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Rebuilding Cubs Have Too
Many Weaknesses To Rate
As National League Threat

(This is the eighth of a se
rles on the 1955 prospecis of
the major league teams.) |

By DICK FALES

Mesa, Arid.—UP.—The Chi-
cago Cubs finished seventh In
the National League race last
year, and although Manager
Stan Hack feels otherwise, they'l]
be lucky to climb much higher |
in 1955. )

The Windy City’s once-domi-
nant baseball team has gone
steadily downhill in recent years
and now is in the midst of a re-
building program. I{s spring
camp was loaded with rookies,
and even if several should come
through this year there are too
many basic weaknesses to pro-
pel Chicago into a flag con-|
tender’'s position.

“We need pitching most of
all,”” Hack said. “After that, we |
need catching and a regular out-
fielder. |

“l hope we do as well with
rookies as we did last year,” he
said. “We had three good ones—
Ernie Banks at short, Gene
Baker at second and left-handed
pitcher Jim Davis.”

Infield Shapes Up

Banks and Baker teamed to|
form one of Chicago’s best dou- |
ble-play combinations in many |
seasons. In addition, both batted |
.275, respectable figures for their |
positions. Davis, purchased in|
early-season from Seattle, fin-
ished with an 11-7 mound record,

Bates Candv Company ..

| alded rookie.
hold true for John Andre, a.

| “throwing real good”

cause of his hitting, leads in the
race for the other two positions.

The rookies are fighting for
the centerfield post if Baum-
holtz holds down right. One,
Gale Wade, came to the Cubs in
the Kiner deal. He's one of the

! fastest men in the game, but a |

weak hitter. The other is Sollie |

Drake, who batted .282 with

| Des Moines a year ago.

A second player who came to

Chicago from Cleveland is Hack's |

greatest hope among the rookie |
pitchers.
has looked impressive in train-

ing camp games. The jump from |

the Class € California League,
where he was 28-4 with Stock-
ton, may prove too much for
Bob Thorpe, the club’s most her-
The same may

21-9 righthander with Shreve-
port.

Veterans round out the pitch-
ing corps. They are Howie Pol-
lett. Bob Rush, Paul Minner and
Warren Hacker. The first two,
according to Hack, have been
in spring
training.

For catching, Hack is in a
quandary. He three-platooned
the position last vear with vet-
erans Clyvde McCullough
Walker Cooper and rookie El-
vin Tappe. None was of suffic-
ient calibre to hold the post, and
this year returning serviceman

Harry Chiti probably will get|

the first call.

Workhorse Sam Jones |

LOSES DECISION—BIll Alm- [
shay. Dayton Flyer forward, |
leaves court at New York's !
Madison Square Gardemn, in |

teass affer his team drorped |

a 7¢ to o® decision to D1 |}

quesne 1n the National nvita-
tion Tournament finale.

BOWLING
| EVERGREEN LEAGUE

Pierce Freight held onto top
spot in the Evergreen Bowling
league this week, taking a 3-1
series  irom  runner-up Swilt
Company. A 372 and a 610 by
Gene Dovon and Ray Wise spell-
ed downtall of Swift. Doyon had

| high game of 223.

and |

Medford Barbers held pace by
a 4-0 series over Jorgensen's
Dairy. Loss dropped Dairy off
the pace. and into a tie for fifth.
Bel Air Chevs moved up by a 3-1
series over Tru-Mix Construc-
tion. The motormen had high
team game of the evening with
906. Jim Morgan's 224 was high |

EASTER SHOP
with & Mann’s Charge or CBA

account

Business and professional
both East and West, have taken
the Open Road to their heorts and
heads. There's personality and in-
dividuality in it for you, too.

The Open Road
by STETSON

men,

10.
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