Star, Planet, Meteor

By J. HUGH PRUETT

Astronomer,; Extension Division
Oregon Higher Education System

“Are the stars in the Great

Dipper just stars or planets?
Please distinguish between
planets and stars. All planets
are stars, are they not, but not
all plums are prunes. Why,
through the ages, has not one
of the seven stars in the Great
Dipper fallen or burned out?

to the naked eye excepting for
brightness. So we are accus-
tomed to call them stars. The
flecks of light that at times
dash across the sky and dis-
appear in a second or so look
just like stars so are commonly
called “falling stars.”
Three Distinct Classes

These objects which are called
stars really belong in three dis-
tinct classes. Some are relatively

We see stars falling and wonder | close fo us; others at great dis-

if one in the Dipper will ever |

fall.” (H.H.S. Portland)
Aside from the sun, moon,
and an occasional comet, the

other celestial objects look alike

tances: still others are incon-
ceivably remote,

The nearest are the so-called
“falling stars.”” They are not
stars at all. They are meteors.

They are debris which comes

from spaces outside the region
of the earth and become lumi-
nous only as they dash through
our upper atmosphere — some-
times at over 40 miles per sec-
ond—and become heated by
friction with our air. They are
small particles of matter and
while visible are descending
from about 80 miles above the
earth’s surface to 40 or 50 miles
where they are entirely burned.
Big ones sometimes reach the
surface hefore being consumed.
Other Worlds

Planets are other worlds of
our own solar system. Only five
are visible without optical aid.
They encircle the sun as does
our earth. Some are nearer the

sun than we are but most of
them are farther away. They are
not lumrinous due to being in-
tensely hot, but only because
the central sun shines on them
and lights them. They are stars
only in appearance. The most
distant known is Pluto, nearly
four billion miles from the sun.

The real stars are extremely
distant suns, the nearest being
about 7,000 times farther from
our sun than is Pluto, They
shine because they are extreme-
ly hot. Our sun is the closest
star to us. Very delicate instru-
ments are needed to detect mo-
tions of the distant stars among
themselves, even as seen in a
human lifetime. They never
shoot across the sky as do the

nearby meteors. Terrifie veloe-
ity would be needed for us to
detect it readily.

“Shooting stars"” are not real
stars on a rampage. They are
only phenomena of a relatively
nearby upper atmosphere. Don't!
worry that some night a star or
two will tumble out of the Great

Dipper. All of them are real
stars, not planets nor meteors.

Construction in Washington of
the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception, which will
be the second largest church in
the United States, will require
250,000 cubic feet of stone, 170,-
000 bags of cement and 25,000,-

000 bricks.
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Moforcycle Mishap
Jackie W. Allen, 21, of 801
North Central ave., was report-
ed in “satisfactory” condition

vesterday afternoon, following

a motorcycle accident on Consol-
idated Freightways property, ac-
cording to hospital attendants
and city police.

Allen, who is in the U.S. Navy
and returned home on leave Fri-
day, was apparently practicing
riding a motorcycle when he
struck a low concrete retaining
wall in the truck yard, police
said.

Injures Navy Man

Officers said they believed Al-
len suffered a fractured should-
er and possible head injury, al-r
though complete information
wasn’'t available until x-rays
could be analyzed.

The youth was taken to Com-
munity hospital by Medford Am-
bulance service.

Almost 90 per cent of the pre-
scriptions written by doctors to-
day could not have been filled
as recently as 20 years ago be-
cause the drugs they called for
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did not exist then.

END DISHWASHING DRUDGERY
FOR ONLY A FEW CENTS A DAY’

"WONDERFUL NEW G.E
Automatic DISHWASHER

FULL SIZE CAPACITY —NO INSTALLATION

COST WHATSOEVER—SNAPS ON AND
OFF YOUR FAUCET .IN A WINK!

GE MOBILE MAID GIVES YOU
ALL THESE ADVANTAGES

Completely mobile . . . ball bearing, roll-around
casters. Stores anywhere . . . take it with you

when

you move!

Fully automatic — washes and rinses your dishes
twice! No pre-hand-rinsing necessary with “Mo-
bile-Maid"!

Full-size capacity . . . holds complete service for
a family of eight . . . including silver and glasses!
Easy loading saves time!

Saves more than an hour a day of dreary dish-
washing drudgery! Keeps kitchen free of dirty
dishes all day long!

NEW LOW PRICE!

*229°

In conjunction with the factory’s Introductory
program this area has been selected as a test
market to determine the advisability of selling
General Electric Dishwashers at this lower retail
price. For a LIMITED TIME ONLY the retail price
has been reduced from $279.95 to $229.95.

NOTHING DOWN

BECAUSE

ON APPROVED CREDIT —AS LITTLE AS

*11°> A Month
or *22”° Down
*10* A Month

For a FEW CENTS A DAY you can have the evening off to enjoy the
family, TV, reading — NO MORE tedious, tiring, time-taking and messy

dish-washingl

GENERAL @D ELECTRID
“’Mobile Maid"”

Guaranteed
To Wash Dishes

EASIER

FASTER
CLEANER

Than By Hand

or Your Money Back!

Enter This New

CONTEST

WIN A
MOBILE

MAID
DISHWASHER

To qualify you must own a G.E. “Mobile
Maid,” or buy one or take one home on

FREE
RIAL

PLAN

Write in 50 WORDS OR LESS WHY YOU
LIKE THE “MOBILE MAID"” DISH-
WASHER.
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3 Judges decision will be final.

If you win a “MOBILE MAID” and al-
ready have one you can use the full
price — $229.95 — toward the purchase
of any appliance or television in our
store.

All entries must be mailed and post-
marked on or before midnight TUES-
DAY, MARCH 15th. No entries will be
opened until final judging takes place.

All entries become the property of Home
Appliance Company.
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Contest Ends March 15

One winner only,

AUTHORIZED DEALER GENERAL
ELECTRIC APPLIANCES
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115 EAST MAIR

BARGAIN STORE
303 SOUTH FRONT
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