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Communists in France Losing Popularity

But Party Still Has Large Vote Following

(Bditor’s Note: Premier Pierre
Mendes-France recently returned from
the United States where he assured
Americans that France is a staunch
ally. On the other hand, the Roman
Catholic bishop of Liverpool has

“charged that France is so full of Com-

munists that she never will fight. A
Communist spy scandal has been top
news for several months in French
newspapers. This is a report on Com-
munism In France).

By EDWARD SHIELDS
United Press Correspondent

Paris — (UP) — There isn’t
much pie in the sky for free
Europe’s second largest Commu-
nist Party these days.

Fewer people read its news-
papers. Fewer Frenchmen be-
long to it. Members of the Na-
tional Society of Mayors has re-
fused to have anything to do with
their Red colleagues. Workers
and youth are looking more
hopefully to Premier Mendes-
France for leadership.

However, the Communists still
have the largest voting following
in the nation, the second largest
number of deputies in the French
National Assembly and remain a
power among the people.
Parisians Losing Interest

Parisians have been losing in-
terest in the party; most of the
farmers lost interest long ago. In
the middle-size towns in indus-
trial areas, the Communisis still
have lots of punches to toss, but
they haven't been able to land
any on the jutting jaw of Men-
des-France. Moreover, he has
some punches of his own.

When he took over the pre-
miership, he told the Assembly
he did not want the Red votes.

He told his western allies, in

his United Nations speech, that|
he -would never swallow the
Communist bait of bi-lateral
talks between France and the
Kremlin, without Britain or the
United States.

He has pushed ahead with his
anti-alcoholism decrees although
the Communists have tried to
grab political kudos by linking
up with fhe farmers who saw
their traditional right to make
their own beverages threatened.
Realistic View

Observers here say that Men-
des-France’s willingness to trade
punches with an admittedly
tough adversary is a more realis-
tic view of France today than
the widely-quoted words of Brit-
ain’s Roman Catholic Bishop
Heenan of Liverpool.

The bishop said France never
would fight for western Europe’s
freedom because the nation was
riddled with Reds.

Mendes-France stated recent-
ly, and convinced a lot of west-
ern observers, that Frenchmen
who vote to the far left are “dis-
couraged people” voicing a “pro-
test” rather than down-the-line
followers of the Kremlin creed.

The answer, the dynamic pre-
mier explained, is to cut the
ground from under the Commu-
nists, to remove the things
Frenchmen are protesting
against.

“If such reforms and such pol-
icy are not carried out, and if
these people remain despairing
and discouraged, then the Com-
munist danger will increase,” he
warned.

The Communists, with their 99
votes in the Assembly, are still
playing it from strength

They polled 4,500,000 votes in
the last general election in 1951.
One out of every four Frenchmen
marked his ballot for 'the Com-
munist candidate or one of the
Progressistes, who won four
seats and consistently vote with
the Reds.

Votes Help Collapse

This block of 100 votes in the
627-seat Chamber — later re-
duced to 99 by death—frightened
more than one of the fast-re
volving French premiers in the
past three years and helped col-
lapse several governments.

Mendes-France looked coldly to
the far left when he came up for
investiture and told the Assem-
bly he wanted a majority with-
out the Communist members.

He got it. One hundred fifty-
four deputies opposed him, 47

abstained and 320 voted for him |

plus the 99 Reds.

The Communists also wvoted
for his Indo-China settlement,
and for his Tunisian policy of
more
turned against him on the bud-
get, and on the western Euro-
pean Union agreements.

Mendes-France made no effort
to win them over; predicted, in
fact, that their vote might fall if
a general election were held now.
Even the Communists figured his
forecast probably was right.
Inflation Levels Off

The 10 years sinee the libera-
tion have seen a deterioration of
the comradeship of the resist-

self-government. They/

ance forces, which was a main-
spring of Red strength. The years
also have brought a levelling-
off in the wildly zooming post-
war inflation, an increase in
home-building, a gradual revival
of liking for Americans, and the
end of the running sore of the
Indo-China war.

Communist Party membership
dropped from its 800,000 peak
of 1946 to 400,000 in 1951, and is
estimated at 250,000 today. The
party dropped 1,000,000 votes
between the 1946 and 1951 gen-
era] elections.

Even the Communist newspa-
per, ‘L’'Humanite,” let down its
hair for a public shampoo recent-
ly. Once 500,000 copies of it were
sold daily. Now,' the paper ad-
mitted, it is distributing only
121,000 copies. In the past year,
there were 10,000 fewer copies
sold daily in Paris than the year
before.

And Mendes-France isn’t giv-
ing the paper any of the sort of
material that might help its cir-
culation rise.

Babson’s Forecast
To Appear on Friday

Roger W. Babson’s business
and financial forecast for 1955
will appear on page one of The
Mail Tribune’s Friday issue.
Babsop, whose weekly column
in The Mail Tribune and some
300 other newspapers across the
nation, has an average of 86 per
cent accuracy in his forecasts
for the past 16 years.

Comic Czar Says
Most Objectionable
Materia! Removed

Ne_w York — Comic book
“czar” Charles F. Murphy re-

removed at least 70 per cent of
objectionable material from the
60,000,000 comic books distrib-
uted monthly.

Reporting on the first two
months of his work since the
Comic Magazine Association of
America adopted a code to tone
down sex, crime and horror in
its products, Murphy said he is
hopeful of cleaning up the re-
maining 30 per cent soon.

Murphy, code administrator
for the association and a former
New York City magistrate, said
he and his staff have blue-pencil-
ed 5656 proposed drawings for
comic books and rejected 126
proposed stories.

More than one-fourth of the
art changes involved putting
more clothes on feminine figures
and flattening their curves.

The association code, adopted
Oct. 27, outlaws horror, terror,
violence and crime instruction
books.

It also is designed to bar ob-
jectionable advertising, and
Murphy reported he had halted
the publication of at least five
advertisements, including some
offering whips and switch-blade
knives.

Salem— (UR—Gov. Paul L.
Patterson has reappointed Dr, E.
W, Carter of Roseburg and Dr.
E. P. Delaney of Salem as mem-
bers of the state chiropodists’
examining board.

THEY LOOKED AT NEW CAR “A”
THEY LOOKED AT NEW CAR “B”

“Plymouth’s new styling plus
Chrysler Corporation’s superior
engineering make the 1955 Plym-
outh a wise investment.” Edward
Dane, Chestnut Hill, Mass.

“When I looked at “all 3’ I knew
it was Plymouth for me! There’s
so much more beauty outside and

more luxury inside.”
Flowers, Memphis, Tenn.

Frank C. me, that’s the

\

“The sleek new styling of the 1955
Plymouth makes it look like a
dream on wheels.

George Toye, New Orleans, La.

clutch drive {
And, believe
way it rides!”

“You can’t beat PowerFlite no-

or smoothness and

speed. Like the new 1955 Plym-
outh, it’s the tops!
Universal Ci ity, Calif.

” Louise Irving,

THEY BOUGHT THE ALL-NEW

PLYMOUTH 55

Biggest ear ... highest standard V-8 horsepower of the low-price 3! New 167-hp Hy-Fire V-8, also 157 hp (177 hp with PowerPak*),
and new 6-cylinder PowerFlow :_117 engines. All new power features: PowerFlite* fully automatic transmission, Full-Time Power Steering®,

Power Brakes*, Power Seats® and Power Windows®.

s e

*Optional at low extra cast
Tubeless tires standard equipment

Here's a great new car for the YOUNG IN HEART! This year of all years,

look ai all 3—and you'll join the sv;'ing to Plymouth!

The BIG swing is to Plymouth COME IN TODAY! SEE IT, DRIVE ITI

YouUr
Plymouth

dealer

headquarters for value

Hamlin Motor Co.

121 North Bartlett St.
" Phone 2-6286

Dick Knight Co.

33 South Riverside
Phone 2-5203

Leever

315

Phone 3-3687 - f

Motors, Inc.

East Sth St.

ported today that his office has|”

Washington —{(UP)— The Na-
tional Geographic Society today
hailed as two outstanding ex-
ploration feats of 1954 record
descents into the ocean and into
the bowels of the earth by four
Frenchmen.

The society pralsed the
achxevements of two French na-
val officers who descended 13.-
287 feet into the sea off the coast
of Dakar and two French cave
explorers who delved - to 2485 feet
in the Berger Cave near Gre-
noble.

The society’s year-end survey
also noted that mountain climb-
ers were busy in the opposite di-
rection, spurred by the conquest
of Mr. Everest. It cited the as-
cent of 28,250-foot K-2 July 31
by a gorup of Italian moun-
taineers.

Other outstanding exploration
achievements included:

The discovery that the planet
Mars has simple vegetation by
an astronomical expedition
which went to South Africa and
returned with 20,000 photo-

Descents Hailed as Year's Quistanding Exploration Feats

graphs of the planet.

The historie August journey
of two U.S. icebreakers in the
Arctic which pierced for the
first time the formidable Mec-
Clure Strait connecting the Arc-
tic Ocean and Viscount Melville
Sound.

The discovery by a young
Egyptologist of what apparently
is the funerary solar ship of
Pharach Khufu in an under-
ground chamber near the Great

Pyramid at El Giza.
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The GOLDEN VUE “21” Model 511

21-inch table model with side
controls. Has Aluminized Picture
Tube and PHOTOPOWER Chassis.
Grained Walnut and grained Ma-
hogany finish. (Legs extra.)

$17.95 2o

PAYMENT
$8.01 Per Month

BETTER FEATURES
*

For Top Reception.

famous...

*

* %

formance or quality!

FOR THE

IN TOWN

EASIEST
...COME

HAS BEEN TESTED FOR TOP RECEPTION OF

KBES-TV--CHANNEL 5

Watch the Orange Bowl and

Rose Bowl Football Games on
NEW YEAR’'S DAY

ONLY

SYLVANIA TV

HAS THE

PHOTOPOWER

AND SUPER PHOTOPOWER
CHASSIS

SYLVANIA GIVES YOU MORE AND

FOR YOUR MONEY!

. .THE PHOTOPOWER CHASSIS!
Where distance or interference affects TV reception,
you need the superior power for which Sylvania is
See for yourself!

For Top Eye Comfort . . . FAMOUS HALOLIGHT!
It's the sensational frame of light for greater view-
ing comfort. Your eyes will tell you why you need
SYLVANIA TV with HALOLIGHT!

For the Brightest Pictures...THE SILVER SCREEN 85
ALUMINIZED PICTURE TUBE! You've never seen
brighter pictures with more perfect contrast.

For Greatest Valve...SYLVANIA QUALITY! Dollar
for dollar, you can't match Sylvania TV value, per-

HatoLranst sed PROTOPOWER are Sytvenis Trademerts

TERMS
IN NOW!

The LOMBARD Model 576

21-inch Console with HALOLIGHT,
Aluminired Picture Tube, Super
PuHOTOPOWER Chassis and Duasl
Speskers. In Genuine Mahogany
Veneer. Blonde Korina, slightly
higher. :

$38.95 DOWN

$17.26 Per Month

Prices as low as $179.95

City Appliance, Inc.

127 N. Central — Across From Penney’s — Phone 3-5743

SEE ..

—Sparkling New-Season Displays
in Medford’s

Stores.

California.

SAVE..

—Money When You Shop in
Medford - Shopping Center for '
Southern Oregon and Northern

Fine Shops and.

Published by The
Mail Tribune in
Cooperation with
Medford Retail
Merchants
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