GREAT DECISIONS
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them? How important is the area
to 1.S. derenses? Does the West
need Middle Eastern oil? What
are the issues foday in the Arab-
Israeli conflict?

In this crucial year what can
or should the U.S. do to protect
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our interests in ihis troubled
area?

Here are some background
facts on which (o base your

answers lo these important ques-
tions,

THE BACKGROUND

Four main problems make the
the Middle East situation im-|
portant and difficult, each bear- |
il:ii:‘ on the six-year-old “truce”
between Israel and the Arab|
states and the prospects for
peace or war.

No. 1, Oil

The US burns 8,256,000 bhar-
rels of oil every day . 2,500,
000 barrels more than we pro-
duce In continental United
States. Our Western European
allies use over 2,000,000 barrels |
a8 day more than they produce.

Our o1l mmports come largely
from Latin America, some from
the Middle East. But Western
Europe and Britain get 74 per
cent of all their oil from the
Middle East.

The oil fields of Iran,
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the
British protectorates on the
Arabian peninsula are the rich-
est in the world. The U.S. ang
Britain control most of these,
separately and jointly, in a com-
plicated system of international

Iraq,

stockholding. France and the
Netherlands also own large
blocks of stock.

0il runs industries and'’
armies. [f the Middle East fell
to the Communists, how would
this affect the East-West- oil
balance?

World eil production in 1955
totaled ©.,998,900 barrels from
the U.S. and Western allies: 3.-
279,600 from the Middle East:
1,675,000 from Russia and satel-
lites; and 384,100 from the rest
of the world.

The U.S. and allies, plus
Africa and the Far East, control
22.9 per cent of the oil reserves,
and the Middle East 70 per cent.
No. 2, Sirategy

Britain and France are “old
hands” in the Middle East, Brit-
ish colonies on the Arabian Pen-
insula date back to the early
1800s. ‘Trade, defense of the
Suez Canal and, more recently,
oil, are British stakes. French
influence in areas which are
now Syria and Lebanon dates
back to the last century.

Even Russia, under the czars
and under communism, has a
longtime inferest in the Middle
East, especially in Turkey and
Iran the Russian borders.
The U.S. is 8 newcomer.

What are the TI.S. stakes . . .
what do we have to gain or lose?
American-owned (or partlv own-
ed) oilfields are one answer. U.S.
global strategy . . . our world-
wide chain of defenses against
communism is another.

The U.S. maintains strategic
air bases in Saudi Arabia and
Turkey. Britain, our NATO part-
ner, maintains bases on the
land of Cyprus and has the use
of bases in Iraq. Jordan and at
the Suez Canal in Egypt.

The Middle East also has a
place in the global svstem of
Western alliances. In nine years
of cold war the Western allies
have slowly hammered together
a system of alliances along the
Communist borders from Europe
to Asia. Two of the key ones
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aid, Iran and any
Arab members of the pact would
modernize and expand their
armies. Only Turkey
and Pakistan are fully equipped,
modern armies now.
No. 3, Poverty

The overwhelming majority
of the people of the Middle East
are underprivileged and neglect-
ed. Fifteen 1o 20 babies out of
every 100 dies before they are
a vear old. The vitality of the
adults of whom work
meadger farms) Is sapped by di-
seases like trachoma, hookworm,
tvphoid, dvsentary and malaria.
The Arap-Israeli war has left
hundreds of thousands homeless,
dependent on relief. |

Water is the biggest problem.
Lack of proper irrigation keeps
hundreds of thousands of acres
barren and unproductive. Only 2
per cent of Egypt's land is culti-
vated . . . five per cent of Iraq's
and Jordan's, But dams and
canals are expensive

In a few countries oil royal-
ties provide considerable local
income. Not all of this, however,
finds its way into productive
channels. And the job to be
done, to raise the people out of
their misery, is enormous. The
U.S.. through its foreign aid
program, is trying to help.

The U.S. has spent 5115,000,.-
000 1n military aid and defense
support in Iran and Turkey:
$67,100,000 in technical co-
operation throughout the Middle
East; and $65,000.000 in aid to
Palestine refugees.
Neo. 4. Arab vs. Jews

The Middle East is the home
of three of the great religions
of the world — Judaism, Chris-
tianity and Islam. The Moslems
constitute overwhelming majori-
in ‘all countries except Is-
rael, which is predominantly
Jewish, and Sy-ia and Lebanon,
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which have larse Christian
populations.
At one time, all the Arab

countiries were part of the oild
Ottoman (Turkish) empire. Some
of the countries, like Egypt,
broke away from Turkey during
the 189th century. Syria, Iraq.
Lebanon, Jordan and parts of
what is now Saudi Arabia were
separated from Turkey during
World War I, with British and
French help.

Israel 1= the only non-Moslem
country in the Middle East. It is
a new state, created in 1948 by
the UN as an independent home-
land for the Jews. The idea of a
Jewish homeland, however, is
just as old as the Arab politieal
tradition.

The campaign to creat a Jew-
ish nation dates back to the
1880s when the Zionist move-
ment was founded, A number of
E.ropean Jews established
colonies in Palestine, and by
1914 there were 80.000 Jews in
this area. In 1917, during World
War I, the British government
declared itself in favor of a
“National home for the Jewish
people” — famous Balfour
declaration. The League of Na-
tions right affer the war made
Palestine a British mandate,

The
mously opposed to a Jewish
state and fought bitterly to pre-
vent the immigration of more
Jews to Palestine.

The persecution of Jews in
Europe under Hitler intensified
the problem. Thousands of refu-

the

gees demanded a right to enter |
peace |

Palestine and to live in
and securitly. The Arabs were
just as insistent that no more
Jews be brought to the Middle
East Britain, acting as protector
to both, faced the same problem
that the West faces today . . .
how to give both Jews and
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The Israeli t 1
for iis existence, won a clear
victory in the war, Although the
were larger than
lacked a unified
policy.
efforts to obtain a per-
manent peace have been fruit-

less. The temporary borders, set
by the armistice agreement and
walched over by a UN commis-
sion, are unsatisfactory to both
sides Nearly a million Arab
refugees, . scattered from terri-
tory now held by Israel, are an-
other sore point in settling the
dispute. The UN finally assum-
ed responsihility for these refu-
gees and the U.S. contributes to
their support through the UN,

In 1950, the U.S, joined Brit-
ain and France in a declaration
“unalterably opposed to the use
of force” ir. changing any of
the boundaries fixed by the arm-
istice. But all efioris to get the
Israelis and the Arabs to
down around a peace table have
failed so far.

Against this background the
U.S. and her allies are trying to
forge a pelicy of peace in 1956.
What Does the Middle East |
Mean to the U.S. in 195672

What Russia is doing in the
Middle East may have a bearing
on the importance of this area
to the U.S.

During 1955-56 Russia has of-
fered aid — military and eco-
nomic —to Middle Eastern coun-
tries (but not to Israel). They
include arms to Egypt, ex-|
changed through Czechoslovakia |
for surplus cotton; 50-year loan
at 2 per cent interest for con-
struction of the High Dam at
Aswan: long term loans at low
interest to finance economic de-
velopment of Lebanon; military
aid to Saudi Arabia: and eco-
nomic aid to Syria.

What are our stakes in the
Middle East? Are U.S. bases
(and those of our allies) neces-
sary to defend U.S. interests? |
Does the U.S. need Middle East-
ern oil? Do our Allies?

Is METO an important part of
U.S. global strategy? Does the
U.S. have any stake in the eco-
nomic and social progress of the
area” Are we spending too much
money on non-military aid? Not
enough? What about Russian
offers of assistance . .. how do
these offers affect the U.S.7 Does
the U.S. have a bigger stake in |
Israel or in the Arab countries?
Could the U.S. afford to pull out
of the Middle East?

sit

What effect would a full
scale Arab-Israeli war have on
U.S. interests in the Middle

East? Would Russia gain or lose
from such a war? How? Is
friendship of Arab states with
us important? What are the
issues at stake between Arabs
and Israelis? Can we afford to
take sides?
WHAT ARE OUR CHOICES?
Should the U.S. change its de-
fense strategy? In light of Arab
opposition, how Important is
METO to U.S, global defenses?
Why do the Arab staies oppose
METO? Would METO be as ef-|
fective — or more so — without
the participation of Iraq or Jor-
dan? Is Arab participatin neces- |
sary? What stand should the
U.S. take on METO? Can thel
U.S. rely on the Arab states to|
defend themselves? What can|
the U.S. du abouf Russian offers
of aid? Is a ‘“neutral” Middle
East a threat to U.S. security?
Are alliances and military bases
the only ways in which the West
can proteci iis interests in the
| Middle East?

What can we do about Russia
in the Middle East? What is be-
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In The Day’s News

Eitenhower the

1ed the bill — al-

President

day

ready approved by both houses
of the cungress—that authorizes
the much-discussed, in many
ways highly controversial Upper
Colorado River project.

The Upper Colorado River
project calls for a sysiem of
power dams and irrigation proj-
ects in five states of the Far
Vest. The bill merely AUTHO-

ZES the project. The money
be appropriated by
congress, If and when the money
is appropriated, the project will
cost some 760 MILLION DOL-
LARS. !

As he signed it, President Ei-
senhower remarked that the bill
recognizes that water is getting
to be our most valuable re-
source. With that statement, I
think, all of us in Southern Ore-

-
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nia will agree.

’[«HE US. News and World Re- |
port (one of the mnation’s
leading business -magazines) in
a recent issue devoted several
pages of text, pictures and maps
to this huge project. Among|
other things, it said in its in-
teresting article:

“America’s last frontier, the
arid Upper Colorado river basin,
may become a mountain oasis
for millions, After years of
argument!, congress has approv-
ed construction of dams and stor-
age reservoirs to provide waler
and power for the upper basin
of the Colorado. At least 760
million dellars will be spent on
projects now approved. Eventu-
ally: billions probably will be
poured into the region (by pri-
vat einvestors developing the re-
sources made available by the
project.)

The magazine adds that over
the years a “new land of oppor-
tunity " is expected to open in
the Colorado’s upper basin, It
adds: “Waler — liquid gold to
the West — is counted upon to
provide the base for this new in-
land empire.”

UNDER THE heading “What's
Coming in the Upper Colo-
rado Basin,” the U.S. News says:
“WATER, The yearly water
supply of Colorado. New Mex-
ico, Utah and Wyoming will
(because of storage that
will save water that otherwise
would run to waste) about one
and 2 half million acre feet.
“POWER: About 900.000 kilo-

hind Communist {rade and aid
offers? Is Middle Eastern trade
with Communist countries dan-
gerous 1o U.S, interesis .
how? What can we do to stop
it? The secreiary general of the |
UN suggests that Russia and the
U.S. might cooperate on a long|
range economic aid program for
the Middle East. Would this
work? Should we consider 1t?
What are our aliernatives?

What can we do about the
mounting Arab-Israeli Conflict?
Can — or should — the U.S.
take sides?

Should the U.S. press for =a
compromise? . If so, how?
Should we intervene vigorously

. or should we take less part
in the controversy? What pres-

| sures can the U.S. apply to bring

about a peaceful solution?
Should the U.S. (working with
our allies) consider st‘nding'l
troops to keep the peace? If war
breaks out, should the TS, in-‘
tervene with force to resiore|
peace? Is an Arab-Israeli setile-|
ment possible?

YOUR OPINION COUNTS ‘

The Great Decisions program,
in forming the basis for discus-
sion groups on foreign affairs,
offers a way in which the
opinion of the individual can be
heard and noted. |

The Great Decisions commit-|
tee will receive letters (or the
ballots included in the fact|
sheets) to be tabulated and the
results forwarded to the Depart-
ment of State and our congres-
sional representatives.

The material above is a digest
and condensation of the fact
sheets prepared for use in the
Great Decisions program.
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watts will be added {o the Upper
Colorado Basin power capacity.

Alumni Group Sefs |

“IRRIGATION: A total of M d s |
155,000 aeres 1 e ooner Medford Dinner Meet

Colorado Basin will get water

from the first 11 projects.
“INDUSTRY: With more

water and power, Upper Colo-

Three members of the Uni-
v of Oregon alumni tour,
sponsored by the alumni asso-
ciation. will speak at a dinner

rado Basin states hope to attract |meeting at the Medford hotel
big new industries (to develop |2t 7 p.m. Tht saay, April 19.

their existing raw materials,| Those speaking here will be
chiefly minerals.)” i Dr. Arnold Shotwell, curator of |

the museum of natural history, |
who will talk on “Fossil Vaga-|
i i Dr. Robert Gordon. as-
s professor of English,
“Literature Never Dies:” and!
Dr. Vergil Dykstra. associate!
professor of philosophy, “Phi-
lospphy in Thirty Years.”

Bass Dyer is alumni director, |
Reservations for the dinner, |
which will follow a social hour;
at 6 p.m.. may be made by con-|
tacting Barker's store, 2-6501. |

The group also will appear in
Grants Pass and Eureka, Calif.,
while touring this area.

THIS WORD in conclusion:

If water will do all that for
the- Upper Colorade Basin, it
will do all that AND MORE for
Southern Oregon — for here in
Sputhern Oregon we have|
plenty of water, if we handle it |
right, and we have natural re-
sources and native raw mater-
1als to equal those of the basin
of the Upper Colorado.

Keep vour eye on Southern

It’s going places in the future.

Tractors can operate at least Sea pressure reaches se\'en|

{ 100 farm machines and their at-|ions per sguare inch at a depth
of 612 miles, 1

tachments.

| who was rifling the church pul-

Parsons Elected Head Siskiyou Supervisors
Of Dairy Associafion Plan Remodeling

J. E. Parsons was elected pres-
ident of the Jackson County

Yreka — Siskiyou county sup-
ervisors have approved $40,000
Dairy Herd Improvement as-| for "additional construction and
sociation Thursday at a board|remodeling of the county jail
of directors meeting in the coun- | after Sheriif A. B. Cottar point-
i¥ agent s office. ed out a steady increase over the

_Other officers elecled are paqg five vears in the number of

Victor Birdseye, vice-president, : -

and Earle Jossy, secretary. PESanerS - .
= 5 A total of 695 prisoners in

Directors of the group are e e : !
Parsons, Birdseye. lewis Clasi, | 1955 was the highest to date.
Funds asked of the super-

m S - | s . '
James A. Edge and Chester Jen ‘\'1501‘5 for the Siskiyou County

FEL | hospital included an amount in
| excess of $345,000 for salaries;
| $18,000, medical supplies; $61,-
| 800, construction.

I A representative of the Shasta
ascade Wonderland association
received assurance of $1,000 con-
tribution from the county for
promotion of the area.

Burglary of Church
Thwarted by Woman

An attempted burglary of lhe_c
Four-Square Gospel church on)
DeBarr ave. was thwarted Fri-
day when Mrs. Erma Cutter,
944 Murray st., accosted a man

pit, Medford police reported. building, police were told. The

Mrs. Cutier called out at the | man handed her a 50-cent piece
man after she came dnwnslairslas he ran from the church, she
to investigate a noise in the|said.
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of circulation value

Every industry has a standard by which its products can be measured.

The jeweler uses the symbol of a pure diamond. In flatware, the
word “sterling.’ and in dinnerware, the word “bone china}’

represent high standards of quality and value.

For the advertiser, the symbol of the highest standard of circulation
value is the emblem of the Audit Bureau of Circulations*. This
hallmark means that newspapers or periodicals so identified are
measured according to the most highly regarded rules and standards

in the advertising and publishing industry.

known values.

tooperctive, nonprofit

The fact that we are privileged to display this A.B.C.

emblem here means that you can buy advertising in this
newspaper as you would make any other sound business
mnvestment—on the basis of well known standards,

*This newspaper is o member of the Awdit Bureou of Circulotions, &
d P

i Wles
1

"
NE,

)

W
W

L

Kiieh

MEDFORD MAIL

ogencies. Our circulation is oudited by experienced AB.C. creulotion

cuditers. Cur A.B.C. report shows how much circulation we have, where
it goes, how obtoined, ond other facts thet tell odvertisens what they
get for their money when they wse this poper.
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