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American Farms Disappearing

(Editor's Note: Throughout the na-
tion, the numher of f[arms has de-
creased while the size of larm units
has expanded. U. 5. Department of
Agriculture figures show there are
1,189,600 fewer farms todav than in
1235, The United Press made a survey
to determine reasons for this trend.
This is the recond of iwo dispatches
on the survey,

By FRANK L. SPENCER
United Press Correspondent

Chicago —UPR — American
farmers are doing such a good
job that farms are ‘disappear-
ing.”

This country lost 1,388,000
farms in the past 20 vears. 57.-
000 of them last year. We'll
probably lose more. Although
there 1is some disagreement,
most authorities seem to feel it's
a good things.

Parke C. Brinklev, Virginia's
commissioner of agriculture, ex-
plains the trend this way:

“When I took over operation
of our family farm in Nanse-
mond County 20 wvears ago. it

took nine men to work a liule|

over 100 acres. Today, with new
methods. new feeds, new f{er-
tilizers, new Insecticide and new
machinery, the same farm is
being worked by two and one-
half men and we are producing
more than we did 20 years ago.”

Brinkley said vields per acre
of corn have increased 60 per
cent in the past 15 vears in Vir-
ginia; tobacco yields have in-
creased 50 per cent, wheat 33

farm has dropped from more
than one-third to a little over
one-fifth.”

At the time Brinkley took

over his family's Virginia farm,
in 19335, there were 83,400 farms
in South Dakota, averaging 446
| acres apiece. Nuw there are 18.-
400 fewer South Dakota farms
-and the average is 677 acres
apiece.

Howard Anderson, South Da-
kotla’s assistant secretary of agri-
culture, said that because of
mechanization farmers must
have more land to pay for the
machines.

Dewey 0. Boston, Pennsylva-
nia federal-state agricultural
statistician, said the family type
of farm is on the way out in that |
state. A farmer starting out these
days must have enough land to
justify the use of the machines |
| which he must have for ECO~|I
| nomical production. i
{ Heavy Investment i
Boster said that a farmer to-/
|day must have equipment cost-
|ing from $20,000 to $25,000 to|
|get a return on his investment |
.and must operate a sufﬁcient']-
'acreage to bring a profitable re- |
turn. |

A Georgia agricultural expert | omy.”

Officials of the Farmers Union |
in Minnesota also believe the
family-sized farm may be dis-
appearing, but Farm Bureau of-
ficials saw the trend as an indi-
cation that mechanization is per-

' mitting farmers to handle an in-

creased acreage more economi-
cally.

Independent farm economists
in Minnesota seemed to agree!
with the Farm Bureau and added |
that there now are fewer hired|
hands, indicating that family|
units are able to do more with-|
out outside help than was pos-!
sible previously. !

L. C. Carpenier, Missouri’s
commissioner of agriculture,
said he isn't sure the trend in
fewer, bigger farms is “advan-
tageous to the country as a
whole.”

Average Farmer Older

“If there is ever a lessening of
activity in industry, including
defense plants, there will be un-
employment,” Carpenter said.
“This means people will go back
to the farms in many cases to
earn only a marginal living.”

But Math Dahl, Nort Dakota’s |
commissioner of agriculture, |
doubted the trend would mean |
an “adverse effect on the econ-|
The longrange effect, |

said the “average farmer” now | Dah] said, may be a shortage of |

has an investment of 330,000 to | farm workers. and

$60.000. |
Chancellor Clifford M. Hardin |

“it takes|
workers to run the machines.”
John White, Texas’ agricul-‘

per cent and peanuts 50 per cent. ©f the Universily of Nebraska  ture commissioner, said there

Mechanization A Factor

| said that, in addition 1o capital

was a “‘crisis of sorts” approach- |

Virginia farmers also are pro-| and farming skill, any young| ing in the comparative shortage|

ducing 20 per cent more hogs, | man launching a farn} career
30 per cent more milk, 60 perEInday must have *‘office” ability.
cent more cattle and 35 per cent| “The average operator 10|
more eggs than they did in 1940, years from now will spend far

he noted. more time with so-called office
In the same period, he added | work than he deces now.” Hardin
“Virginia’s population which | said. “He will or he won't be in

lives and earns its living on the

l business.”
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Rotary Power Mower

® 1.5 h.p. 2 cycle engine
® Lightweight—easy to handle

Ne mere pushing and pulling a tired, worn
out hand
under the hot summer sun. Height of cut
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{ culture and not men who turn

| have electric washers,

| make
| “look pale.”

Efects of Blasts

of voung men on the farm.
“The average farmers today,”
White said. *is considerably |
older than the age average of |
1914. More and more young men |
growing up or the farm are
choosing careers in business and |
professional [ields. We need |
continual replacements of young
people who are trained in agri-

to the farm after failing in other
enlerprises.” |
The farmer’s son of 1955 prob- |
ably has less reason to leave the |
farm than did his dad and grand- |
dad, a United Press survey on
agricultural trends disclosed. |
One set of statistics may point |
this up. In 1920 there were 5.687
tractors on Pennsylvania farms.
In 1950 there were 125,907,
Machines Work Longer |
Brinkley said that 95 per cent |
of the farms in Virginia have
electricity and nearly have of
them have pressure water sys-
tems. Three out of five of them |
one in |
five has a home freezer and one |
in four a television set, he said.
Joseph W. Kilgallen, secretary |
of the New York state’s depart-
ment of agriculture and mar- |
kets, said 12.9 per cent of New
York's farms had electric lights

|in 1920, In 1950 the figure was
93.8 per cent.

In another department, the
U. S. Department of Agriculture
said the average net per farm
income in 1925 was $962 an-
nually. Last year it was $2,209.

But there was disagreement on
work hours. Minnesota agricul-
tural authorities said machines
have brought shorter hours to!

| the farm.

Dahl said, however, that the
machines brought longer hours
to North Dakota farms. “Horses
could only be worked so many !
hours a day,” Dahl said. Ma-
chines can go all night.”

Elroy Hawes, Massachusetts’
agricultural commissioner. said
today's farmer works just as|
hard a his dad and granddad who |
toiled in the pre-tractor era.

But Hawes added that there
soon would be a mechanical
revolution on the farms that will
the McCormick reaper

Studied by Device

Chicago — (UP) — The Ilargest
laboratory device vet developed
for simulating the blasts from
bombs has been designed at
Armour Research Foundation of
the Illinois Institute of Technol-
OgV. |

The instrument is called a

A No. 2 shovel with 48 inch {
selected quality handle driven { “shock tube.” It allows engineers
into tapered socket for greater to study the effects of blasts

strength.

Regular $2.49

without actually exploding a
bomb. '

The new shock tube has a six-
| foot diameter. Arne M. Wieder-

$I 98

[ mann, associate engineer in pro-
| pulsion and structural research, !

® beoynys , Bl
50 ft. Plastic Hose [ st i i e lrsest el

7/16 in. inside diameter. Will

give you years
brass

Reg.

couplings.
-ad sasy to handle.

The tube, built in nearby Gary,
Ind., for the Air Force, has an
over-all length of 150 feet. |

A certain amount of combus-

|
|
3 tible gas is introduced into one

| section of the tube and is con-

of service. Solid
Lightweight

$4.95

Great States Lawn Mower

Light weight for fast cutting.
16 in. cut. Rubber tired
wheels, sealed bearings. Reg.
3$19.90.

$'I 785

| fined by a light diaphragm. The
| diaphragm is shattered when the |
gas is ignited and the released |
I pressure wave travels down the |
ﬁtui:le to a test section, where a
‘model of a building has been
| placed.

The resulting forces are re-
' corded with electronic equip-
| ment.

 MORE GARAGES
| Chicago —IU.P)— Construction

Crain & Mohr

Your Home Town Hardware
225 East Sixth

| on the last of Chicago’s 10 multi-
{ level garages being built in the
‘ city's $50.000.000 off - street|
parking program will begin
soon. Plans call for a four-level
structure of reinforced concrete‘

|\\'ith a capacily of 261 cars. It
[ will be of the ramp type with
| upen walls. The city - owned
garages offer both self-parking
and attendant parking facilities.

Back Stairs:

By MERRIMAN SMITH
United Press 1
White House Writer H

Washington
stairs at the White House: 1
Sherman Adams. the assistant
to the President, and his wife
have taken up golf seriously.
They play together frequently|
on a small course near the sol-|

{diers’ home here in the late aft-|

ernoons.

Adams, he former governor
of New Hampshire, is a great be-
liever in exercise the vear |
around. When his busy schedule |
will permif, he sometimes slips |
away on winter week ends for |
skiing and skating.

Vice - President Richard M.
Nixon reports that his golf has
been suffering—from overwork.
Nixon hasn't been playing as
much as he would like to, and
consequently, his form has be-
come a trifle rusty. The Presi-
dent is keeping in shape with
frequent afternoon practice ses-
sions on the White House
grounds. !

jlate 18th ecentury.
Executive has visited his Scot-

_Thc National Geographic So-
ciety estimates that more than
50,000 people will visit Presi-

tle this year.

Culzean pronounced cul-lane
Castle was given to Mr. Eisen-
hower in 1945 by the British
government in recognition of his
leadership of the Allied armies.

Actually, only a relatively small !
| apartment is reserved for the

President in the castle which has
crumbled somewhat against the
ravages of time and the weather
of Scotland.

The castle took 20 years to
build and was compleied in the
The Chief

ish property twice—once in 1946
and again in 19351. When Mrs.
Eisenhower saw the castle for
the first time, she said it was
“just like a fairy castle, the kind
we read about in Grimm’'s story
book.”

Where will the Big Four meet-
ing be? The President isn't say-
ing just yet, but an official of a

FIRST- @

PENNEY'S
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Having a wonderful
time in Penney’s

portswear!

Adams Takes Up Golf

| Swiss airline has been In confer-
lence at the White House recent-
ly, escorted by representatives

P} —Back. dent Eisenhower’s Scottish cas- of Eastern Air Lines.

All the big air carriers will be
trying for some of the business
in connection with the Big Four
conference, wherever it may be
held.

news personnal at the Bermuda
Big Three meeting in late 1953.
A European meeting of the Big
Four undoubtedly
closer to 11,000 newsmen and re-
lated personnel.

Mr. Eisenhower was deeply
moved by a praver he heard the
other night at the dedication of a
new Jewish temple here. The
rabbi read:

“Cause us, O Lord our God, to
lie down each night in peace and
to awaken each morning to re-
newed life and strength. Spread
over us the tabernacle of Thy
| peace. Help us to order our lives
by Thy counsel and lead us in
the paths of righteousness.

“Be Thou a shield about us,

There were something like 200 |

will attract|

New Haven, Conn. —UP—
ll\!mnie Landau, 65, didn't plan
| it, but she easily thwarted a hold-
up of her grocery. Two timid
teenaged bandits fled without
taking anything when she faint-
ed.

| protecting us from hate and war,

from pestilence and sorrow.
i Curb Thou also within us the in-
clination to do evil, and shelter
us beneath the shadow of Thy
winds. Guard our going out and
our coming in unto life and
peace from this time and forever-
| more."”

Rubber Crossing Eases

Bumps for Motorists
Akron, 0. — (UPp) — Th--n'g

a railroad crossing her. =8

motorists don't mind driv..g

over at all. It's the first rubber
one in the world. installed over
Ithe main track of the Erie Rail-
| road.

Engineers predicted that the
new use for rubber would elim-
inate one of the major irritations

{of motorists. The rubber slabs
form a watertight wedge to the
rails,

I BIG

| ® Slabs and Rough Blox
' ® Big Double Load or Single Load
Now Is the Time t_ Store for Winter

Tel. 2-2111

OUR SUMMER DRESS
CARNIVAL — HUNDREDS
MORE NEW DRESSES

FINAL WEEK OF

JUST UNPACKED!

Summer-set and Sanforized

"LUCINA” COTTONS

In a Carnival

Of New Colors!

Carnival-colorful cottons step into the spotlight

of Penney’s yearly Summer

ganza! Fabulous and full-skirted in “Lucina,”
the queen of cottons—silky, crease-resistant and
absolutely washable. The ultimate in detailing
and style, these are dress-dorables you'll wear
with unbounded pride right through Summer,
Yellow, aqua, orchid, powder, mauve.

o

fashion extrava-

S e e a—

Your basic strap casual is
of smooth leather! It has
smarl, open vamp (reat-
ment; comes with cushion
insoles, cork rlatforms.
Sanitized® {or cleaner
wear. Sizes 3-9'z, AAAA-
AA-B-D-EE.

498

Gaily beaded Kiltie moc-
casin of softest glove lea-
ther. It's hand beaded,
hand laced; comes in lus-
cious colors. Wedge lieels,
ganilized-‘i. Find sizes 312~

298

Sandals with thick foam in-
soles for that walking-on-
air feeling. They're of soft
glove-tanned leather in
solid col ors, {wo-tones.
Sanitized® for cleaner
wear. Sizes 4-9. White.

398

Sleek, high-heel pumps
with a lasiex ‘sweater
binding” that keeps them
comfortably in place. Fash4
ion white, calf. Sanitized®.
Sizes 3-9. AAA-AA-B.

690

Your favorite warm-
weather shoe — Penney's
colorful leather stripping
sandals! 3 adjustable
buckles for better fit,
Buoyant cushion insoles.
Sanitized®. Sizes 4-3. AA-B

298

sandals of
rich n¥lon mesh! They have
cushion insoles, leather
platforms, medium - high
wedge heels. White. beige,
blue. Sanitized®. Sizes 5-9.

Cool summer

AA and B.

298

MEDFORD FUEL CO.

Court & McAndrews

-FIR

90

Juniors
Misses and
Half Sizes

There Is A Penney
Shoe for every Casual
Occasion!

'Y X

See Our Gomplete
Line Today!

HAND-LACED STEP-INS
IN LUSCIOUS COLORS

Warm weather foot flatterers!

Penney's soft, glove-tanned
leather step-ins have a gored
front for better fit. Low wedge
heels. Sanitized®. AA-B.




