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CORONER WEEPS
AT INQUEST IN
KIDNAP MURDER

Father Describes Last Time |
He Saw Little Girl Alive—
Janitor Main Suspect.

Chicago, Jan, 8— (UR) —Even
the coroner wept today as the
father of six-year-old Suzanne
Degnan appeared at an inquest
into the sadistic murder of the
child.

Tears ftrickled down the
cheeks of Coroner A. L. Brodie
while the father, James Degnan,

38, described the last time he
saw his golden-haired little girl
alive,

After Degnan left the packed
and stuffy hearing room, Brodie
wiped his eyes with the back of
his hand, and murmured: |

“Thig {s tough to take.”

Testimony Briel |

The father, an OPA executive, |
was at the inquest for only a few |
moments.

“When was the last time you
saw Suzanne alive?" Brodie ask- |
ed in almost a whisper

“It was about midnight Sun-|
dav,” Degnan sald firmly. ‘

"1 got up to take her to the
bathroom." |

A few hours later, a kidnaper
broke Into the child’s bedroom,
strangled her, carried her from |
lhouse, attempted to attack |
and then viciousiy cut up
tiny body.

Continue Case

Brodie, regaining his com-|
posure, then continued the in-
itest until Jan. 30. Capt. John |
L. Sullivan, of the Summerdale
police district, sald suthorities
vd the additional time for in.
vestigation and Lhe search for
the child's slas

Veteran atmrum of the cor-|
oner's nifice said that today was |
the first time they had seen him |
shed a tear al an inguest.

Meanwhile, police began ques
tioning every person known to
have a key to the “murder base.
ment"’ where a sex fiend dis-|
membered the child's body.

The mupnber subject of
the police examination was the
B5-vear-pld janitor of the north-|
i apartment building where
thorities sald the body of the
kidnaped girl was dizssected. He
is Hector Verburgh, a greying
grandfather, whao stelidly main
tained his innocence.

Friend Grilled

Next to Verburgh, detectives
concentrated on Desere Smet, |
35, who was reported 10 be a
close friend of Verburgh and a
janitor in three apartment bulld-
ings near the murder scene.
Smet denied he knew Verburgh

Authorities learned that all
tenants of the 12apariment
billding had kevs to the laundry
room where, detectives =aid, the
girl was butchsred, shortly sit-
er she was taken from her bed
room early Monday
An attorney for the Flat Jan-
or's Union appeared before
hief Justice Harold G. Ward of
criminal ecourt today to ask f{or
the release of Verburgh, his
rv, and Smet on habeas
COorpus writs.

thin

lHer

pne

Atty, Joseph Ricker told the
court the three should be re
leased because no charges ! had

besr aced again
“The Verburghs are old pec
ple, he said, “and we know

what they go through when they
are grilled by the police™

Newcomer Praises
Local Climate At
Kiwanis Meeting

Medford's =uit

REDS FOMENTING

Yanks Mass in Protest Against Slow Demobilizotion

)
-
[

fAcma Telephatol
Portlon of the more than 20000 soldiera who gath all 11- Manila. P. 1. in mass profestation
of annovmeement of demobllization sdow down. Lieut told m delegation from & y |
throng that the U. 8 Amy will sce;: & garrison of 375,000 in the Pacilic o protect Ametican interests,

Eisenhower Tells Truman Clamoring Gls

“Good Men" - Denies Discipline Breached

B — WA — Rep. Clar-
Eisenhower Brown, 0., member of
army chief of staff, told Presi the house republican policy com
dent Truman today that GI's mittee, was not impressed by
Lhmm'mz to be sent hnme- {from the strong defense of the pro
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discipline. .qnml for s r?un on 'the recent| gressional  Investigaiion Was
He also told the president NOCeSEArY

that, despite ths current criti These developments occurred

the as the war department reported |
thnt 5 000 000th goldier o)
be discharged since V-E day
woutld be released today
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BATILE IN MANLA

Gl's attompted to storm Gen.
Joseph T. McNarney’s head-
quarters in Frankfurt at the
height of = demobilization
demeoenstration tonight but was
turned back by armed para
troop guards.
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]JHINESE FACTION

- FAIL T0 AGREE ON

1 CEASE FIRE OROES

Prospects Not Bad But Diffi-
cult. Government Repre-
sentative Tells Reporters.

Chungking. Jan, § — UP —
Chinese nationalist and com
munist represeniatives meeting
with Gen. George C. Marshall
|aii;uum-d today without agree.
ing on an expected cease-fire
order in C s civil war
|  Following their fourth confer
| ence, Gen. Chang Chun, govern
naent  representative, told re
porters that detaiis had not yet
e seitied

*I'he prospecis are
but difficult.” he added

Asked if he was still hopeful,

not bad

Gen 21 =aid
| *Oh, ves, My gracious, ves.”
|  He sanid no unforeseen diffi-
cullies had arisen

The tebloid newspaper Hsin
Mic Pa d remaining difficul
thes Ir od the penetration of
Jehol provinee
|

The communisis were said to
be insisting that the nationalisis
| halt in their present positions
The povernment wan reported
| determined 1o take over the
communizt-held provincml capl-
tal of Chengteh d the central
Jehol town of Chihfeng

The nationalists. who began
taking over the provinee 10 days
ago, were reporied within 60

miles of esch objective. 11

DAV, PURCHASES
SITEFORBUILDING

Purchase of the lot at the
corner of Front and Fifth streel
directly peross from the Grand
Hotel by the Ja son County |
chapter of the Disabled Ameri
van Velerans was announced 1o

¥ The property, purchased

frivm George Barnum at a re
ported cost of $5000, will be
15k |! as I!l(‘ "".F' ‘vr a !-l'l['l-llk‘ ff!!

the use of the DAY chapler and

auxiliary,
Lester Nathes, chalrman of
the building committee of the

chapter, states that construction
of the bullding will | n as
soon as financial arrangements
have been completed and ma

can pe secured

FAR EAST COMMISSION
INVITED RUSSIA AGA!N

a2, Jan. 99—

new ton to 1-1.'!1415.1!'« in
the Allied Far Eastern commiis
«jion’s activities has been sent to

terinl

Yokohar

Russia, Commisisan Ch
Maj. Gen. Frank R Mo
vealed tnday

He said

the commission has
d any ¥

not yet rece 3
the Soviet governmenti and in
formed =ources believed that
Russia would not be represented
on ‘the eommistion’s present
Japan,

tion srrived at 2:30
1esday (Tokya lime

delegation in

i, Jan, 8 — 0iA —
Atterberry of the

] }rﬂn h wine ﬂr'u
510,000 U. 5, Seventh
headnuarters announced

and fined
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T s sese 17 STEEL WORKERS |

Washington, Jan. 8 — UP
The White House announced |n
day that President Truman's
stateof theunion message witl
be sent to congress on Jan. 17.]
This will be two days after the
new session begins,

On Jan. 21, the president will
send his budget message to the
house and =cuate.

PLAYMATE KILLED
N SUICIDE PACT

Bureka, Cal, Jan. 3—UP—
District Afterney Jeremiah Scolt
said todsy a murder charge may |
be filed against Glenn Griffith,
13, of Carlotta, Cal, who admit
tedd killing o playmate as part of
& “suicide pact

The told sheriff's depu
ties that he and Albert Wescott,
14, also of Carlolin. agreed o
kill themselves Monday and
went to Griffith’s barn  with
their (22 caliber rifles

Griftith =aid he shot himself
in the <tomuch, and lost con-
sciousness, When he regained |
consciousness, he told the ofri |
cors, he found that Westeott had
attempted to commit suicide
=0 he shot his friend three times |
and then killed Wescott's dog

firlatives heand the shots and
rushed {o the bamm o {ind the
Weseoit boy dead. Griffith was
taken to the Scotin hospital, 30
of here, He was ra |
ported to be recovering

Phone Instal f:;s

Have No Quarrel
With P T.&T. Co.

boayv

miles south

dent mnd peneral vnnm‘rr !are
Oregon for the Pacific Tele-]
phone and Teélegraph |'ur|:;|.m_\‘:
mafle the following stalemess
this marning, nccarding 1o ward
received by /. B, Hammond

manager here

Electric Em-
"-.r!lli.(\;:

The Western
T':i-i'.'l".'i RESOC
some 17200 ny
at Kearny, N. J
clated manufacturing plants of
the Western Electric company :n
New York snd New Jersey have
been e sipee January 3
“The .u-w.d.‘:un represen g
Western  Electrice company i
slallation department employees
throughout! the couniry I e
ported by the press to have call

1 mploved
and nine asso

orn s

ed a sirike of s  members
Ja v B

. Western Electric om
ploa involved are mamifac
turing and installing telephone
equipment urgently needed by
the p .

“These sirike actions do not
arise from any dizpute with The

Pacific Telephone & '1':—‘:-&:ri.;|?a
COmMpany T'he rezponuibility of
our company and of all s

peaple Is w0 give the public un-
interrupted  telephone serviee
Thir is the first duty of the com-
pany and employees alike Our
company urgently requests ail
smnlovees 1o do th full duiles
in meetin responsibility
the publl

2 HELD IN JAIL FOR '
GOLD HILL BURGLARY

Lee O, Plymplen and Ethmer
ff. Boen, addresses unknown,
are Indged in the Jackson county
i burgliary In a
charge of carrving
H-'-;mm nlsn faces
state polic e the

our

Boen
arrest stated
cused of burglariz
in Gold il last n

Washington, Jan, § — ,=" —_
Sen, Wavne Morse, R Ore., said
today his matl & “ranning 8 to
1 n support of hiy content)
that the republican pariy as rep

Rabert
reactitnn

resented by Sen A. Taft
R, ©., is too

Morse v

W

that

tive program was most
PAC

“I'm  getting = tremendous
eriil, s tald a reportier to
diny g 0 todin sup
ot | of And n

Morse Says Mail Supports |
Statement GOP Reactionary

car tlr' jon of t
Morse =
ply meat

f the re

he country.”™
id the reac

progr licar
stand for as opposed o the old
guard they overwholmingty

wollld vole for a middle-ofthe

road, liberal

The trouble 1d guard

iican of e Smssen Lype”

i gity
L cpoperate (o the clothing drive

{urget to

AND CORPORATION
10 RESUME TALK

Decision To Renew Negotia-
tions Boisters Hope For
Averting Monday Walkout

{

Washington, Jan. 8 — UP —
The United Steel Workers (C10
and the U, S. Steel Corp. agreed
todday fo resume wage negotia-
tions. The sgreement immediate.
iy ralsed nope here that the)
nativn-wide steel sirike schedul-
ed for next Monday c¢an be
averied

The decision o resume bar
ERireg Wa mnbnneed |P_\ P‘l'll
dent Truman's fact-finding
board. The board thus far has
deferred hearings on the union’s
$2a«dny wage demand hoping
that a settlement could be reach- |

NATIONAL TIE-UP
1S THREATENED BY

INSTALLING CREW

Portiand, Granis Pass, Eu-
gene, Dallas Waorkers Out;
Dial Service Unatfacied.

MI long-distance eallx plac-
through the Medford office
Iudny wers being completed
without delsy It was siated
by the chis! operator at
noon. No neaws concerning the
tieup at Portland becsuse of
the walkoff of Communiecs-
tions Equipment workers had
been raceived at the local of-
fice, it was said,

By United Prem
Telephone installation work-

{ers left their Jobs ln 14 citiex
| today,
: eormmunications

threatening » naticonwide
tie-up and
bringing the number of Ameri-
can workers idled by sizikes to
385,000,

Threatened stoppages in the
steel, mest, electrical sod com-
nssenications industries, plus a
possible New York City ClO
walkout, would add sppraxi-
mautely 2000008 other workers
to the nation's strike tofal,

Portland, Ore., Jan. $—UP—
Long distance telephone facili-
ties in Portland were partially

ed throwgh direct negotiations ‘m«[ up today when local 73 of

Panel Chairman Nathan P
Feinsinger relensed a statement

at s press conference spnouncing |

that the board was *
evervthing possible to faciliiate
the finul settlement of this dis
pute through collective bargain-
ing."

MAYOR ASKS ALL
10 COOPERATE IN'
CLOTHING DRIVE

Mayor Clarence A
and other civie leaders of the
toekay urged evervone o

now tnderway to aid needy peo
ple af the war-devastaled coun-
iries. In donars were
short [riendly
noles or letters, including nams
and address, and attach these to
articies or bundles of clothing.

In a proclamation urging the
cooperation &f all the cily’s Tesl

dents Mavor Mecker said

“Whereas millions of people
in the wardsvasiated is of
Europe, China and the wilip

pines are In dire reed of cloth
ing, shoes and bedding and are
subject to death from exposure
and Whereoas of this
urgent need overseps wili serve
not only lo rtelieve suffering
humanity, but will aid liberated
peoples to revive their ec
life and enable Y
od couniries o contribute
h.-ro toward

ting p

' -‘- tereas

e

a full
the creation of &
e, and

the president has
said that the need iz imperative
and justifies & second appezi o
the American peopie, I there
fore urge all religious, educs
ional, patriotie, civic, fraternal
buisness and labor groups to co-
operale in this eollection and |
urge contributors o atiach good-
will messuges to their gifls™
Pick-up Arrsnged
Commiltess from the Junior
Chamber of Comumerce, conduct:
ing the drive, in cooperation
with Medford churches,
ranged for boxes and barrels at
Lusiness houses and stores and
plek-up from these ls in charge
of Reginald Stagg. Quots for
thiz county Is 30888 garments
Carey Thompson, general
chairman, hae expressed the be
lief that the quota will be easily
met and siid “The need f{or
ning by the destitule persons
of Europe and the Far East

cint

shaould be obvious to all. In near

¥ Ty IM:H! old some nr.-f'l.\
! ng losnger needed

Car 15t be found

In additinn 1o olher grotps

a pisa for the gzeidtince of

Seout troops and Granges

oughout the county has also

mnde

Nesded h= drive are

of all kinds

old drapeties or

curtains, These should

he wrapped in convenlent bun

dles for ed huar

wiling, and
boots and like

wid be securely tied

hies, pvers
articles sha

In pairs

 than J0 Inthes of raln
Tumpa, Florida, during

1 i weeks beginning with
June 15th, fatlowing the longest
dry spell o6 rosurd.

Meeker |

have ar-|

the Association of Communica-
tions Eguiprnent Workers walk-
ed off the job in sympathy for

ready to do|the Western Elecisie company

sirike

tocal President Dan Hams
said shout 250 members eof his
union in Oregon and Washing-
on would join the walkoul. He

t
lsald installers in Granis Pass,

Eugene amd Dallas, all s Ore-
o, left thelr jobs & short time
before the Pertiand workers

lstrul:k at 31 2 m.

Plan Picket Lines
The union official sid that
unless the Western Eleetric
vampany strike is settled by Fri-
day maming, plcket lines will
be established about the Port-
land main office of the Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph com-
pany and two main branch ex-
changes.
Such n picket ¥ne would fur-
ther crippie telephone service
| because Edward T, Healy, presi-
denst of the United Telephone
Company employes of Oregon,
sald members of his union will
refuse {0 puss through.
Dials Working
Local service was unaffecled

because It Is serviced by dial
telephoties
Dinl service would suffer In

irs were nveded, be-
communication men
do the work.

. radio and emergency
rpthone circulfs were nol ex-
sl to be affected, with su-
isory employes handhing
thelr opeiration

Healy cslled a mass meeting
of unlonists for tonight. He said
one third of his union’s 3,000
membera are employed In Port-
land.

“While we have no guarrel
with the teiephone company, we
must respect & picket line”™
Healy sald

The ACEW. Is a union com-
posed entirely of insiallation
workers, The sympathy gesture
is in conneclion wilth the West-

evenl 1eg

Chlse onty
may
P

ern Electrie taifers sirike in
the east. Healy ssid the castern
sfrike was called because no

agreement has been reached aft-
er unine months of negotiating
for wage increases.

Richard Smith, 12
Missing From Home
Richurd Smith, 12-yearold son

of Roy E. Smith, 1115 East Main
street, was reporied to ¢ity po-
lice vesterday ss missing. Ofifi-
cers were told the boy ileft for
junior high aschpol yesterday
morsing and d4it not return
home Iast evening.

The boy, who was wessing
tan swealer, brown leather jack-
et, and red cap, and riding a bl
cycle, was believed to be en
route (o Tacoma, Wash., from
which the Smith family recently
maoved to Medford, police said,

SIDE GLANCES

By
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Flre Chief Roy Elliott recall-
ing his boyhood days and such
pranks as tyving cats together by
thezir takls,

Jerry Jerome broadeasting his
intentlons of getting both fect
iale heaven

Flarente Dean delving Inte
detalls of what becomes of old

i Clotbes.




