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President Prepares
"Friendly” Lefter
To Russian Premier

Delivery Expected in
Few Days by Bohlen

Washingion — (UP) — Presi-
dent Eisenhower is sending Sov-
iet Premier Nikolai Bulganin a
“friendly” letter ‘weported to
call for a new try at East-West
disarmament.

Officials said the lefter also
rejects for the second time Bul-
ganin's proposal for a 20-year
AmericgSoviet treaty of
friendship.

The President’s message is ex-
pected to be delivered to the
Kx@inlin within & day or two by
U. S. Ambassador Charles E.
Bn?&_lgn. A delay in delivery was
cau®ed by technical {transmis-

sion difficulties between Wash-|

ington and the U. S. Embassy
in Moscow.

Officials disclosed Friday
night the heart of @ne Presi-
dent's reply to Bulganin's Feb.
1 letter was said ‘©@ stress the
need for disarmament progress
—especially action on Mr, Eis-
enhower’'s “open skies" propos-
al.

The first test of the Presi-
dent's new plea will come later
this month at a London meet-
ing of the five-nation United;
Nations Disarmament subcom-
ndiftee. American, Sodet, Brit-
ish, French and Canadian dele-
gates wil renew then their mar-
athon search for disarmament
steps.

The President's letter to Bul-
ganin will complete the second
round of their current corres-
porndence, which began with a
Jetter from Bulganin Jan, 23.

The original BQulganin letter
—delivered by Soviet Ambassa-
do® Georgi N, Zarubin—propos-
ed the 20-year Soviet-American
friendship treaty. The letter re-
newed correspondence between
the Big Two that Iagged after
Mr. Eisenhower's Sept. 24 heart |
attack.

Oregon Polificians
File for Offices

Salem —(UP} —Attorney Gen-
eral Robert Y. Thornton fol-
lowed up his announcement that
he would seek re-election by
. filing for the post late Friday.

Thornton, a Demoerat, is the
only cap,%lidate to file so far for
the post’

George Altvater, Portland Re-
publican, filed for Unitﬁd States
Senator.

Peter W. Welch, Portland Re-
publican, filed for congressman
from the 3rd district (Mult-
nomah county).

Other &ilngs recorded by
Dawve O'Hara, elections chief,
were: Roy R. Hewett, Salem
Democrat, for delegate from the
first congressional district.

Marie M. Kauffman, Wecoma
Beach Republican, for delegate
from the state at large.

Ed G. Boehnke, Eugene Re-
publican, for delegate from the
2nd congressional district.

Warren A. Woodruff, Reése-
burg, for circuit judge, 2nd dis-
trict, position No. 5. o

N. A. Mike Miksche, Prineville
Republican, for state senator
from Crook, Jefferson, Lake and
Deschutes counties.

Charles W. Bingner, La
Grande Republican, for senator
frd® Union, Wallowa and Baker
counties.

Kenneth B. Conroy, Prine-
ville Repubdacan, for representa-
tive from &rook and Jefferson
counties.

| teanporary

Discussion Group

On World
Slated in

A community-wide discussion,
program centering on

Problems
Medford

Challenge? What U.S. Policy for

world | North Africa? Can the U.S. Help | 78ins against Washington

Northwest States
Hit by High Winds,
Drenching Rains

Pacific Storm Fells
Trees Power Lines

By UNITED PRESS
High winds drove drenching
and

problems will begin in Jackson| Peace in the Middle East? How Oregon coastal areas Saturday,

county March 25, it was an-

nounced yesterday.

The announcement was made| About Japan’s Role in Asia? Can 1hreater}ed new
at-| the Bomb Be Curbed? What U.S. | mountain areas.

by.Don Hansen, DMedford
torney and city councilman, who |
is chairman of the informal and
v cornmittee which
planning the program. At a
| meeting ‘Saturday noon, the
group decided to call itself the
“Great Decisions Program,”
cammittee,
Similar Programs
The program, Hansen

is

said, | availability

Should the U.S. Deal With|
China? What Can the U.S. do

Problems in the New United
Nations?
The subjects were chosen by

a committee of nationally-|
known experts in foreign af-
fairs. ’

As the time approaches for
the start of the program, Hansen |
said, further details about the‘

of materials, and

is modeled on similar city-wide| how to start discussion groups,l

foreign affairs discussion pro-
grams which have proven high-
| Iy successful im Portland, Cor-
| wallis, Eugene and Springfield,
among other places. They also
| have been called “Great Decis-
| sions” programs, and are con-
ducted in cooperation with the
Foreign Policy association.

Hansen declared it-is ho;:ned|
| to get the widest possible par-
| ticipation throughout the coun-
!ty. and pointed out that full
‘'support has been pledged by |
the Mail Tribune, radio stations
KMED, KYJC, KBOY and tele-
vision station KBES-TV.

Hansen explained the opera-
tiorP of the program this way:

It will be an eight-week ev-
ent. Each week during that per-
iod, the newspaper, the televis-
ion station and the radio sta-
tigns will present basic material
on each of the gight questions
presented for discussion, a dif-
ferent subject each week.
Background Information

Fact sheets, with background
information and discussion sub-
jegis prepared by the ‘Foreign
Policy association, will be av-
ailable t® anyone interested.

With this material awvailable,
the formation - of discussion
groups to meet weekly during
the eigh®week period will be
encouraged and assisted.

Each discussion group will be
provided with “ballots” through
which it can make known to
congress and the U. S. state de-
partmen{ its views on each of
the questions. (Such ballots have
been shown to be influential)
in Washington, on the basis of
results of the program when
conducted elsewhere).
Educational Program

Hansen pointed out that this
is not a “drive"” or “campaign.”
It is, he@said, an educational
and recreational program, and
is offered for the enjoyment
and benefit of the people of this
area. The materials are designed
to be factual*and impartial so|
that the discussien groups can |
reach their own conclusions, he
said.

The World Affairs Council of
Portland, which started the
Great Decisions program in
Portland last year, won a na-
tional award for its work, and
received messages of congratu-
lations from both President Eis-

enhower and Secretary of State
John Foster Dulles on its
achievement. |

he Foreign Policy associa-|
tion, which cooperates in pro-|
viding the materials, is a non- |
partisan organization devoted to|
international studies, and has
leaders in business, labor and
politics in both parties among
its directors.
SOC Assistance

The factulty of Southern Ore-
gon college is assisting in pre-
paring materials for the broad-

John W. Hathaway, Tillamook | cast media, and the Medford city

Republican, for district attorney
of Tillamook county.

Sports Bulletins

Central Poini—Crater high
evened its Disirict 6 A-2 bask-
etball play-off series with
Coquille here last night, nuég‘-‘
ing the Red ®evils 53 to 52
on Bob Gray's goal with 25
second left to play.

The deciding game in the
two-out-of three series will be
on Wednesday night at Cent-
ral Point. The Red Devils won
at Coquille Friday 66 to B2.

The score last night was
tied 17 times, and the lead
changed hands 15 times.

Ashlard—Malin high earn-
ed the District 5B basketball
championship and a state
tournament spot Saturday
night night by irimming St.
Mary’s of Medford here 56 1o
34, for a second straight win
in the two-out-of-three play-
off. The Mustangs won 77 1o
57 on Friday.

Washington 71, So. Cal. 67 9
Oregon 72, Wash. 5t. 58

schools also have offered their
complete cooperation in mak-
ing the experimental program
a success.

He added that he hopes that
civic groups, oprivate clubs,
lodges, labor unions, and other
organizations will serve as the
starting-point for the formation
of discussion groups, but he em-

¥ phasized that the success of the

program will depend largely on
the number of interested indi-
viduals who take it upon them-
selves to participate.

A preliminary meeting of
those interested in forming dis-
cussions groups will be held: at
the Medford High school library
at 2 pm. Saturday, March 24,
the day before the program gets
under way. It will be in the na-
ture of a “lraining institute,”|
for any considering becoming
discussion group leaders.
Subjects Listed

The eight subjects selected
for discussion this year, and
termed the “Great Decisions"”
the United States is facing in
world affairs, are:

What can the U.S. Do About
Germany in Europe? How Can

the U. S. Meet Russia's New

will be announced.

Meanwhile, he suggested that|
anyone interested find others
who also are interested and form
plans for organizing a group
when the time comies. l

Crew Parachufes fo

Safety; Disabled
Tanker Crash Lands

Tacoma, Wash., —(UPl— Ten
men parachuted from a disabled
Strategic Air Command KC-97
tanker over Tacoma Saturday
and the pilot then brought the
fully-loaded two-decker plane in-
to nearby McChord Air Force
base and crash landed it.

The pilot, 1st Lt. Charles Vo-
gel of Riverside, Calif., said he|
brought the erippled plane and|
its dangerous cargo of aviation
fuel into the air base because he
didn't want the craft crashing
into a populated area.
Ouistanding Feat

Air Force officials at McChord |
said it was an. “outstanding
feat.”

The Public Information office
said the plane was en route to
Anchorage, Alaska, from March
AFB, Calif., with its load of fuel
when three engines conked out
over Tacoma. Vogel ordered his
crew to bail out, then managed
to limp into McChord field on
one engine and erash land the
plane.

John W. Crofis said he saw
six or eight of the parachutists
coming down near Center and
Orchard streets in Tacoma.

One of the men who bailed out
of the crippled plane was left
dangling in the air when his
parachute became fouled in some
power lines, but police cut him
free. No one was injured, police
said.

The Air Force identified the
other crew members as 1st Lt.
Donald E. Majors, 2nd Lt. Ed-
ward R. Coogan, T. Sgt. Kingdon
L. Laban, S. Sgt. Edward F. Tur-
chak, T. Sgt. Dwight ‘L. Gad-
berry, M. Sgt. Fred F. Smith,
T. Sgt. Earl F. Taylor, Airman
First Class Earnest F. Gonzales,
Airman Basic Ralph R. Nordyvke,
and Airman Second Class Robert
P. Ward.

All landed in a residential
area here.

500 Attend Dedication

Of New Medical School

Portland —{UP— A crowd of
about 500 persons gathered yes-
terday afternoon to hear the
brief half-hour program that of-
ficially dedicated the new Uni-
versity of Oregon Medical School
hospital. Following the dedica-
tion ceremonies, the $6,300,000,
l4.story structure was opened
for public inspection.

Many state, county and local
dignitaries were present, includ-
ing members of the Oregon State
Board of Higher Education and
state legislature.

but in Idaho the winds drove
away snow and rainfall that had
slowslides in

Highway crews broke through
to Burke, Ida., a small commun-
ity isolated for 24 hours by
snowslides which roared into
Burke Canyon Friday. At Wal-
lace. Ida., the slides killed a 10-
year-old boy, and some families
in the snow area had been evac-
uated from their homes in fear
of additional snow descent.

A wind in the area ended the
snow and rain which had fallen

Wallace, Idaho—({U.P}—Low-
er temperatures in the high
country here lessened the im-
mediate danger of more snow
slides, Deputy Sheriff Lynn D.
Evans reported Saturday.

during the night. A National
Guard howitzer was to be
brought into the slide arsa to
blast away some of the heavy
snow pack.

Unpredictable Wind

Gusty, unpredictable winds
reaching as high as 80 miles an
hour in some spots played fast
and loose with power Ilines
throughout the Pacific North-
west., Power outages were gen-
eral over the region. Trees
standing in rain-softened
ground toppled across high volt-
age lines which imperilled traf-
fic on wet streets.

Plate glass windows in Port-
land were pushed in by the
winds and at Walker airport be-
tween Eugene and Cottage
Grove airplanes were scattered
across the field and part of a
hangar was blown onto Pacific
highway. Traffic was blocked
for 45 minutes on Highway 99E
near Jennings Lodge when a
large tree fell across the pave-
mest,

Near Panic

There was near panie at
Shumway junior high school in
Vancouver, Wash.,, when a
crowded gymnasium was black-
ed out during a basketball game.
A wind-shorted circuit set off
the Vancouver air raid siren
which added to the clamor of
the storm until it was cut off at
the main switch.

The wind was accompanied

by lightning that cut the tops|

off three power poles carrying
major transmission lines to
most of Clatsop county. Pacific
Power & Light company said its
lines on the coast were down
over a wide area.

Weather bureau estimates
placed the average velocity of
the wind at 60 miles an hour as
it crossed the Columbia river
intp Oregon.

Fluoridation Topic
0f Roundiable Group

Dr. John Brandenburg, Med-
ford physician, will discuss pro
arguments of fluoridation at the
Jackson County Chamber of
Commerce Roundtable huncheon

at the Jackson hotel tomorrow |,

noon.

IL.ast Monday, Vern Shangle,
president of the Natural Foods
association of Oregon, discussed
con arguments of fluoridation.

Roundtable officials pointed
out that the Chamber has not
ifaken a stand for or against
fluoridation, but is providing a
means by which both pro and
con arguments may be discussed.
The public has been invited to
attend.

COUNTY OFFICERS—Jackson

participate in the Elks’

right, they are. Paul Newcomb,

ier, secretary to the mayor; Bill

Mrs. Bereth Hopkins, left, discusses Student
Government Day activities with students from
Eagle Point and Crater High schools who will
sponsored program

Menday and Tuesday. Eagle Point students, and
their offices, include Lucy Gardner, tax deputy;
Sandy Straus, clerk's deputy; David Woolfolk,

CITY OFFICERS FROM ST. MARY'S—Five
St. Mary's Hizh school students will participate
in Student Government Day activities tomor-
row and Tuesday in Medford.

County Clerk boys 4-H agent;

From leit to
city treasurer;

Caroline McQuigg, health nurse; Lavel Meun-

Carey, chief of

er. Student officers will
parts in county offices Tuesday.

and Roy Brown, coroner. Those
from Crater include, Don Chitwood, juvenile
officer; Grace Gail, assistant county school sup-
erintendent: and Karen Johnson, court report-

work with counter-

—(Landis-Shangle photo)

police; and Anne Metz, health nurse. Registra-
tion for SGD activities will be held between
1 and 2 p.m. tomorrow in the Elks' temple, and
officers will take oaths of office at 2 p.m. Mon-
day. (See story page 3).

—(Landis-Shangle photo)

Frankfurt, Germany — (UPR
The snow and ice of Europe's
worst cold wave of the century
melted into floodwaters that|
swept across Germany Satur-|
day, threatening bridges and
homes.

U. S. Army units were alerted
for emergency flood relief duty
in West Germany, and the
Sixth Armored Cavalry sent
“watchodg” patrols out to scout
the rising rivers.

More than 1,000 residents of
Passau were routed out of their
homes late last night as the ice-
laden ‘Danube overflowed its
banks. Engineers said the situa- |
tion was dangerous at the litt1e|
town of Vilshofen, where two |
huge ice packs converged, forc-
ing the river to spread across
the iowlands.

Marketplace Flooded

The markefplace at Passau
was flooded, and the water was
expected to rise another six feet
before morning, threatening the
entire city.

Water washed the streets of
medieval wine villages and lap-
ped at the doorsteps of the
American embassy in Bonn.

The Rhine, Moselle, Elbe and
Danuhe rivers swelled menac-
ingly as snow and ice melted in
the thaw that set in after the
month-long cold wave in Feb-

Precipifdfion Last Month 2.93 Inches
Above Normal; Near All-Time Record

Weather in February was wet, | days in the month with freezing

cold and cloudy,
States weather bureau at the
Medford airport poinfed out
Friday, in case anyone had not
noticed. '

Precipitation for the month
totaled 4.95 inches, only .41 of
an inch below the all-time rec-
ord o. 5.36 inches set in Febru-
ary, 1940. Precipitation was 2.93
inches above normal. The total
for February 1855 was only .63
inches.

The average monthly temper-
ature was a cold 37.3 degrees,
2.3 degrees below normal. The
coldest day was Feb. 16 when
the thermometer dropped to 14

the United |

and the warmest was Feb. 9
with 58 degrees. Thers were 22

temperature.

Snowfall totaled 11.6 inches |snow has fallen at the park. Av-
compared to last year's 1.6 inch- | erage snowfall at this
es which was exactly normal for | 444.5 inches. This year's
the month. The record snowfall]fall compares with a 282.5 inch

was in 1817 when 17.5 inches
fell.

There were only 'two clear
days, six days partly cloudy and
21 cloudy. Rain or snow fell on
18 days. .

At Cratfer Lake National park
snowfall for February was high-
est for the past five years. A to-
tal of 154 inches fell this year
compared to 78 inches last vear;
44 jnches in 1954; 70.5 inches
in 1953: and 142.5 inches in
1952. Average February snow-
fall at the park is 118 inches.

So far this season, until the
end of February, 529 inches of

time is
SNOW-

fall last year; 404.5 inches in
1954: 378 in 1953; and 660 inch-
| es in 1952—the year of the heav-
| iest recorded snowifall in park
history. °

The greatest depth snow on
the ground reached during the
month was 190 inches compared
to 894 inches last year and 203
inches in 1952. Total precipita-
tion was 11.08 inches. There
were 4.73 inches last year and
9.62 inches in 1952 compared 1o
an average of 9.34 inches for the

month.

ruary. The cold wave claimed
some 1,000 lives, but no deaths
have bee nreported in the floods.

Some 1,000 Germans: fled
their homes in the Hamburg
area when a North Sea storm
drove ice floes into the already-
overloaded Elbe river.

Police and dire workers said
the danger was becoming graver
by the hour in many valleys.

Most of the city of Schorndorf
was inundated in the central
state of Baden
The area at the confluence of

Cargo Ship Breaks
In Alaska Storm

San Francisco — (UR) —The
Coast Guard reporied last
night the freighter SS Wash-
ington Mail, split in two dur-
ing a severe North Pacific
storm, sank just after a Navy
rescue ship took seven passen-
gers to safety.

San Francisco—UP) — The
8105-ton cargo vessel Washing-
ton Mail cracked in half in the
storm-lashed Gulf of Alaska
Saturday, Globe wireless re-
ported.

The Seattle ship flashed an
SOS which was picked up by
the steamer Seaborne and re-
layed fo Globe here. It said
the American Mail Lines ship
broke in two forward of the
bridge at 4:45 p.m. PST,

Bound for Japan from Pudget
Sound, Wash., the ship carried
seven passengers and a crew of
“petween 40 and 50. The San
Francisco Marine Exchange said.

The Washington Mail gave its

location about 500 miles south-|

west of Sitka, Alaska.

The Navy transport Gen. Free-
man has reported rushing to
the aid of the crippled ship. It
was due at the scene at 9:30

p.m. PST.
The weather bureau here re-
ported than an “extremely

strong” storm had been center-
ed in the Gulf of Alaska since
5 p.m. Friday and was just be-
ginning to break up late Satur-
day. Ships in the area reported
11-foot seas and winds close to 60
miles an hour.

Wuerttemberg. |

Floods Sweep Across Germany

the Rems and Neckar rivers was
i deseribed as a “huge sea.”
‘ Ice cakes piled as high as
second story windows in some
river villages.

The Iron Curtain was no bar-
rfer. Officials in Communist
;Poland were reported worried
about the danger that bridges
will be crushed in the breakup
of ice jams.

American soldiers joined West
German crews in efforts to
break the ice that acts as dams
for the rushing torrenis. A U.
S. military helicopter stood by
to drop explosives on the thick
ice of the Rhine river if neces-
sary.

Van Dyke Asked fo
Confinue Service

Gov. Elmo Smith has asked
Frank J. Van Dyke, Medford,
to continue serying on tge West-
ern Interstate Commission for
Education, it was reported Sat-
urday.

Van Dyke, 2 Medford attorney
and former member of the state
board of higher education, more
recently has been serving as ane
of Oregon'’s three representatives
on the commission. After the
death of Gow. Paul L. Patterson,
he submitted a “courtesty” res-
ignation to Governor Smith, but
his resignation was not accept-
ed and he was requested to con-
tinue his service.

The commission arranges for
interstate cooperation in special
and technieal fiélds of education,
where training in a particular
field is available only in one
state,

Strike Threatens

To Isolate Finland

Helsinki, Finland — UR) — A
two-day-old general strike al-
most isolated Finland from the
rest of the world last night by
indefinitely suspending all
train, plane and bus transporta-
tion.

Only a few private bus lines
continued operation in scatter-
ed communities, but strikers
halted all major transportation
at airports and railroad and bus
terminals,

Charred Debris of Glohemaster
Found in Choppy North Atlantic

Transport Carried
1T; Ships Search
Area for Survivors

Plane Almost Crashed
In Area Last Week

Keflavik, Iceland — (UP—An
irternational weather ship Sat-
urday picked up charred debris
in the choppy sea off Iceland
where a jinxed U.S. Air Force
Globemoster transport went
down with 17 men aboard.
Other ships converged on the
area to search for possible sur-
vivors from the C-124 cargo
plane which narrowly missed a
crash in the same area a week
ago.

An Air Force spokesman said
it is “‘quite likely” that the same
crew was aboard the transport
when it went down in the ocean
as jockeyed it to safety last
week with 18 persons aboard,

- _Air Force officials said engine
icing in the bitter cold probably
caused the plane to plunge into
the Atlantic. Pilots said the last
reports by the crew of the Globe-
master indicated that engine
cutouts were not the result of
mechanical failure. ©

Making Return Trip

The blune-nosed Globemaster
was making the return trip from
Keflayik to Harmon Air Force
Base, Newfoundland, when the
p'ilot radioed in quick succes-
sion, that one, two, and finaily
three of his engines had conked
m{t. The plane was some 240
miles out over the ocean when
he sent his last message

The international weather
ship Alpha steamed to the area
and fished out a bottle of OXyEen
of -the type used aboard the
lumbering Globemaster. It radi-
oed that the yellow paint on the
metal bottle showed signg of
“severe burning.”

The weather ship also spotted
burnt plywood pieces floating
in the choppy sea.

Twelve planes and three
ships fanned out over the area
where the debris was found to
look for other wreckage and
survivors.

A similar sifuation had de-
veloped last Saturday when the
plane was enroute from Goose
Bay, Labrador, to Prestwick,
Scotland. The pilot radioed mul-
tiple engine failure. U.S. Air
Force planes swarmed out to
the Globemaster 500 miles off
the Iceland coast and shepherd-
ed it safely to Keflavik.

GOP Senators Urge
Biparfisan Groiip

Washington—{U.R—Sen. Styles
Bridges (R-N.H.) served notice
Saturday that Republican Sen-
ators are standing firm on their
demand for bipartisan direction
of the special committee which
the Senate has set up to inves-
tigate lobbying and campaign
contributions.

Organization of the eight-
member committee has been
held up by a political wrangle
between Republicans and Demo-
crats over the powers to be vest-
ed in the chairman, expected to
be Sen. Albert Gore (D-Tenn.).

Bridges, senior GOP member
and prospective vice-chairman of
the committee, has been meeting
prfvately with Gore in an effort
to work out a compromise. They
were previously reported close
to agreement but Bridges’ state-
ments to reporters today indi-
cated the gulf is still pretiy
wide.

The Senate set up the com-
mittee of four Republicans and
four Democrats in the wake of
a furor during debate on the
vetoed natural gas bill. Sen.
Francis Case (R-S.D.) touched it
off by disclosing he had turned
down ga $2,500 contribution by
an oil lobbyist who sought out
his views on the measure.

Bridges told newsmen the new
group is an evenly-divided
“select” committee. “If is not
a standing committiee and the
same type of rules are not ap-
plicable,” he addeda

Port Chester, N. Y. {UR—A
small army of FBI agents join-
ed local and county police Sat-
urday in a search fer two well-
mannered gunmen who kidnap-
ed a woman teller and then rob-
b#d a drive-in branch bank of

$188,000.




