope be worth

"Id give you at least S200,"
said Fred.

CAP WORTH

"See." said his companion,
pointing to the wording on the
reverse. "It says "HALF
CENT" right in the middle of
the wreath. Am I right or
wrong0"

"But that lfn't mills. It. does-
n't say nulls."

"All right." replied the owner
of the coin. "But it says 1 200th
just below the wreath. And we've
agreed that five mills and
l200ths are the same."

"Okay, okay," said the first
man. "I'll buy the drinks. But
how about the coin, too? How
much for that?"

"Sure." said the other. "You
can have it for S350, but not a
cent less."

No money changed hands.
though the price was not out of
line. There was a cap behind the
Liberty head on the face of the
coin, and I had noticed that no
pole connected the cap and the
head. Such a coin is worth S250
to S500 as against $130 to SHOO

for those on which there is a

pole.

the title page. Another date is

given on the same page, that of
the first performance of the play.
Thursday. Sept. 29. 1836.

Some copies were published
with a frontispiece, but if you
happen to come across one with-
out the picture by the then pop-
ular artist "Phiz,'' don't worry.
The piece will still be valuable.

So far, copies have been found
in three different sizes. In height
they vary from a trifle over 7' 2

inches to just under seven. In

width, each of the three is 4'2

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
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HAWKINS SITE GAB AG F.

tit S. & emtio Fa.

that hardy perennial among
siiort stories, A Christmas Carol

But it is well to think of him
a playwright, too. And for the

excellent reason that it may
prove highly profitable to do so.

It proved to be so early this

year for a man I know who sold
a copy of The Strange Gentle-
man which he had bought five

years before in a box of books
for which he paid $.".

The play U a good one. inter-

esting even if one did not know
it was written by Dickens. But
the chief reason for its being
among the more valuable pieces! inches, or slightly more,
of Dickensiana is not that it play-- j The copy my friend found was
ed to packed houses throughout in a lavendar colored wrapper.!
the London season of 1836. On The price he gut for it he of-tb- e

contrary, its' because it is the fered it to some 20 different col-- :

first published play by the au-- : lectors, dealing witli them direct-- 1

thor who is listed on the title ly by mail was S2.250.
page simply as '"Boz." (Released by McClur

Publisher of the pam-- ' Newipaper Syndicate)

have combined to make grow-
ing girls feel much more com-

petitive and less secure about
their prospects for marriage and
love. It is not at all impossible
that Pat is actually in earnest
about avoiding pitfalls and is
seeking her parents' help,

The terms in which she slates
her problem may seem bizarre

land mock-adul- t in this age of
"romantic love," but her ques-- !

tions make a great deal of sense.
Pat obviously does not want to
spend her adolescent years
mooning about a Prince Charm-
ing, but wants practical pointers
on how to recognize a young
man who would meet her par- -'

ents' standards. Perhaps her ap--I

proach would seem less gro-

tesque if her father were not
himself a romanticist,

It is quite possible that Pat
would cease being interminable
and become less repetitive if her
parents were to engage in some
down-to-eart- discussions with
her. No doubt, such discussions
would entail much argument and
misunderstanding, but we think
Pat's parents are better off. in
the long run. than the parents
of delightfully quiet girls who
reach conclusions on the basis of
their own uninfluenced ignor- -

ance and romanticism,
(Copyright 1956.

General Features Corp.)

Court Records
roi n r. court

Kenneth Lv,e Tucker, of
has'c rule 0

Gerald Edward Hall, ercssie poise,tin failure to s'op t stop l:cht S3
Mar"' Ethel Mtlnlvie. violation of

ba.-i- c rule. 10
Richard Aivin Mvrick. violation of

basic rule sin
Ruhr Jean Cole viola'ion M basic

rule. K5.

DlSTRH T f (M RT
Stsn!fr VJnv TTumh 'allure to

oprra'e nn ncht side of hi?hu. tl.Y
Aticustmp Fred Lewis, inadequate

muffler SCO. bail forfeited
Douglas Neal Butt?, overload. $35.
Jack WehMer Baker, no PUC plates

displaced. SV
Grant Rifrnf Day. overload. S5
Vprnon Emer.son Ru.h. nrr!oad,
W E Rorer?. depositme injuriousiubstance on highway.

tlRfl IT court
Ftnwene M. Evans vs Rnhert L.

CLEAN - RELIABLE

CUSTOM KILLING
ot Your Place and

Delivery to Your Locker

Agm room available. Eiparf cut-

ting, wrapping & marking of your
meat fsi locker or hem freezer.

PHONE

MEDFORD ICE
& STORAGE CO

Neill Our girl wants to '

"discuss'' forever.
Fay The strain's ton much

for me.

Neill Our 1 1 year-ol- d daugh-
ter. Pat. is giving us a very hard
time with interminable discus-
sion of her favorite subject
men. Jly wife has evidently got-
ten the idea from some new book
that we owe it to her as good
parents to give all our time to
her favorite subject and answer
all her questions in infinite de-

tail and endless repetition.
I feel that we are asking fur

big trouble if ue do not assert
ourselves now and make Pat
understand that she cannot dom-
inate the household by holding
forth at her pleasure and put-
ting us through the third degree
again and acain. When I sug-

gest that one of Pat's outbursts j

is out of order, my wife over-
rules me and encourages Pat to
go on, only to reach the point
of loud desperation later on in
the proceedings, when I must
assume the role of peacemaker.

If we could have a little united
or at least, well-time- firmness,
I think we could bring Pat
around to rational conduct, but
my wife swings from revolt to
surrender, without being able to
make up her mind about a res
olute stand.

Fay If Neill would meet Pat
halfway, and if 1 did not have
to carrv the strain alone. I would
not blow up when she presses!
me too far. Pat 15 l:Ro ;i ,it of'
other Biri? hn are frishtrneel at
growing un and want to have all
the answers suaranteed to be in
their favor. 1 don't think Pat
would .he so tedious and un-- j

relenting about it if Xeill did
not make it plain to her that he
considered her too young for that
kind of discussion.

Pat wants to know just what
kind of man we will let her
nrarry. That may seem childish,
hut it docs seem to show that
Pat feels ery insecure about
her relations with her parents,
something I feel we should cor-

rect without delay.

Th Council: A girl' emo-ttoi-

in ;' r nuit3 different
from her calendar are. Various
social f.ioii: in rrrpnl part

TOO UTE TO CLASSIFY
PL AVER PLOX
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TRUCK TRANSPORTATION
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Electric Motor
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Pump Service
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Chimney Service
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STEP-DOW- N

PLAN LOWERS

Needed are: Suits Sport Coats
Slacks Top Coats

All items should be in good condition
FOR YOUR DONATION-PHON- E

2-61-
21

It' all for the Rogue Valley Memorial Hopital!
Sponsored by the

MEDFORD ROTARY CLUB
Medford Mail Tribune
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