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Jackson County's Wireless Party’ Line Provides Public
ith Prompt Action In Any Emergency At All Hours

Simpson Family
Voice of SOCTFA

'Roxy’ Radio Net

Fires, Broken Bones
All in Day’'s Work

(Editor's note: This story of
Jackson county’s unique pri-
vately-owned radio network
was written by Arthur W. Pri-
aulx, public relations direc-
tor of the West Coast Lumber-
men’s association, for The Mail
Tribune and the Portland Ore-
gonian. It also appears today
in the Sunday Oregonian
Northwest Magasine.

By ARTHUR W. PRIAULX

#There's hell to pay on Elk
creek.” The voice was urgent
and vibrant. It came booming
out of short wave radio receivers
all over Jackson county, from
the cabs of logger's pickups,
from fire warden’'s cars, and
from land stations.

“Some dirty pyro has set a lot
of fires. You loggers near Pros-
pect. Get every man and every
piece of equipment on those
blazes, but fast. This is Roxy,
KOB-320."”

“Roxy says to get going. Come
on you guys.” Loggers poured
out of the woods near Prospect,
high in the mountainous east
end of the county. Pumper

BUSY MAN—Lewis L. “Doc" Simpson, sec-
retary manager of the Southern Oregon Conser-
vation and Tree Farm association, is the man
behind the successful ope'r'ation of

"ROX}‘."

SOCTFA’s county-wide radio network. Simpson
is pictured above relaying a telephone message,
by way of “Roxy,” to a logging operation in
the field—{Brainerd photo.)

trucks converged on the incen-
diary-made hell hole. Trucks
Jumbered to the area loaded
with bulldozers and fire fight-
ing equipment.

Roxy Takes Charge

From Medford, 75 miles away,
Roxy took charge. For 24 tire-
Jess hours, the powerful voice
of “Doe” Simpson and the guiet
but effective voice of Mrs.
“Doe” Simpson never faltered.
What Roxy ordered was done as
a dozen mobile short wave trans-
mitters around the fire kept the
nerve center informed.

By morning the 300 loggers
had the fires under control, by
night they were safely trailed,
with a loss of only 300 acres.

It was a miracle, no less, for
August 15 of last year was one
of the dirtiest possible days for
a fire to get underway in Jack-
son county, or anywhere else in
Oregon, for that matter.

Roxy sort of specializes in
-miracles, big and little. Maybe
the dispatching of loggers was
a bit irregular and unorthodox,
but about everything Roxy does’
jc off the beaten pathk, unpre-
dictable, exciting and colorful.

Roxy is one of America’s re-
markable industrial short wave
radio networks. Although only
two years old, it has already
saved more lives, helped on
more forest fires, saved more
fires from spreading by getting
instant action, and done more
scivie jobs than even its most
enthusiastic §ponsors ever
dreamed.

‘Wireless “Party Line”

It is in truth Jackson county’s
wireless party line. It is owned
equally by 23 Jackson county
lumber and logging companies,
but the general public uses the
party line network almost as
much as the owners.

Like the time when Eric Al-
len, Jr., Medford Mail-Tribune’s

"RADIOINEST” FAMILY—Pictured above
gre members of the Lewis L. Simpson family,
who are responsible for keeping Southern Ore-
gon Conservation and Tree Farm association's

“Roxv" radio network on the air 24 hours a
day. Left to right they are IJrs. Simpson, Simp-
son, Judy, Susan, and seated in front, Ferris.

—(Brainerd photo)

city editor, sensed disaster as
three Trailway buses loaded
with school children headed out
from Medford for Prineville for
a football game and dropped out
of sight, lost in the snowy wil-
derness that is Crater Lake park
in the winter months. “Doc”
Simpson was called on for help
Roxy went into action. Mobile
71 at Red Blanket Lumber com-
pany was ordered into action.
The buses were found snow-
bound, and mobile units oper-
ated by Steve Wilson, E. E. Me-
Grew, and Elk Lumber company
were ordered on the “alert,” un-
til state snowplows finally work-
ed their way to the Diamond
Lake-Crater Lake highway junc-
tion. The students were cold, but
otherwise suffered no ill ef-
fects.

The times when lives have
been saved by prompt action of
Roxy are numberless. Gib Bon-
ney, of Kogap Lumber company,
reported one night over his Mo-
bile 46 that the lone occupant
of a wrecked car on Dead In-
dian creek four miles out of Ash-
land appeared to be in bad shape
and asked for an ambulance.
Bonney stood by giving first aid
until help arrived.

Finds Bloed Deners

Another time blood donors
were needed for a seriously ill
lumber worker's wife and Roxy
made the plea with astonishing
results.

A man offered to sell five -
tires and trailer wheels to Steve
Wilson, a logger, who promptly
reported same over his Mobile
105. “Doéc” Simpson notifed
grateful ‘state police, and armed
with license number they pick-

] st S

company.—{(Brainerd photo.)
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"CALLING ROXY"—Bob Reynolds. mike in hand, iz shown
using one of Southern Oregon Conservation and Tree Farm asso-
ciation’s mobile units to get in touch with “Roxy" headquarters in
Medford. Driver of the truck is E. R. Cox, of E. R. Cox Logging | trol headquarters for the §40,000

er up the suspect and his com-
panion in less than two hours.
They had been trying for days
lo locate the men without sue-
Cess.

So dependent have the people
of Jackson county become upon
this astounding “public service”
radio network, that they use it
freely and without question. On
June 16 Mobile 36 reported a
neizhbor woman sent a nole
tha: her husband was beating
her, had knocked some teeth out
and was offering to kill her.
Roxy kindly notified the sher-
iff’'s office.

Logger Bailey had just in-
stalled Mobile 5 in his car and
his first act averted a possible
tragedy. He reported a string
of freight cars had run loose in
the Medford vards, gone through
a derail switch, and were block:
ing the Southern Pacific main-
line. *‘Doe” Simpson in Mobile
1, on his way home, drove to
the railroad station and a switch
engine promptly went into ac
tion.

Radio network Roxy is an out-

arowth of the Southern Oregon
Consdtvation and Tree Farm as-
sociation, of which Lewis L.

“Doc” Simpson, long-time forest
service and industry forester, is
secretary-manager. While spon-
sored by the tree farm group,
actual ownership rests in the
23 lumber and logging compa-
nies which own equal shares of
the industrial radio system.
Privately Owned Setup
Roxy-KOB-320 — is the main
land station and the master con-

setup which is completely pri-

vately owned and has no federal
or slate funds involved. The
transmilter is located atop Roxy
Anne, from which the unique
network takes its name. It was
organized in 1948, and applied
for a‘license in 1950.

The network has grown like
topsy. It includes 80 Motorola
units in operation in thé fiéld
in ctars, pickups and trucks, and
two portable sets at losging
camps and a réemote control at
the Simpson home. All car and
truck sets are powered from bat-
teries inftalled in the equipment.

While the network is licensed
under its operating permit to
handle 100 mobile and remote
units, “Doc” Simpson believes
the maximum efficiency will
limit field sets to probably 75
or 80. All mobile units can send
and receive and the powerful
little Roxy reaches every iso-
lated corner of settled or wilder-
ness Jackson® county and into
Josephine county.

So successful has Roxy net-
work béen in fire prevention and
in general public service work,
that a number of tree farm mem-
ber companies in Josephine
county opened up their own
radio network, a facsimile of
Roxy, on May 1 with between 20
and 30 mobile units. This will
relieve Roxy of considerable
load.

Simpson Family Story

The real story of Roxy is the
story of the Simpson family, for
Roxy ig a 24-hour a day opera-
tion and is never silent, always
ready for any emergency.

When Simpson leaves the
Southern Oregon Conservatlion
and Tree Farm offices in the
Goldy building in downtown
Medford, he switches control to
a remote set in his home. As
soon as he gets to his car his
own mobile No. 1 is cut in.

Martha Simpson, tall blonde
wife of “Doc’’. mother of four
children, is a dominant part of
this family success story. She
gives the feminine touch to
Roxy's amazing public service
work.A licensed operator since
Roxy went on the air, she han-
dles dispatching, trouble shoot-
ing, service work for member
firms, with all the speed and ef-
ficiency of an airport control
tower operator,

If Mobile 50 sends in a rush
order at midnight for a special
truck part for a piece of equip-
ment immobilized by break-
down, Martha Simpson knows
just who to contact to get im-
mediate action. A finger-tip
control telephone directory of
day and night numbers insures
results, especially when the de-
mand comes from Roxy. She may
even hold the mobile set on the
air unti] she makes her tele-
phone contact and assures im-
mediate action.

The magic of the Roxy name
is nothing short of astounding.
In an automotive parts store, or
a machinery supply depot, a call
from Roxy gets top priority.
Has Lots of Help

But, Martha Simpson has plen-
ty of help in her own radio-
minded family. Ferris, who
won't be 13 until August, has
been a licensed operator, third
class, since October, 18950. Typi-
cal boy he knows the inside and
outside of the business and is as
efficient ag dad or mom.

Not to be outdone by big
brother, nine-year-old Martha
Ruth will get her license this
summer to become one of the
youngest licensed radio opera-
tors in America. No sécret in
Jackson county, where the Simp-
son family is something of an
institution and the pride of the
logging and lumber fraternity,
is the fact that Martha Ruth has
been taking her turn on the
radio for many months when
mom gets tied up with details
of raising two other blue-eyed
daughters. and when brother
Ferris is getting in a few licks
at baseball, Even five-year-old
Susan has to be watched to keep
her from trying to operate the
sysiem

When you land in the middle
of the Simpson family after the
master station has switched con-
trol to the Simpson residenée re-
mote ststion at 801 King street,
Medford, you live, eat and
breathe radio. It's the ‘'radio-
inest” family you ever encount-
ered, part of their life, and part
of the life of all Jackson county.

When Mobile 75 called in to
say that a small child was suf-
fering from a severe appendi-
citis aitack, Martha Ruth was
right at the radio to see what
she could do and much relieved
when Dr. Fonn at Murphy, up
in Josephine county, toak charge.
Mobile 75 followed through and
rushed the little girl to the Jose-
phine General hospital at Grants
Pass. Another example of Roxy's
influence in community welfare.
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Dry Ice Used To Halt
Insects for Pictures

Ithaca, N. Y.—UUP—Scientists
have found a new use for dry|
ice.

It's being used to make insects
stand still long enough to have
their pictures taken.

After much experimentation,
the Cornell University visual
aids laboratory discovered that
dry ice “slowed down" an insect
sufficiently for close-up pictures
without killing it in the process.

That's all to the good of farm-
ers and fruit growers troubled
by insect pests.

“When they see what they are|
fighting they can do a better job|
of insect control and do it mere|
cheaply, 100, said Prof. A. A
LaPlante.

TRAFFIC TOO TOUGH
Naugatuck, Conn. —(U.Rl— Po-
lice got tired of dodging traffic.

For protection against careless
drivers, the city installed a
booth on the curb at a busy in-
tersection. Instead of standing in|
the middle of the street, the of-
ficer on duty stays in the booth
to direct traffic.

Ties Industry Together

Roxy has tied together the
sprawling lumber and logzing in-
dustry of Jackson county. Al-
most from the first day the co-
operaticn of companies has been
outstanding. Invariably, when a
fire is reported to the office, oth-
er Mobiles hear the call ana vol-
unteer rien and eouipment with-
out hesitation.

So rapid has been the action
on firesr as the result of Roxv's
fast ecommunications contact that
all fires were held to a minimum
acreage even during 1951, which
was the worst fire season ever
experienced.

Loggers and state and federal
fire fighters are working to-
gether with a teamwork that is
encouraging, for Roxy pitches

in and helps, whether a fire
breaks out on forest service, pri-
vate or state land, and dispatches
loggers to these blazes with a
speed and efficiency that makes
old timers blink their eyes in
amazement.

_ If you're in trouble in Jack-
son county, and you need help
mighty badly, the word is—"Call
Doc Simpson.” Whether it's a
brokei leg, a bad highway acci-
dent, a lost child, a forest fire or
mother-in-law trouble, chances

Patent Sought for |Heart Massaging
Saves Paf
| | |
Momic Energy ~ |33ves Paiens
Chicago—{UPF\—Prompt heart

= = massage saves six of every seven

USe In WEldln patients in cases of sudden heart
I:-'lupppte in the operating room,

Cleveland, O. -EU.Rl—George|ac§rd;m 1:(? ‘spoc]:a_li;l.f
W e X r. Frank Cole, chief of anes-

U.o.dlmg graduate ?s?g‘mec’r. |thesiology at the Lincoln, Neb.,
lawyer, author and politician is |Veterans hospital, outlined the
seeking a patent covering a pro- |technique in an article in the
cess whereby atomic energy is to |Journal of the American Medical
be used in welding. | Association.

Woodling, who holds an engi-| “Cardise msssage is a life-sav-
neering degree from Purdue and |ing maneuver,” he said, “It can
finished law here &t \\'eslernzbe performed by any surgeon:
Reserve, explained that “l want |it can be started in one minute
to see this new form of energy land it requires no apparatus
used for the good 9[ humanity, iicreign to the operating room.”
rather than for killing."” He =ald sudden hesrt stoppage

Besides being a partner in 31OCCLII'S most commonly during
law patent office, Woodling |8nesthesia and surgery and can
holds 60 other patents, has writ- ‘]"3[.*[1‘-11 to anvone. Cole reported

[ten a textbook on the subject for |on 322 cases of cardiac arrest,

engineers and has sought politi- [in all of which artificial circula-

cal office. [tion was instituted by massaging
Prefers Direct Use |the heart.

His: Jatest ides. he balieves, “is In ‘1th most recent cases re-
llho first to make direct use of (ported, in which massage was

: R begun within five minutes afier
atomic energy. So far, scientists = =
B [the heart stopped beating, 40 of

l}pve talked only of using it in—,” atitts purvtved
directly. They use the heat gen- | ,‘?‘ e “i(d'.. Cole r6
Sra Y e | b = o "
erated by nuclear reaction fo”mnrkr‘.ri, “that almost invarishly

instance, to generate steam and | s A :
then power.” [a patient who survives cardiac

. |arrest recovers completely.”
Woodling believes the intense| To massace the heart the sur-
heat generaled by atomic energy |geon must open the chest eavity
has been the chief obstacle to |and manipulate it with his hand,
developing the mnew power | —_—
source. | After laundering, pull vertical
The patent Woodling sceks | tucks taut and iron them, length-
would make use of the heat di- | wise. For horizontal tucks, start
rectly for welding and for melt- | with the top one and work down
ing metal into ingots or making |towards the bottom.
it ready for cesting.

Has Many Uses

Woodling has submiited draw- |
ings of proposed application of |
atomic energy which generated
for welding studs to heavy steel
plates in shipbuilding, for ex-
ample,

Another phase of the patent
covers a cupola, or crucible, for \

melting iron or sterl to make
casiings or ingots.

Admitting the whole business
is complicated, Woodling insists
that “it's use as a new source of
power is coming in our life time

. we'd better begin to learn
everything we can about atomic
energy.”
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are gooa that Roxy can help.

® Current
Dividend
Rate

3%

PER ANNUM

® Investment plan for
various amounts

invested in
First Mort-
principally

® Funds
Local
gages,
homes.

Investments made
by the 10th of
the month Earn
Dividends as of
the first.

" (INSURED %

27 North Holly

FORTY-NINTH SEMI-ANNUAL STATEMENT

MEDFORD, OREGON @ JUNE 30, 1952
Statement of Condition .

ASSETS

First Mortgage Leans ... sesammessnsey T 09,1760

Properties Sold on Contract ... 416.05
Investments and Securities ... e 166,548.01
Cash on Hand and in Banks ....c.ccvvivmivsicsceme  187,274.96

Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment, Lezs
Depreciation .....ccocoeeicimsmisommisnemiiasiones 3,255.26
TOTAL ASSETS .ovoverevcrneeeicereoeenn 32,066,665.88

LIABILITIES
Members’ Share Accounts ......coovimssmrmrmmnneess $1,850,437.32

Undistributed Dividends ..o 24,401.40
Loans in Process ...ceccviesanicmsisssmnossns 91,523.75
Other Liabilities ... 669.45
Specific ReIOTVES ..ot 5,654.50
General Reserves and Undivided Profits .. ....... 93,979.46

TOTAL LIABILITIES ....................$2,066,665.88

\ HOW,
FIRST FEDERAL 4%
/ Savings & Loan Assn. of Medford 2’!:'!5!‘:

R. F. Kyle, Secretary




