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Second Section

More

Historical
Data on City of
Rogue River Told

Elizabeth Shefiield
Mall Tribune BSpecial Correspondent
Rogue River, Jan, 21 — Former residents of the old town of
Woodville (now Rogue River) have been sending In stories of the
early days when they lived beside the river, in or near the old
town, and their many reminiscenses are weaving themselves into
a history of the community.
From Martin A. Steckel comes a copy of his father's diary,
taithfully kept from July 30, 1882 to July 28, 1883.
Samuel Josiah Steckel for)

many years owned the old sash| 1. at the Store, paid J, Breed-
sawmill on West Evans creck. IU,0 05 Waited for the stage from
was built by Davis Evans in |0 S0 it brought this diary,
1852, and the single up-and-down | xiney Jane Rush and James
saw, powered by the old mill| g0 \were married by Jacob
wheel turning in the race at thef g, §p- (no kin of Davis
|end of the plank and earth dam. | foune B s, J, Whipple paid
cut the lumber to build the| . < for lumber."
houses on the surrounding ranch: | “pye ymper left the mill in an
es. In 1872 it cut the lumber (7] 14 gashioned wagon with a nar-
the John Woods house and the| . pouiade bed, drawn by
Jones and Otten store, and for|y ..o siong the dusty road
other homes in the little settle-| i foy winds down the west side
ment rapidly growing around the | o ey ook, AL Miller's
old Woods house, and called | ynep which was the old Whip:
Woodville, ~Iple home, fire destroyed the old
Sam Steckel left Kansas Cily | house pnd all ils boards, years
in 1853, with & drove of ROV-|ago.

we don't want John

BOARDS CUT FROM FIRST MILL—The old McHugh and
Herd house in Rogue River, pictured above, is one of the carliest
frame houses in the community, which was originally known as
Woodville. Boards for the residence are bhelleved to hive been cut
by the Steckel sawmill, deseribed in the diary of Samuel Josiah
Steckel which is mentioned in the accompanying article by Eliza-
beth Sheffield, Rogue River —iPhoto by June Dement).

upstairs . , . The gable end was | by six inches, a black card heny-
boarded up above the logs, and|ily edged and decorated in gill,
the top log was our shelf . ., .| its lower portion boaring a poem

Medford Airmen Now

Two Medford alrmen have re-
Borted to the Lackland air force
nse near San Antonlo, Tex, the
| nie force public information of-
fice reported Saturday.

The two men are Pyl James

Ibs, flour. Rill and I went up the
dam got a Norcross log down in
the race 1 run the saw the rest
of the day. Mr. Gore, the Singer
sewing machine man, (father of
E. E, Gore, of Medford—Ed.),|
called to sell n machine, ‘

“Friday, October 8, cloudy,
rain, showers all day, thunder.|
John Wood hauled 400 . of|
lumber for Spear, he pald me $3
for it,

"Saturday, Oclober 38, 1882,
foggy and cloudy all doy. Finish.
ed Witt's lumber, Sam Rush gol
2583 ft. lumber, Jake Evans
brought 400 Ibs. potatoes, got 400
It lumber, squared accounts on
the potatoes, P M. Went to
Woodville, settled up, left an
order of $4.76 on the County (for
lumber to repale Evans creck
bridge.) Went in debt $1.50, De-
Hivered some grape seed to Whip-
ple, sent by Evans. Stacy got 220

ft. lumber Paid $2.50 on 1t, due
=0 als.

“Thursday, November 23,
Foggy all day. Run the mill,

Young Whiteman (Al come to

At Texas Air Base

E. Messer, 20, son of Mre. D,
Messer, 422 Laurel street, and
Pvt. Charles Howard Hackett,
18, son of Mr. and Mrs. John E.
Hackelt, 624 Chestnut street.

The two men will underga 13°
weekn of basic training to pre.
oare them for assignment in
specialized work. The course in-
cludes an evaluation of indivi-
duals’ aplitudes.

Final Services Held
For Ashland Resideni

Ashland, Jan. 21 — Christian
Science funeral services for
Charles Joseph Worth, 683, who
died at his Breeze Hill ranch
home on Nell Creek road Thurs-
day, were held at 1:30 p.m, Sat-
urday, from the Litwiller fun-
erinl home here. Pinal rites wern
Aeld at the Siskiyou Memorial
crematorium in Medford.,

Worth, a well known resident
of the arca, moved here from San
Franeisco, where he was opern-
tor of the Charles J, orth
Trucking company.

In September, 1945, Mr. Worth
married the former Frances
Howard, Ashland, at Lake Tahoe,
Cal., and the couple moved here

the mill, said he bought the Ed-
| sll raneh for $600. Burkhart got
hig hig plank for & work bench,
53 ft. Paid me 50 cts. on it, owes
25 cols. more.”

Thanks, Martin Steckel, for

There's nothing left of the old
log house, just the little [ruit
room in back. They tore it down
and bullt & frame house, the one
that's there now. Thal lumber
must be from Steckel's mill, And

on i partially rolled seroll, while
the center and main portion of |
the cord carvies the messnge, |
“Patrick Joames Mellugh, D
April 5th, 1898, Aged 50 years,

the loan of the diary of the good
ald days.

aftor two yveurs, He was a native
of San Francisco, and in addi-
tion ta his widow, he Is survived
by three children, Alan and Wil-
linm, and Mrs. Poeter Gusman,
all San Francisco, and a sister,
i?}r]s. D. D. Day, Redwood City,
zal,

CAMP WHITE MEMBERS AID DIMES MARCH—Moembers of
the Camp White veterans administration domicilliry center have
gotten In step with the March of Dimes in a big way, reports from
the center indicated last week. Pictured sbove is Norman Felder,
chairman of the center’'s Dimes commitiee, at the solicitation desk
sl the center. At left is a “thermometer” showing how contribu-
tions match up against the goal of §100. Felder is particularly in-
terested in the campaign against polio, he says, because he has to

use crutches himself, and knows

whal suffering Is like.

—(Memory Lane studios photo).

Center Members’
March Of Dimes
Cooperation Told

By J. F. Sweeney
Tribune Speclal Correspondent

Camp White, Jan, 21—A dem-
onstration of man's humanity to
mankind has been the center ol
attraction at this domiciliary

cenler for the past few days.

The membership drive in the
March of Dimies program has
aroused the enthusiastic support
measured in dimes and dollars,
of the 515 members who popu-
late the home.

The member wlho enginecred
the preliminaries and concelved
the thought of using props to
stimulate added interest, is one
who has known suffering. He is
chairman of the committee, Nor-
man Felder. He was ably assisl-

ed By the Dominews editor,
Franklin Girard.
“1 think it's a diarn good

thing,” said John F. Kennedy
member, when asked why he
coniributed to the fund. Others
were more verbose, Sald Mem-
ber Dillard Mallory:

"1 think It a wonderful thing
for everyone to have an opportu-
nity to contribute. I have a
nephew who had infantlle par-
alveis last summer. T don't know
what would have happened 1o
hiin had 4t not been for this
fund."”

"1, ton, have nore than a cas-
ual interest in this drive,” sald

Arthur Powers, "I have a Hitle | d

girl in Si. Joreph's hospital in
Bellibgham, Wash."

These remarks exemplify the
attitude of the majorily of the
membership,

Fallowing the last mess the
thermomeler showed a econtri-
bution nf %82, S18 shor! of the
goal of S100

Willamette R. Flood
Control Dams Worked

Portland, Ore., Jan, 21—UR
The Portland distriet of
|engineers announced today they
are now operating the three com-
pleted fload control dams in the
Willamette river hasin projeet
to offset the heavy runoff caused
by rains and melting snow In the

corps

vallty,
The army engineers sald that
until now they have held the

three dams at minimum pool but
today started storing water

The three dams are the Fern
Ridge dam on the Long Tom
river, Cottage Grove dam on the
coast fork of the Willamette riv-
er and Dorenn dam on the Tow
river,

The army engincers said they
do not consider the situation se-
rious as wvel. However, waler
|nround Harrisburg and Jeffer-
son—Ilow spots in the valley—is
expected to continue to rise.

High Winds Forecast
For Northwest Coast

Portland, Ore., Jan. 21—Up
High winds are moving up along
the northwest const. the weather
bureau warned today.

Southepst storm
were continued from Tatoosh
islund, Wash,, to Astorin, QOre,,
and changed to gouthwest <outh
of Astoria to Cape Blanco, Ore.

Small craft warings were
continued through the Strail of
‘.lunn De Fuea until 7 a. m. Sun-
Y

Southerly winds of 20 tp 45
miles an hour were forecast off
the coast, Inereasing to 40 to 45

warnings

miles an hour this afternoon
and decreaging tonight, Easterly
winds were forecast for the

Strait of Junn De Fuca, increas-
|ing to 20 to 30 miles an hour
this alternoon,
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ernment horses, for Salt Lake, And
hig son Martin reluted, He stay-
od there a short time, later drive
ing cattle to, San Bernardino,
frpm where he walked north to
the gold flelds, and on to Ore
gon, where he worked for Jim
Birdseye on Kane creek, Before
he arrived, his wife's family had
come lo Oregon by the grueling
northern route.
Settled in 1859

Lydia Wallage Steckel's par-
ents settled in southern Orcgon |
in 1859, on Jump Off Joe creek.
Lydia worked at the stage sta-
||ion at Rock Point, for Mr. and
Mrs, L. J. White, before her mar-
| ringe to Sam Steckel at Roseburg
on Nov. 13, 1887. For 20 years
| they resided in Jackson county,
where nine of their 11 children
were born. Steckel obtained the
sawmill several years prior to
the writing of the diary, and its
pages are llberally sprinkled
with the names of the older chil-
dren, who elaim the old.mill at
the mouth of Flelder creck as
their birthplace, |
| The diiry says: “Sunday, Aug-
fust 27, 1882, Wife and 1 visit|
| Robinsons, Susie, Cyrus and
Pushel were with us. Rill (Sar-|
{lda), Vienna, Nora and Willie|
wer{ to Magerles." And on Oct-
ober 7, little Delln was cross be- |
cause she was cutting teeth.
Help at Mill

When the diary was kept .in
1862-83, the two older girls were
large enough to help, They were |
peeling logs and banking them,
and learning te run the mill,
“Tupsday, Sceptember 19, 18821
Clear. light frost, foggy until 10|
o'clock. Run the mill awhile then
made open links and Rill and
| Vie run the mill for the first
time untll 4 o'clock. Old Tom
come here and brought a few
apples”

A few vears ago a privale eol-|
lector of antiques was 50 im-l
pressed with the diary that hr‘l
stopped in Rogue River and
tried to find a picce of the old |
| mill, or even just a board. But|
all traces of the mill are gone, |
cleared away when the old]
carthen dam washed out and was|
teplaced by a conercle one, ’['hl'i
Old Mill irrigation ditch replac
eg the millrace, and carries away |
the water that once turned ll.ru!
huge wooden millwheel, Only a|
memory remains of the mill

fI:l-wrng logs,"
But with the dlury's help, we |

Woods hog pen [loor, either, He
bought otner lumber, and the
diary records several purchases
made by him, The lumber used
to build his firsl house is now
the lining of the upsiairs rovms
of Waller's Old Inn, You can
slay at the Inn, sleep safe with-
in the walls that sheltered the
ploneets in stage conch days.|
The building has been remodel-|
ed and the walls are bright wnh‘
a modern finish, but the old|
boards are inside the walls, ex-|
cepl one saved for exhibit,

But let's follow William Har- |
per's lumber as it comes down|
the west Evans creck road in
the wagon. It crosses the Evans
creek bridge beside the big live
oak, passes through Woodville
and on across Wards creek up to
the foot of Harper hill, where the
old Harper house still stands,
Harper bought 120 acres from |
George W, Robertson in 1874,
Robertson's  government land
patent was dated 1872,

Willlam and Sarah
came in 1874,

Build Home

“They set out an_orchurd and
built a two-story log house' ac-
cording to John Breeding, who
continued, "My grandfather was
the J. Breeding referred to in
Steckel’s diary, He and my fath-|
or passed through the valley on|
their way to Red Blufl in 1852,
They returned and settled on
Ward creek In 1862, and built
the log cabin that is now part of
the Tioelker home. 1 was born
In H, and when I was a kid 1
witlked along the old immigrant |
road that circled north of this|
site now occupied by the town,

Before the stages came, Breed-
ing added, and before the Evans
creek bridge was bullt in 1868,
the road circled around, keeping
to the foothills on higher, drier
ground, and it crossed Evans
vreck sl the gravel bar where
the banks are low, about where
the rock trusher is now.

Breeding also told of the log
houses built by the first settlers
—tho Harpers, Carters, Taylors,
antd others. Since no man can
build a log house alone, they
held log rollings and house rais-
ings, and helped each other,
Hewed Logs

nGrandpa was an expert at
Breeding sald, “1
belleve he hewed the logs for

Harper |

might find some boards cul by |most of those first houses, I used

the mill. Here's the first page
“Sunday, July 30, 1882, Clear
and pleasant. Went to the Store
Wm. Harper pald me $15. Sel-

to vislt at the Harpers a lol, Bl
Haymand, thelr grandson, and I
were kids together, and when 1
spent the night with him we slept

&
oz ’;%3*)
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Were DO BABIES
COME FROM?

THE ARBOVE MAT thows the number of bahbies
born in each State during 1942, according to
Modern Medicine Magazine; table shows relativa
“productivity” in each State,

history of the U. S, during that yesr, 97.9% of
barthy, 3247 were attended by a Physician. This
of civilian Doctors

Increasred prenatal care, sttendance at birth,
and supervition the first few years by the Dactor,

is definitely and constantly saving lives and im.

proving the health of mother and child,

I8 N, Central, Ph.

there's the old Herd and Mekugh | Bible, and surmounting this, Is &
house," |dove dn graceful flght with the |

This housge is down the .=.m-l-!_|w- e, VL laving remembrance,”
enst aeross Main street, 1t s snid| 1 knew  Anple  McHugh, |
that Mre. MeHugh planted the|well”, relates Mrs, W, L. Brad:

boxed in by the outlines of I1|l.-|

huge surrounding trees when

the house was bulll,

Steckel's mill 'must have saw-
ed the lumber for the Herd and
MeHugh house, according to the
early residents of Woodville,

“That was the only sawmill
here at the time,"” according to
Jim Whipple, “You can Identify
lumber from it by the straight
marks the saw teeth mode across
the boards, and if the saw
slow, a5 no doubt it did when
the water was low, the bourds
were not rough,'” he added.
Land Sold

“"Grandpa" Harper sold a par-
ecel of his land to Joe Solomon
in 1876, and Solomon sold it lo
the elder Herds, ¥, W, and An.
nie, in September 1881, Palrick
MeHugh bullt the house, The eld-
er Herds came from the east,
and evidently returned to their
former home, as they are nol
well remembered by the towns
people,

The house is usually roferred
to as “Aunt Nan's," Nancy Herd,
A spinster, nnd Patrick MeHugh's
wife were sisters, nnd they liv-
ed in the house with young An-
nie MeHugh, Patrick hnd a mine
and was seldom there, though
we read in Steckel's dinry thil
he bought edging and slabs for
thelr firewood.

Patrick McHugh died In 1808
His memory card was left in the
old house when the family mowv-
ed away, It measures about four

1oy, “She gpelled thelr nnmoe like
| it sounds, McCue, and some folks |
| spelled the Herds' name Heard,
I but they meant the same people
used o spend the night with
Annde when she and 1 went (o]
the dances together, at the old
Havmond hall, next deor, We|
danced upstairs over Joe Solo-|
mon's store, When 1 staved atl
Annie's she and 1 slept in the
attic room: it wasn't finished
then, and "Aunt Nan'" stulfed Lthe
cracks with rags and  pasted
newspipers on the gable emls‘

FRANK MORGAN
« « » » Funeral Directors

Thoughful Ccn
and

lo keep out the wind."
Prices Revealing

Some of the prices mentioned
in the old diary are revealing of
the times; |

“Fridoy, August 1882— |
Burkhart and MeCue gol slabs—
Snturdiy, August 24, 1882, vlonr.l

25,

PHONE

Pledged to give you

Chapel Mortuary

HAROLD SNODGRASS

sideration, Care
Service

2-8030

eool, Run the mill. Burkhart gnl]

some slibs and brought a melon,
I took his team, hauled up some |
fire wood. P, M. Burned some
chiopped  brush, Ole Severison
got $1.25 worth lumber paid
cash, MeCue golt some edging.
Filed the saw and pulled up a
log and went to supper then re-
paired the pump. F, Carter got
lumber, the Tavier women got
lumber for peiach boxes, Thurs
day, May 17, 1883, Cloudy, chil-
ly. Floaled a log to the race. Me-
Cue and Herd got 200 ft. lumber |
and paid for . (Was that for
the wiish shed?) P. M. Showery. |
"Vie went to the store after 50

and Is Open for

Creamations $45.00

The New Crematorium at

Siskiyou Memorial Park

Is Now Ready to Serve this Community

The Beautiful New Mausoleum at Siskiyou Memorial
Park Will Be Completed Soon and Open to the Public

Public Inspection

Phone 2-2344

DELIVERED
HERE

Sedan Coupe™

{ the largest number of births in the
v were delivered by a Doctor. Of total

record, in spite of war-time thortage
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The Least gou can pay-for the Best!

Let's start with the ideas that you want to drive the very best car your
money will buy, Who doesn’t? You want to be seen in a big, beautis

ful outstanding automobi
smooth performance, You
driving will give miles an

What you want is a Pontiac!

Prove it for yourself—e

dollar you ean't beat a Pontise. Bumpér 1o bumper, inside and out,

one thing Is apparent—no

new Pontiac! Come in soon!

5-Passenger Streamiiner Six-Cylinder

MR P e

Dollar for Dollar-

you cant beat a

"t —
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Lowest-Pricad «
M

Op,

Thrilling,

wlce of

World

le. You want (o enjoy the thrill of silkens
want to know for sure that the car you're
d miles and miles of carefree service
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95ate and local taxes, I} any, Hiew

car offers you more for your money than & sorler—extra, Pricer sukiges o
» d

ikange withait

ve, aptiomal aguipment and wcetss
nelice. Prices may vary
Jon difeventials,

dur o

A. Z. DEAN, Sales and Service

6th and Grape, Medford




