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ible abstention from all pota-
tions. His fur is silky and long
—on the back a soft shade of tan
or gray, the underparts snow
white with black facial markings
and a white line around the
rump.

The ruby light was a reflec-
tion from his great black eyes as
round as an owl's and propor-
tionately larger proclaiming his
nocturnal habits.

His crowning glory—worn at
the gpposite end from which
most crowning glories are worn
—1is his handsome tail, half again
as long as the rest of his six-inch
body, with a fur banner at the
end. His long hind feet have a
brush of stiff, long hairs all over
the soles, sand-shoes.

Misnamed Kangaroo Rat

Like so many animals, he is
misnamed kangaroo rat. He has
no kangaroo pouch and in ap-
perance he looks more like a
pocket mouse than a rat, with
that big terminal tuft which he
uses to make sudden turns as he
sails out in prodigious leaps.

Because, he does not sleep

tuteness as economiec conserva-
tism.
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factures his own water from the
dry materials present in starchy
foods. If you'll remember your
high school chemistry, water
consists of two parts hydrogen
to one part oxygen. Now starch
is a hydrocarbon and therefore
contains hydrogen. Add oxygen,
abundant in the air he breathes,
and you have H20. And with a |
most unusual metabolism, our
kangaroo rat is able to convert
his starchy food, however dry,
into water.

Yet this is not enough: to go
with it, he has developed what
may be the most unusual kidney
of any mammal: it permils his
kidney fluids to condense to 17
times the density of his blood—
and therefore, if necessary, he
could gquench his thirst with ‘sea
water!

How could you force him to
drink sea water, or any other?
By feeding him a diet so largely |
protem that he would not get|
enough hydrocarbon to furmsh!
him with hydrogen. In that un-
happy state, he will drink water,
the nasty stuff!

(Copyright, 1956, by
Eugene Burns)
(Released by McClure News-
paper Syndicate)
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