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tory of mental disease of soma
kind in the family. Habituation
to drugs (including Alcohol) is
commonly an equivalent of psy-
chosis.

Dr. Alvarez regrets he hasn't
the time in which to read or anr
swer requests for information.

(Released by The Register
and Tribune Syndicate, 1956)
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Addiction to Drugs

If he goes out too soon he Is very
likely to slip back into habitua-
tion.
Shouldn't Snoop

I remember one of the pa-
tients in Lexington saying to
me, "Doctor, the first time you
play with morphine it may take
you six "months to get 'hooked';
but after you are cured, if you
play with it again you are likely
to be 'hooked' in couple of
days." The other day a woman
said, "When my brother comes
back from Lexington, should we
of the family keep constantly
watching and snooping to try to
keep him out of danger?" My
impression is that they should
not. They will do better to be
kind and friendly and then hope
for the best. If he decides to go
back to the drug they will not
be able to keep him from it. If
he slips again they must remem-
ber it is not because he is a bad
man; it is simply because he is a
weak and nervously ill man. In
almost every case of habituation
to drugs I see, I can get a his

6:00 Edward P. Morgan
6:15 Lowell Thomas'
630 Amos & Andy'
6 45 Amos & Andy

been born with a peculiar type
of nervous system that demands
quieting. This type of nervous
system responds in a special way
to drugs. Often, also, the victim
is not a well-adjuste- d person: He
cannot meet people comfortably;
he says he feels like a stranger
and a misfit in this world, and
he cannot stand up easily to its
buffets.

A great difficulty with addicts
to any drug is that often they
start on a cure half-heartedl-

Thus, every doctor knows that
the addict who comes in for
treatment may have a few tubes
of morphine tablets hidden in
the lining of his coat, just in case
the going gets rough! Similarly,
the man who has promised his
wife that he will quit drinking
may have a couple of fifths of
whiskey hidden in back of the
clothes in his closet.
Must Want Cure

As a young physician, I learn-
ed how impossible it is to cure
anyone who is not very anxious
to be cured. It is hard enough to

cure a man who very much
wants to get well. Many a wife
has asked me to try to cure her
husband against his will, and I
have said, "No it can't be done."
I seldom make any effort to con-
vince an addict to any drug that
he should go in for a cure. As
the Alcoholics Anonymous
group say, "Wait until he comes
begging for help."

In Lexington, Ky., is the great
United States Public Health hos-

pital for addicts. My friends,
Drs. Vogel and Isbell and others
there have been doing a won-
derful work not only in helping
addicts but in doing research
on addiction and on new substi-
tutes for morphine. The patients
are well cared for and kindly
treated. The doctors can get a
patient Off of morphine in a few
days, but they like to keep him
with them for at least six
months until his nervous system
is in good enough shape so that,
when out in the world again, he
may be able to stand on his own
two feet and resist temptation.

drug, but always he has gone
back to it. The question the fam-
ily now asks is, "Is an addict to
narcotics ever completely
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Erma V. Milledge, violation of basic
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CIRCUIT COURT
Barbara B. Blythe vs. Sammy Gene

Blythe, divorce complaint.
MARRIAGE LICENSE
APPLICATIONS

Francis Xavier Widmer. route 2.
box 186, and Mildred Ellen Strahan.
4035 South Pacific highway.
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