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20th Century-Fo- xLifeboat ... l) 14.

Buffalo Bill (20th-Fox- ) 13.
The Impatient Years (Colum

bia) 13.Walter Huston and Aline
"The White Cliffs of

Dover," inspired by Alice Duer

By Chester B. Bahn
Editor, The Film Dally

New York "Going My Way,"
Paramount's box office sensa-
tion, written, directed and pro

Once Upon a Time (Columbia)
13.

Kismet 12.Miner s poem with Irene Dunne
and Alan Marshal in the leads.duced by Leo McCarey, with

Blng Crosby starred and Rise was produced by Sidney Frank
Stevens and Barry Fitzgerald in
prominent supporting roles, is

lin and directed by Clarence:
Brown. "Gaslight," with Charles
Boyer, Ingrid Bergman and
Joseph Cotton, was based on the
Patrick Hamilton play, produc-
ed by Arthur Hornblow, Jr.,
and directed by George Cukor.
"A Guy Named Joe," with Spen-
cer Tracy and Irene Dunne

was based on the story
by Chandler Sprague and David
Boehm; its producer was Ever-
ett Riskln and Its director, Vic-
tor Fleming.

To complete the "best ten"
the critics and commentators
chose Cecil B. DeMille's produc-
tion for Paramount, "The Story
of Dr. Wassell," which had Gary
Cooper starred as the heroic na-

val surgeon, and "Lifeboat,"
produced for 20th-Fo- x by Ken-
neth Macgowan and directed by
Alfred Hitchcock. This adapta-
tion of John Steinbeck's story
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nad a cast topped by Tnllulah
Bankhcad and William Bcndlx.

Under the contest rules, onlyfeatures released for exhibition
between November 1, 1943, and

rated 1944's number one feature
release by American critics and
reviewers for press and radio
participating in the 23d ahnual
Film Dally "Ten Best Pictures"
poll.

Four hundred twenty-eigh- t
ballots were cast for the Para-
mount picture in the coast-to-coa-

and bordcr-to-bord- con-
test, which saw the critics of
384 newspapers, magazines, wire
services and syndicates and the
film commentators of 95 radio
stations participating. The total
number of participants In the
23d poll was 479 before the polls
closed.

"Going My Way" finished
with a e lead over its
closest rival, 'The Song of Ber-
nadette," 20th Century . Fox's
moving plcturlzation of Franz
Werfcl's inspiring story. "The
Song of Bernadette" was pro-
duced by William Perlberg and
directed by Henry King.

The third "Ten Best" niche
goes to "Since You Went Away,"
produced and written by David
O. Selznlck, directed by John
Cromwell and distributed by
United Artists. A margin of 94
votes separated this picture from
"The Song of Bernadette."

Five Metro Goldwyn Mayer
pictures captured the fourth,
fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth'Ten Best'-

-

honors, They were,
respectively: "Madame Curie,"
with 207 votes; "Dragon Seed,"
with 191; "The White Cliffs of
Dover," with 190; "Gaslight."
with 187, and "A Guy Named
Joe," with 175.

"Madame Curie," based on the
biography of her mother, by Eve
Curie, was produced by SidneyFranklin and directed by Mer-vy- n

LeRoy, with Greer Garson
and Walter Pldgeon in the leads.
"Dragon Seed," an adaptation bf
Pearl S. Buck's novel, was pro-
duced by Pandro S. Berman and
directed by Jack Conway and
Harold S. Butquet. Its cast was
headed by Katharine Hepburn,

ucumer 31, 1P44. were elleible.
A total of 141 pictures were

nominated by the producer-distributor- s

for critic and commen
tator consideration; the voters,
however, wero not bound by the
list and were premltted to cast
ballots for any other feature
which they desired, subject only
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