Many Americans Don’t Receive Full Amount of Pay Due From Social Security

Washington — (UP) — Thou-
sands of Americans don't get
what's due them from the Social
Security system because they
fail to file benefit claims or file
them late.

The actual number of these
persons and the amount of money
they lose are not known and
cannot be estimated with any
certainty, Social Security spokes-
men say.

But the people who manage the
vast old-age and survivors insur-
ance program believe that the
great bulk of Americans entitled |
to lump sum or monthly benefit
payments are getting them.

The number who are not, or
who lost some monthly pay-
ments because of belated claim
filing, may run to “several thou-
sand,” one spokesman said. But
whatever it is, he added, Social
Security officials are confident
it is “an extremely small fraction
of the number of persons who
do get what's coming to them.
54,000,000 Pay

At the start of this year about
70,400,000 persons were insured
.under the Social Security Law.
This number varies considerably
from month to month as people
leave the labor pool or become
temporarily unemployed.

About 54,000,000 workers are
paying steadily info the insur-
ance fund. Payments to the fund
for the fiscal year ending next
June 30,

- employers, will total about
$£6,200,000,000. Total benefit
disbursements will hit about
$£5,351,000,000. Current assets

of the trust fund from which
paymentis are made total about
$21,417,000,000.

As of August, 1855, some
7,724,000 persons were receiving
monthly benefit checks. For
August these payments totaled
$385,000.000. in addition, lump
sum payments of about $100,000-
000 will be paid during the
year to survivors on the death
of insured persons.
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Some Won't Accept
It runs close to 2,000,000, the
bulk of them being persons who
stay on the job past the retire-
ment age and earn enough
money to make them ineligible
for Social Security payments.
There is another far smaller
but not precisely known number
of persons who are entitled to

| payments but won’'t accept them.

These include persons who have
income from property and just
don’'t want anything from the
government and some who—
“mistakenly, of course,” a
spokesman said —consider So-
cial Security payments a
demeaning kind of relief.

One reason the federal insur-
ance people feel they are getting
payvments to all but a tiny frac-
tion of those entitled to them is
that the system's 534 district
offices are constantly laboring
to “‘get the Social Security story
across.”

Three Ways To Lose

In the early days of Social Se-
curity officials worried lest wid-
ows or other survivors lost out
through ignorance of the law.

So they solicited the help of
funeral directors and ministers
in “spreading the word.” Now,
one spokesman said, “99 per cent
of the undertakers in the coun-
try conscientiously notify wid-
ows of their rights.”

This official believes that the

There have been isolated cases | suddenly bereaved young widow

“so many people look out for
\ her.”

| There are three ways of losing
| social insurance money: failure

[to file for the lump sum death
payment (of $90 to $225) in the
two-vear statutory period; failure
To file for monthly benefit

an insured person: failure to file
before the one-year limit on ret-
roactive monthly payments.
Make Inquiries

Such claims should be filed
with the nearest Social Security
district office. If you don’t know
where it is, look in the telephone
book under U. S. Government,
Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, or Social Secu-
rity.
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CRASH KILLS FIVE AIRMEN—Flaming gasoline still burns from the wreckage of this

FEBRUARY 28, 1956

Air Force KC97 Stratofreighter of the 1740th Air Transport Squadron attached to Palm
Beach Air Force Base, Fla. One engine of the big ship burst into flames as it approached
the landing strip at West Palm Beach, causing it to drop suddenly. The plane skidded
across a highway and burned in a field on the other side. The five crewmen were killed,
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checks at age 65 or on death of |

| District offices receive an
average of 36,000 claims a week.
In addition they receive scores
| of thousands of inquires. For the
| week ended last Oct. 6 the num-
ber of inquiries was 154,715.
Those figures supply another
reasoin, a spokesman for the sys-
tem said, for believing that
Americans “definitely are more
jaware of and better informed
about” social security than they
were 10 or 15 years ago. Employ-
ers also do a far better job of
|reporting than they used to, he
{said, although it is suspected a
iconsiderable number of eligible
{domestics are not yet on the
{ rolls.
| Nine of Ten
| Another spokesman said nine
out of 10 persons are now cov-

ered by Social Security, more fewer than one-fourth of them !year in addition to their security

than one-half of all aged persons |had an assured income of $100 a | payments.

without income from jobs or self-
employment receive old age
benefits and more than one-half
of all children whose fathers
have died are getfting monthly
payments. He said 1,000,000
beneficiaries are added to the
rolls every year.

rising steadily because income
lon which payvments are based
|has gone up, and because Con-
gress from time to time has
boosted benefits. =

| The average retired worker
|with no dependents, for exam-
ple, now gets about $88 a month

the early 1840's of $62.

rity system made ' a
survey to find out something
about economic status of its
beneficiaries. It discovered that

Monthly payments have been |
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