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Marine Corps Still Not ‘Off the Hook' in
Tragic ‘Death March’ at Parris Island Base
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Washington — (U® — Mem-
bers of the House Armed Serv-
ices, Committee made it clear
today the Marine Crops still
isn't off the hook on the Parris
Island, S. C., “death march.”

Although they generally

graised Gen., Randolph MceCall
ate for frankly layving bare de-
tails of the tragedy, committee
members said the matter was
still “wide open"—particularly
regarding immediate superior
officers concerned

Pate, Marine Corps eomman-
dant, told the committee Tues-
day that Staff Sgt. Matthews C. |
McKeon was drinking before he
illegally ordered his platoon on |

the march. The 31-year-old Wor- |
cester, Mass,, junior drill in-
structor led his men into the

tidal swamps where six recruits
drowned in darkness and panic.
Recommends Court Martial

Pate recommended that Me-
Keon be court martialed on four |
charges including manslaughter |
and “oppression” of recruits.
Navy Secretary Charles S.
Thomas endorsed the court mar-
tial. |

Pate also removed Mai. Gen. |
J. C. Burger as commanding gen- |
eral of Parris Island and trans-|
ferred several other officers.
Burger will swap jobs with Maj.
Gen. Homer L. Litzenberg, com-
mander of Camp LeJeune, N. C.

Litzenberg was scheduled to
confer today with Pate.

Rep. Paul Cunningham (R-Ia),
said he wasn't satisfied with
Pate's explanation about the
part played by McKeon's super-|
for officers.

Cunningham said if McKeon

rates a manslaughler charge,
then maybe “they do, too, at
least the one immediately over
him."

“Punishing One Man’

“I don't like to see a non-com
get all the blame,” he said in an
interview. “They're punishing
one man, maybe others need
punishing, too."

Cunningham said he wanted
a fuller explanation of where
the officers were on that fateful
Sunday night, what responsibil-

! ally pull trailers. A law which
| became effective last August re-

to stop the dancing lessons.

Chairman Carl Vinson of the|
Armed Services Commitiee said|
the whole matter will “continue |
to be wide open until Congress
is thoroughly satisfied"” that bru-
talities and degrading practices
are eliminated from the Marine
Corps,

Rep. Robert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.)
said “Liguor should be removed |

| Staff Sgt. Matthew C. McKeon |

should receive the sternest pun- Should Change Charge

ishment the Ilaw allows
marching the recruits to their
deaths.

But others said they felt sorry
for the 31-vear-old drill sergeant
who led the fatal march into
swamps near Parris Island, S.C.,
last month.

The relatives who are bitter

Passenger Car

An illuminated signal arm for
passenger cars developed b!-'|
Harold Mitchell, 534 Franquette |
st., Medford, has been approved
by the secretary of state, DMit-
chell said today.

Mitchell said the signal was
designed primarily for use in
passenger cars which occassion-

quires trucks wnd vehicles pull-
ing trailers to have signal de-
vices,

The arm devised by Mitchell

Boy Stays Out Late

To Miss Dance Lessons

Toledo, O.—UP—A 16-year-
old boy brought before a juve-
nile court referee for staying
out until 2 am. explained his
mother wanted him to take ada-
gio dancing lessons three or four
times a week.

“T thought that 1 was going
crazy,” ihe boy explained.

He saird that in desperation he
took to staying out late at night
until his mother had gone to bed
s0 he could escape the dreaded
practice sessions.

The court advised the mother

the g3t
for hes”
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Signal Arm

Developed by Medford Man|

is attached to the window of the
vehicle, and operates on electric
current from the cigarette light-
er in the vehicle. The arm may
be removed when not needed, or
transferred from one vehicle to
another, Mitchell said. -

The signial is attached with
clamps and a coil spring, and is
cperated from inside the car.

It automatically lights when
moved into position for turns
or stopping.

Mitchell said a manufacturing
number has been assigned, and
he has applied for a patent on
the signal. He makes the unit at
his shop, 608 South Riverside
ave. Beveral residents have in-
quired about the unit, he said,
and several are in use now.

for |

One of the bitierest relatives

was Mrs. Frank Bond of Clyde, |:

N. Y. sister of 18-year-old
Charles F. Reilly, who died on
the death march.

She =aid the charge of man-|;
McKeon | |

slaughter against
should be changed.

“I don’'t think this is man-
slaughter." she said. “It's just
plain murder.”

Mrs. Alston P. Coughlin of
Alexandria, Va., mother of Jerry
L. Thomas, 18, tended to agree.
She said McKeon should get
everything the law allows.”

But Thomas’ father said that
if the Marine commandant, Gen.
Randolph McCall Pate, “does
what he says he will, we can't
ask him to do any more."
More Moderate View

A Brooklyn, N. Y. {father,
Peter O'Shea, took an even more
moderate view.

O'Shea, who lost his 18-vear-
old son Donald on the death
march, said “I have nothing
against the man.”

“I don't want him punished,”

LUNCH STOP—Democratie
Presidential aspirant Adlai

Stevenson savors hotdog
during stop for refresh-
ments while en route from
Miami to Miami Beach, Fla.,
for a campaign speech.

Fox Farmers Away;
Fox Trappers Foiled

Des Moines, Ia. — (U — Two
men went to the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Wayne Fox while they
were out of town. They asked
the housekeeper if they could
trap foxes along the creek that
runs through the Fox property.

“You'll have to ask Mr. Fox
and both Mr. and Mrs. Fox are
out of town right now,’ she said.

The hunters, thinking the
woman was trying to be funny,
stalked off in a huff.

O'Shea said, "I know nothing
about whether he was drinking.
All T know iz what my son wrote
in his letters. He thought very
highly of his officers and his
sergeant.’
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Come in and register to sleep for 30 nights on a
SERTA “PERFECT SLEEPER” MATTRESS AND BoX SPRING.
We are so confident that after you have taken this won-
derful new Serta Comfort Test for 30 nights, you will be
compistaly and enthusiasticaily sold—otherwise YOU

tAY RETURN THE MATTRESS AND BOX
SPRING FOR FULL REFUND!

New Styling Plus Dramatic Advancements in Exclusive
“Unimatic® Construction”! Give You Smooth-Top Comfort
and Healthfully-Correct Support!

Slewning on a new SERTA “PERFECT SLEEPER” MATTRESS is among those wonderful
gensations that can only be experienced—never described . . . freed at last from the
uncomfortable tenseness and irritations caused by old-fashioned buttons and bumps.
The reasons for this are as sound as the sleep you enjoy. For the daring of SERTA’S
engineers, coupled with scientific medical research, has created this ultra-modern
mattress that is so much better for you in three vital ways:
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