Mother To A Star !

Through courtesy of Esquire, Inc., publishers of Coronet
ﬂ\&gumo the Mail Tribune publishes today the first installment

“Mother To a
Rognu.

Star."”

Coronet,

Sidney Carroll's personality sketch of Lela
mother of the glamorous film star, Ginger Rogers.
tional chapters of the sketch, published first in the July issue of BICYCLE tires.

will appear Monday and Tuesday.
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The article is of particular interest to Mail Tribune readers WE HAVE buyers for modern homes
as the Aogers Rogue River ranch is located only & few miles from

Medford.

Copyright, 1044, by Esguire, Inc, |

818 N. Michigan Ave.,
Chicago, I11.
(Coranet, July 1944)

Ginger Rogers is a singer, a
dancer, a dramatic actress, and
the winner of an Academy
Award, She has been & movie
#tar for 10 years, which Is about
three times as long as the avers
mge movie star's tenure of office.
She is, moreover, the only act-
ress in Hollywood who ean play
a 10-year-old gir! and get away
with it. She has made a great
deal of money and will make a
great deal more for a long time
to come. She even owns a home
in the Hollywood hills, complete
with'a sodn fountaln, for of such
is the Kingdom of
movie style.

But do not assume that such |

virtues always bring their own

rewards and that the only thing |

Heaven, |

Lela Rogers

responsible for Ginger's success|

is her talent. She did not rise to |

her present eminence simply be-
cause she was endowed with|

such abundant natural gifts. Shl'f

got there because she did what
her mother told her to do.

The world at large is well
aware of the chronological facts
in the life story of Ginger Rog-
ers—how she entered a Charles-
ton contest and won it, and from |
that humble beginning how she |
sdvanced on Broadway and
Hollywood. The lesser known |
side of the story is the fact that |
Ginger Rogers has been chap-
eroned every inch of the way by
a combination manager, coach,
writer, cook and dressmaker,
who also happens to be her
mother. Ginger's mother's name
Is Lela, and Hollywood knows
it well, Hollywood also knows
that Ginger and Lela are insep-
arable and that you can not
mention the daughter without
ringing in the mother in the
next breath, Hollywood knows
that immediately after the
daughter won the Academy
Award for her performance in
Kitty Foyle, the wise men of

M-G-M ecame to the mother and |

laid 50 thousand dollars in her
lap. "We want to make the life
story of you and Ginger," they
told her. The gentlemen of
M-G-M were well aware of the |
fact that the life story of Rogers
fille is synonymous with the|
Life and Times of Rogers mere.
Lela Rogers refused that offer
from M-G-M. She didn’t think
it would be good for Ginger.

Lela Rogers is the paragon of
all stage mothers of song and
story because she possesses (o an
ideal degree all the things the
mother of an actress should |
have. These qualities are (1) un-
bounded faith in the daughter
(2) a shrewd business head (3)
iron nerves (4) colossal assur-
ance (5) indestructible intestinhal
fortitude. But she does not look |
like the lay conception of lho
stage mother, who Is commonly |
supposed tb resemble a bloomer |
girl from the Amazon counlry.
Lela Rogers, at 54, looks like|
her daughter's elder sister, She
is small, blonde, chic. If you saw
the daughter in The Major and
the Minor you also saw the
Lother, for the blonde lady who
played the mother in that film
was Ginger's real mother. Al-
though Lela Rogers is some-
where on the sidelines of every
picture Ginger mankes, The Ma-
jor and the Minor was the only
one In which she made a per-
sonal appearance. Her policy, by
and large, hne been to stick 1o
1he side She does not blush
there completely unseen, for
Lela Rogers is no shrinking
violet, but =he has devoled the
last 20 years of her life to alm-

ing the spotiight square at
Ginger. She is the perfect im-
presario

When Ginger, at the age of
14, decided that zhe wanted to
go on the stage, her mother was
writing a column for a Fort
Worth llu!’lt‘l running a music
publishing house on the side and
ma ng n home. She dropped
nil three when Glnger "got foot-
light fever and took tn the open

road with her one remaining
t—a 14-vear-old Charleston
amp who v gaoing 1o earn

ired dollars a week. The
happened to thém
was procisely
willing to pay
fux a down
on u-]lu]nu!
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what M-G-M was
S0 thous

payment
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In the beginning, Ginger sim-|

| ply danced. It was Lela who sud-
denly decided that Ginger could |
also sing.. Ginger herself was |
! {flabbergasted by the idea, but
Mama knew best. Mama took
some of the popular songs of the
|day and re-wrote them to suit
|Gu1gtn She tasught Ginger to
ising in a piping recitativo fash-
Imn ihat wasn't singing at all,
| but when she finished her num-
|hor her audlences were hypno-
| tized into thinking that Ginger
| was one hell of a vocalist,
Through all the wvaudeville
days, Lela would sit in the audi-
ence at every performance, mak-
|1n|5, dozens and dozens of notes
After cach performance she
|u.m|trl lay the law down to the
{orchestra leadef, to the master |
of ceremonies, then she would
confer with Ginger. After that,
Lela would write speeinl dia-
logue, and special gags, and she
| would teach Ginger the small
gestures that are known in the
| trade as “business.” Each week,
‘for each mnew show, Ginger
would have a new dress, Store-
bought dresses weren't good
anough for Ginger. Mama made
| them herself

There were lean days for
them during the carly vaude
ville ern, but Ginger never knew
| about them. Lely always Insisted
'tlml they stay nt the best hotels

| and eat the best steaks, even
| when there were no vaudeville
| jobs, When their funds were

low, Lela had a reserve to draw
upon, for there was n thousand
dollars which she had saved for
| Ginger's college education

| which sfle drew from, rather
| wistfully, whenever times woere
{ bad.

(Continued Monday)
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MONTGOMERY WARD

Shop from

Montigomery Ward’s

FALL CATALOG

See this exciting new catalog in our store's
catalog department. Ask for a library copy
: : » and shop leisurely in your own home from

the colorful photographs and completa descriptions.

Montgomery Ward

117 5. CENTRAL — PHONE 3930
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Gf Top Quality Military Goods
BUY NOW for OVERSEAS
CHRISTMAS GIFTS

Oversens gifts must be mailed NEXT MONTH .,
Here is your opportunity to SHOP NOW for
things service men and women NEED and WANTI

L L ——

FITTED KITS — Khaki clath
and imitation leather....... s

BRASS MILITARY WHISTLES —
Regularn $1.25 ..ovcsemisiomemmsissmmusrisperssrsosmssses

Regular value to $1.65
KHAKI NECKTIES — Four in hand and 50e
KHAKI NECKTIES — Four in hand. Resilient
construction, Regular $1.50. NoW.....correeeres s‘ -00
plain weave. Regular 40c.
SEWING KITS — Tan leather bound. Snap s‘ 25
Other Kits at._. CTPAOYY A 50c - 75¢
SHOE SHINE KIT
bristle polishing brush and polishing cloth. Spl. at

$1.95 $3.45
Regular $1.95. MNow....

51.95

MILITARY KIT BOOK — Short Stories
and cartoons. Regular $1.00. Now....irni 6&
SILVER MILITARY RINGS —

Values 1o $4.85. Now s‘.so
Values to 65¢. Now o 300
Large Assortment of
for Men and Ladics
Ladies Military
and Compacts
NICE SELECTION OF WALLETS
LEATHER PICTURE FRAMES
WOOL and KHAKI CHEVRONS
CANVAS TRAVELING BAGS

Visit Qur
DEPARTMENT
for Watches, Diamonds and Costume

NECKTIE and HANDKERCHIEF SETS s‘ 00
a
ready tied. Regular value 10 $1.00......ccceeesrsasnes
KHAKI COTTON SOCKS — Ribbed and 25
spring fastener. Regular $2.50. Now....ccoees
Contains can of Mugget Shoe Polish. Bristle dauber 650
GARRISON BELTS — Heavy leather. SI 00
LEATHER MONEY BELTS
ARMY WRITING PORTFOLIO—MNOW. cccvveivnicisres 9&
MILITARY INSIGNIA PINS —
IDENTIFICATION BRACELETS
Insignia Pins, Necklaces, Bracelets
with or without Military Insignia
Most all Ratings
Jewelry — For Men and Women.

1

PEOPLES’ LOAN CO.

22911 East Main St State License P-137




