Is That So?

Now that autumn’s here, it]
is the tinle to walk in the wood- |

lands and see the touch-me-nots,
wild geraniums, witch hazels
and poppies working their mar-
velous seed-dispersal machines,
really precision-built machines,
hurling heavy seeds from a few
feet up to 20 feet and thus
creeping forward to claim the

earth inch by inch, foot by foot, |

mile by mile.

The appearance of these seed
machines give no hint of their
remarkable potentials — like so
much in plant life, they are
disarmingly simple looking.
Yet, these machines, can be seen,
heard and even smartly felt.

For example, have you ever
touched the ripe seed pod of a
touch-me-not? It explodes
your touch, its seeds popping
off so suddenly that your eye
cannot possibly follow them.

What happens? The pod has
five perfectly-fitting segments
sealed along the edges with light
waterproofing shellac. Each of
these segments contains within
itself a spring which gets wound
up tightly as the pod grows —
a mysterious act when you stop
to think of it. By the day the
pressure grows stronger and
stronger. Then, when the pre-
cise moment arrives, when the
seeds are fully ripe, the five-
sided pod lets go, all over and
at once — the coiling segmenis
fire their rocket-like salvo and
the five seeds bearing five mic-
roscopic werfect little plants are
hurtled out 10 feet or more . .
ready to carry on and on the

. history of the touch-me-not!

Somewhat differently —there

- is infinite wvariety among all

sced hurlers — the wild geran-
ium’s seed case is constructed of
five straps with a seed cup at
each base. On a day when it is
not raining, the touch of the

* warm dry sunlight shrinks some

of the cells, setting up pressures
—itremendous pressures compar-
atively speaking.
Heleased at Forceful Point
Agsin the trigger is pulled,
the steel spring-like straps fly
up, violently coiling, and the
seeds are released just at the
most forceful point—tossed out
with exactly the same sort of

- force as a baseball player might
- use in throwing a high ball to
* the outfield. To work best, the
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‘Democrats Hope To |
Pick Up Republican
Seats in Four States

states as Ohio, Delaware, Mon-
tana, Illinois, Iowa and Colo-
rado.

The present Senate lineup is
49 Republicans, 46 Democrats
and one Independent.

37 Senate Seats Open

’I’hlrt)-seven Senate seats are
'at stake in 34 states. Fifteen of
these are now held by Republi-

convenes ! cans and 22 by Democrats. There
|are 58 Senators—33 Republi-
| cans, 24 Democrats and one inde-

pendent—whose terms do not ex-
pire this year.

The GOP won the 38th zeat
at stake this year when Maine
re-elected Sen. Margaret Chase
Smith Sept. 3.

Many of the seats to be filled
Tuesday are in fairly safe south-
ern Democratic or northern Re-
publican states. The real battle
for control of the Senate has
been wage in 17 states for seats
now held by nine Republicans
and eight Democrats.

The nine Republican Senators
represent California, Idaho, Ken-
tucky, Massachusetts, Michigan,
Nevada, New Jersey, Oregon and
Wyoming. The Democrgatic seats
in Colorado, Delaware, Illinois,
Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, New
Mexico and Ohio.

Democrats Eye Four Seais

In the 17 crucial races, the
Democrats have eyed Kentucky,
New Jersey, Wyoming and Ne-
vada as the states where they
have the best chance of winning
seats now held by Republicans.

In Kentucky, former Vice-
President and ex-Sen. Alben W.
Barkley is trying to unseat GOP
Sen, John Sherman Cooper. In
Wyoming, former Democratic
Sen. Joseph C. O’Mahoney is
making a comeback try after his
defeat in 1952.

Nixon Would Cast Vote

A net loss of one seat Tuesday
would enable the GOP to keep
the Senate under Republican
Jeadership. If the Senate were
divided 48 Republicans, 47 Dem-
ocrats and one Independent,
Vice-President Richard M. Nix-
on would cast the deciding vote
to enable the GOP to organize
the Senate,

The Democrats need to gain
two seats to gain control of the
Senate committees and other
legislative machinery. If they
hold 48 seats after the election,
the additional vote needed for a
Democratic majority has been
promised by the Independent,
Sen. Wayne L. Morse (Ore.).

Snow and Freezing
Temperatures Hit
Midwest and South

By UNITED PRESS

A wintry blast of Arctja air
brought freezing temperatures as
far south as Birmingham, Ala.,
today and snow {fell in many
areas around the Great Lakes.

Forecasters predicted that the
weather for election day to-
morrow will be:

Great Lakes and Northern
Plains; Cloudy and cool with
some snow flurries around the
lakes.

South and Southwest: General-
ly fair,

Fair Along Coast

Northeast and New England:
Stormy and rainy.

Rockies and Pacific Coast:
Generally fair and rather mild.

A new surge of cold air swept
ithe plains today, reinforcing a
fold mass that hit before the
week end.

The new front was preceded

a band of light snow which
was expected to reach a depth
of an inch or more throughout
Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin.
18 Degrees at Minot

Before dawn today, the mer-
cury sank to 18 degrees at Minot,
N. D., 32 at Birmingham, 30 at
Richmond, Va., 31 at Chicago,
30 at Milwaukee and 28 at Pitts-
burgh.

Snow piled up half a foot
deep Sunday at Erie, Pa., and
Duluth, Minn., had an accumula-
tion of three inches, There was
two inches on the ground at
Sount Bend, Ind.

Bust of McLoughlin

Slated To Be Moved

Portland — (UP) — The bust
of Dr. John McLaughlin, Oregon
pioneer, may be moved — but
only a few yards.

The State Highway Commis-
sion agreed at its meeting here
Friday to study feasibility of
moving the bust from its present
location south of Oregon City to
a location a few yards further
where a viewpoint parking area
has been established overlooking
the Willamette river falls.

Several delegations appeared
before the commission with re-
quests,
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