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E. H. Hedrick To Retire Tomorrow
After 30 Years with City Schools

By DON ROBINSON
Mail Tribune Staff Writer
“A man’s got to love his work
and his work becomes a

hobby.' These words of E. H.
Hedrick best describe his 30
years at the superintendents

desk of School District 49, Med-

ford. On August 1 he retires.
When he first arrived in Med-

ford, there

of Safeway Store No. 2, on Bart-
lett st

A gvm had vet to be built in
town. Ba=eball games were
plared in the old Armory build-
ing.

Foctball players. having no
turf available, were sometimes
haif buried in mud holes.

Hot school lunches wers just
an idea.

Chlngu Told

sow. Medford schools number !

mz!m Eight gvms are standing, |
three more abuilding. Looking
into the future, the district owns |
two elementary sites on Grand}

ave. and Orchard Home dr., and |
has just closed an option on 33
acres east of the old Crater Lake !

highway, north of town.
Perhaps schools will be built

here, perhaps not. But if the

need arises (and indications are

that it will) Medford i= prepared. |
Hedrick was born. the son of |

a school teacher-lumberman- |
rancher in Josephine county,
near Merlin. When he was 3, |
the family moved to Drain, in|

Douglas county. There he,
brother and two sisters received
training through high school.
Dacides on Law

Seeking a future, Hedrick de- |

cided upon law. He entered Mon-
mouth Nermal school, now Ore-
gon College of Education. With
the money from teaching, he
meant to put himself through law
school,

He taught his first term in a

were five schools. |
The high school stood at the sile |

his |

Douglas county rural school in|

1908. Graduating from Mon-
mouth in 1909, he spent the next
three vears teaching
schools around the county.
About that time, the s!ate
legislature enacted a meacure

establishing supervisors for Ore- |

gon's rural schools. Hedrick was

in rural |

one of the first of these, being |

elected supervisor, with 51 dis-
tricts to look after, in northern
Douglas counly.
for three more vears.

Seeks More Background

There he stayed |

[ taken to cover a {opic, the quan-

By this time, the boy from the |

ranch had unconsciously

con-|

vinced himself that lawbooks|

would not do. Teaching was his
field, he decided. but he needed
more background. Entering the
University of Oregon, he earn_ed
a bachelors degree, with a major
in education and a minor in phi-

losophy. Later he gained a mas-|
ters in education, minoring in
psyvchology.

World War I.came, and Hed-
rick spent a vear with the 213th
Field Signal Corps, at Ft. Lewis,
Wash. For a short time after-
wards he was in the Army edu-
cational service at the base hos-
pital. Discharged in 1919, he
came south to take the superin-
tendent’s reins at Central Point.

In 1923 a Central Point girl.
Helen Norcross, and he were
married. They had four chil-
dren: Eva, now married to Sam
Richardson, salesman for Home
Appliance company; Bill, prin-

cipal of the Hugo, Ore.. high
school; Lala, wife of Robert
Work, both having taught gt

Lone Pine for the past three|

vears, coming to Medford High

| tion, involving individual accom- | extravagant,

next vear, and Carolyn, a Med-|

ford High junior.
In Heppner

From 1923 to '25 Hedrick was

| classes.

of Heppner|

| other words, state and national

each Hedrick detected a spark budget or a bond issue.

the “group™” svstem Students are to build citizens, on the one

capable of more were put in hand, developing likenesses; and | of enthusiasm and pride in his

group one, average students in | to build individuals on the other, work. Soon. the man applied

group two. and slower students developing the distinguishing to the superintendent for a va-

in group three. gualities in "people. cant janitor's position. but was;
The dividing factors were History, English, and math for told, “We can always find jani-

three-fold: the amount of time instance, are required so that'tors. I need a man like vou on |
Fy:i— e T i

..\.\& \

E. H. HEDRICK
Veteran School Superintendent To Retire After 30 Years
—{Photo by Bramerd)

the students may cultivate com-
mon ideals, loyalties, and the
| ability to live together construc-

tity of work given, and the ap—'
proach of the teacher giving an

assignment_ | tively.
Stuck by System Music, art, debate and studies
Although cries of “undemo-|along this line are made avail-

.

cratic” arose from time to time,
Hedrick and the board stuck by
their beliefs. With the backing
of the majority of the people,
they employved the system for 20
years.

In 1946,

able for “‘development of the stu-
dent’s own peculiar interests, at-
titudes, and abilities.”
Two Guideposts
These two purposes, citizen-
|ship and individuality, Hedrick
two things occurred, | has always used as guideposis

1as a result of which group three | when making up Medford curric-

was discontinued. | ulums.
The “inherent difficulty” of! Then too, he savs. the curricu-
the curriculum decreased. In|lum must reflect the interests

and nature of the community.
standards didn’'t demand that so 1 More ihan half of Medford’s par-
much be learned in each grade. | ents want their children to go on
Secondly. special education de-|to college. For that reason, Dis-
partments were developed, trict 49 has. stressed academic
Slower children were placed | courses,
in these depariments, the aim In 1831,
being to bring them back,|was moved to its present site

| through concentrated individual | from where the courthouse now

attention, into their own group. |stands. and the high school was
The names “group one” and |constructed, south of town.

“group two”’ were dropped in| Twenty acres had been secured |
favor of “regular” and * ad\anL-lon Oakdale ave. for the pros-
ed” classes. Subjects such as| pective Medford high. Though |
typing. shop, or physical educa- | many opposed it as being too
(*“They thought we
were building a country club™),
they wish now it had been an
| even larger area.

Bricks Saved

plishment, have no advanced
But in studies where |
the class as a3 whole must move
together, students are divided to

T

Washingion school !

facilitate learning.
Emphasizes Point

With regard to divided classes,
| on one point Hedrick hits hard:

superintendent
schools, in Morrow county,

At the turn of the quarter-|
century, he was back in Jackson

ington ele me n t ary structures
| were wrecked. From the bricks
{saved, Jackson school gym was

The old high school and Wash- |

=mto

county, having been elected
superintendent of Medford
schools. He intended to stay only
a vear, then take a position at a
teacher’s college.

But the one wvear stretched
two. then three. He had
found the town and the job he
liked. He settled down, and
started to build Medford's schoel
svstem.

The second vear of his stay,
1926, the high school was moved
into a brand new building on
West Second st.
lett st

| concern.

With the Bart- |
structure. the superinten- |

dent and his board introduced |

something new to Medford — a
junior high school. The district
switched fr

i Churches can give spiritual train-

om the 8-4 plan (eight |

vears of grade school and four |

vears of high school) to the new
6-3-3 plan.

With the construction
tion temporarily
rick turned to the students.
Courses of Study

The first move was to institute
es of <tudy for all subjects.
cachers committees work with
he superir .(‘ndt‘u' in developing

ne of work to be taught
the year.

Next, Medford initiated testing
procedures, the results revealing
local students’

situa-

oL

tion,

"
vvith

the coming of a junior

in hand. Hed-|
{ and Medford have held this view

ranking with |the classroom™;
those around the state and na- | the curriculum—the material of- | foreman.

| wants none of the never-crack-a-

“It’s bad to advertise that a kid
is in an advanced group.” He

erected.

Back in the 30's, the board
bought a piece of land for $8,000.
Today. it could be sold for $100.-
000. Next vear, the new East
’\1edford Junior High school will |

book tyvpe notions in his schools.
That kind of student, he savs, “is |
like a Chrysler without gas _ . .
it might just as well be a Ford.” | open on the same tract.

The philosophy of District 49 The outstanding trait of the
and Hedrick, has been this: Edu- | {man whose career these events
cation is the school's pnmarv.ha\e filled, is a hard and fast
Outside activities are | philosophy of life,
necessary, but secondary. i “The men wh® run this world,"”

Hedrick doesn't believe in he will tell you, “are the ones |
narrow education, or “just the !who have three qualities: First,
three Rs.” But it is his chief they know their job. There's no
concern to “educate where so-|substitute for backgrc:
ciety’s other institutions can't.” | ond, they're willing to work at it.
| They're the ones who take their |
ing. and the YMCA and Scouts
recreational training., but none
beside the school can teach read- |
ing. science, English, math, spell- | ter.”
ing—the basic solid courses. { Likes ‘Good Man’

In Minority | He loves to see a “good man."

For the past decade. Hedrick | Not a puritan—but an honest
iman. who fits his job like a nut
| fits a bolt.

Hedrick is ever on the look-

fice after-hours. Third,
| got personality . .. and charac-

in the minority. *“Progressive”
education methods have seized
the fancy of many school men, out for such men and women for
and “solids” have suffered for [ his District 48 “family.’ He
extracurricular activities. Now, {once hired an extrs man for one
the swing 1s back. | day,

It has long been Hedrick’'s con- | the administration building. He
viction that “the heart of any | walked past, saw the workers,
schoel is what you're doing in |and in particular, the extra man.
in other words, | “Keep that man on,”
“I want to watch
fered. | him.”

The two main obligations of a| The new man moved from one

high school, District 49 began public school, as he sees them, lmenial task to another, and in

-nd. Sec-|

|work home and stay at the ot-|
they've |

shoveling dirt in front of |

he told the |

maintenance.”
laborer was hired.

Biggest Problem
“A superintendent’s biggest
problem,” says Hedrick, “is get-

ting and keeping the right kind
of people. No matter what your
aims are, unless yYou have people
that can translate them into ac-
tion, you can't do a thing. The
trouble is, they don’t make those
superior people often enough.”

The fact is, Medford has been
blessed with more than its share
of “those superior people,”
will readily admit.

In sports, Hedrick points with
pride to local track teams. Bill
Bowerman and his “pup.” Bob
Newland, are the coaches ihat
| made Medford, trackwise, “There
|aren’t two better track coaches
in the state of Oregon," boasts
the superintendent. .

As for teaching, “We've al-
|ways been strong in Eng]ish,
| mati, social studies and science.
| Though he's provided the best
|p0¢sthle buildings, Hedrick
doesn’t care “if vou've got a log
cabin or a palace. It's the teach-
l~rs that make a school.”
Became Ill

From March 11, 1934, to the
same date, 1935, Hedrick was off
| duty. Not voluntarily: he took
sick and was in and out of hos-
pital beds all over this state and
even California. Doctors said
it was heart and stomach trouble.
Hedrick never put much stock
in doctors—he still claims it was
‘'just nerves.”

In any event, he wasn't the
ideal patient. He kept trying to
run the district's schools from
his bed. He had his assistant
jumping back and forth with in-
structions constantly, and all but
|set up office wherever he was
|laken

He says the best way to lick
|illness is to lie down and make
|a job out of getting well. But
| then, smiling admits, “You can
itell the other guy that, but it's
| hard to take vourself.”
| Has Earned Support

Throughout his 30 vears at
Medford's helm. Hedrick has en-
joved and appreciated steadfast
| support of school board and pub-
lie. During that period, the
town has never voted down a

BUCKHORN

MINERAL SPRINGS

Enioy health, rest, esmtort ond hospitality
amidst surroundings, Completaly
furrished Sleeping ond  Housexeeping
Cakine, with all modern focilities.
HOT MINERAL and MUD BATHI
Rheumatosm, Arl'll MNeuritis,

latice, M ms
‘earsoN :mmo: VAPOR BATHS

for Sinus, Skin Ersp-
Iud Pressure

for Reservations and hhmuhon—tddn-
Minerel Socine, Rt 1, Ashlond,
Oregon or Phone Long Distance.
'l Dr. Hermon Waxier, Dirsctor
Chiroprectic Physicion
]

I'

The onetime day | ter Lake

as he |

“There is probably no finer
‘town in America for conductmg
a good school system,” claims
| Hedrick. He believes Medford
| has a high cultural level, and
therefore is a challenge to a
school man. Furthermore, the
people want good schools. They

like the philosophy of *educa-|

tion first.”

The superintendent has al-|

ways taken confidence from the
fact that “If the people are con-
vinced youre running a good
svstem, they will support you.

Looking back, Hedrick feels 30
vears have flown fast. To him,
“It doesn’t even seem like ten.”
Busy, Full, Happy Years

But they've been busy and
full, and for those reasons,
happy. By his own standards,
Hedrick is one of the men “who
run the world.” He knew his
job, he couldn’t be kept from his
work, and he had th2 personality
and character to carry him
through in every public test.

As for the future, he has “two
or three ideas” in back of his
mind, but nothing definite, What-
ever he decides, those who know
him feel certain, he won't stray
too far from the public schools.

Two Drivers Fined
For Reckless Auto
Driving on Streefs |

City police said that Coe Eu-
gene Brown, 21, of 1086 Spring
st., who was fined on reckless
driving charges in city court Sat-
urday morning, led them on a
high speed chase through Med-
ford and in the north outskirts of
town about 10:30 o'clock I riday
night.

Coe entered a guilty plea, offi-
cers said, and was assessed $30
by Judge James Main. His driv-
er's license was suspended one
year.

Police Sgt.
that

Lyle Perkins said
Brown was clocked at 87

| miles per hour on South River-

side avenue. The sergeant said
also that the chase was over
East Main st., Hawthorne ave.,
Jackson st., Crater Lake ave.,
McAndre“s rd., Biddle rd., Cra-
highway, and Delta
| Water rd. and Crater Lake high-
way. headed back to town and
was “lost” on North Central ave
Police arrested Brown on a
warrant Saturday morning.

Arthur Bryan Hall Jr., 29, of
610 Benson st., was fined $75
and $5 court costs by Judge
Rawles Moore in district court
Friday on a reckless driving
charge.

He entered a plea of guilty,
records showed. Judge Moore
also recommended to the secre-
tary of state that Hall's driver's
license should be suspended for
30 days.

Hall appeared on a state police
complaint that he drove in excess
of designated speeds on Highway
99, “on McAndrews rd. and on
Central and Riverside aves. He
was accused of going 60 miles
per hour in a 35 mph zone on the
highway, 50 in a 25 mph zone on
McAndrews, 60 in a 35 mph area
on Central and 85 mph on River-
side,

About 83 per cent of all U.S.
vacation trips are by automo-

bile, and the average mileage |

is 978 miles.

'Dagger Owned by Noted Actor

*Is this a dagger, which I see
| before me?”

| These words from one of the
most dramatic passages of Mac- |
beth,
at the Shakespearean Festival|
| which starts at Ashland tomor-|
irow, have more than passing

significance to one world war| |
living at Campi.E

veteran,
White.
| Ralph Baker owns the dagger.
used by Edwin Booth in this and |
other Shakespearean plays. It is
a reminder of the fact that his |

now

| father and step-father both
lachieved recognition on the
stage, in portraving the char-|

| acters in plays of the u-nmc:‘rtalr
bard.
I Is Inheritance
The dagger has come down 10
him as an inheritance of the past,
which is rich in memories of the
way Shakespeare was presented |
1o audiences in the gayv mnet!es|
and until the first World War

engagements which were cur-|
rent for many vears. |
Revival of Shakespeare in the
classical interpretation of the|
Festivals, such as the one which
has been running for 20 years
here in southern QOregon, has
changed the entire tradition,
lBakPr believes.
_ Although he has lived at the
VA Domiciliary for the past four
vears, he has assiduously avoid- |
ed attending the Ashland per-
forrnances He does not explain
\\h\ bul observes dryly, “1 was

brought up on those lmes, and |
{lived in that atmosphere long

enough.”
Different World
Actually, he feels that the

treatment today belongs to a
| world other than the one enacted
by his father, Leighton Baker,

and his step-father, Frederick
| Vroom.
! The dagger. was acquired

through his mother, who after
the death of his own father, mar-
ried the distinguished Shake-
spearean actor Frederick Vroom
in Los Angeles, after a friend-
ship of 60 wvears. Vroom was a
member of the famous Booth-
Barrett company.

Baker has a flock of clip-
pings acquired from his step-
father, one of which reproduces
a program dated 1831 from the
Brooklyn Academy of Music,
with Edwin Booth and Frederick
Vroom featured in Hamlet. In
this engagement, Vroom played
the part of King Claudius.
Booth, of course, played Hamlet.

In an interview published
when he was nlaving movie
parts in Hollvwood in 1939,

Vroom ventured this note of pro-
pheey: “The stage will not re-
cover the glories of the days of
Booth in this dispensation. We
will have to get over the jazz
age. After some great upheaval,
there mayv come a time when
great stage actors are again
produced.”

Medford Denfist Will
Reopen His Practice

Dr. Cornell A, Sabo, Medford
dentist who has been in the
Army two vears, will reopen his
office on Monday, Aug. 1.

His practice will be at Room
305. Medical Center building,
his location before entering thez
service,

Dr. Sabo was stationed at Heil-
bronn, near Stuttgart in Ger-
many, for 20’2 months. His wife
and three daughters were with
him and his son, Cornell Jr., was
stationed nearby in the Medical
Corps.

The family home here
257 Winema Way.

Steel mills in the U.S. in 1953
used a total of about 3,108 tril-
!lion gallons of water.

is at

RESERVED SEATS
_ NOW ON SALE

BOX OFFICE OPEN
DAILY 10 am-9 pm

OR ORDER BY MAL >

¥ west/6oast semiere X~

TUES. EVE. AUG.2 at8:30
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ITS EVERY NOLIDAY YOU EVER
BREAMED OF COME TRUE!

< -when e mest fabalons slory-laling
i fha bithery of emlerisiomost bokes yoo srovad
e wid 0 2 CIRERAMA BOLIAT!

EVENNNGS: 8:30 Dedy Excopt Set. 730 2 169 -
Sen ot 2-5 & §:30 o Orchestre $2.65 « Bokawy 5175

IMATREES: 2 p.m. Wed., Thers., Fri. end Sev.
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which will stir audiences| '

repopularized the barnstormirz| |

Owned by Camp White Member

&

|
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spearean actor, Edwin Booth,

BOOTH'S DAGGER—This dagger,

usec(bv the noted Shake-

in plays produced 75 years ago,
it now owned by Ralph Baker,
White, who inherited it from members of his family who played
with Booth during that .period.—(Payne Photo.)

a veteran now living at Camp

Two farm credit organizations

week.

F. E. Bowman, secretary-
treasurer of the Southern Ore-
gon National Farm Loan asso-
ciation, said that long-term, low-
interest credit furnished farmers
in this area is being used to re-
finance and consolidate present
indebtedness, to make improve-
ments to land and buildings, and |
to purchase land, livestock, ma- |
chinery and equipment.

The association extended some
$200,000 in credit during the
year ending June 30, he said,

to farmers and ranchers in Jack- |
son and Josephine counties. The!
loans are made for the Federal
Land Bank of Spokane.
Back From Conference

Irvin Patten, secretarv-treas-
urer of the Southern Oregon
Production Credit association,
has returned from a conference
at Spokane with officials of the
30 PCAs in Idaho, Montana,
Oregon and Washington.

He said the federal farm
credit board is now gathering in-
formation to develop national

reported on their activities last

with the 4 per cent loans gomg'

Farm Credit Organizations
Report on Their Activites

| plans to further improve eredit
services through the associa-
tions, which work with the Pro-
duction Credit Corporation of
Spokane.

At the meeting, Patten re-
ported, representatives of the
Farm Credit Administration at-
tended. and there were discus-
sions as to possible ways for
:iarmerc eventually to take over
ownership from the government
i of the production credit corpor-
|aucm and the intermediate credit
|bank. Most of the PCAs in the
farm credit distriet are now
| farmer-owned, he pointed out.

Yreka muy
On Swim Pool Bonds

Yreka — Yreka voters Tues-
day will pass upon a proposal to
build a new swimming pocl.
Polls will be open from 7 am.
to 7 pm.

A $70.000 city bond jssue has
been propesed to finance the
pool, and it is on the bonds that
voters will ballot. The present
city pool has been termed ined-
equate for the use given it by
Yreka residents.
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PRE-SEASON SAVINGS

we want your
OLD HEATER
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Why go thru ancther wimber
without & modern, clean sperst-
ing, fuel saving, oil heater.

Why wait until the snew Hise
and love 515 on your old hester,

= BUY your new Spark Cil Heater
during the menth of August and
get an axtra $15 for the old
heater.

This atfer in made petsible be-
cause the Factory is sharing in
thix extra $15.

* Thare have boen ne incrosses in
Spark prices.

old heater.

Telephone 2-5295

SAMSON FEED &

Come in todsy and select the size
Spark Oil Heater you need, in the
lovely Neutra-tone Baked Enamel
Finith and get this extra $15 for your

SIS EX'I'RA

SEED CO., Agents

4th & Front Streefs
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