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'REDS RIP DEEP INT(I N/

News Behind
The News

By Paul Mallon

GERMANS LEAVE
4,000 DEAD IN

Washington, Dee, 28—The of-
ficial headlines have cheered us
with almost dally victories
through 1843,
but any sober
e o ntemplation
of 1944 munst
I make us look
behind them at
the reality of
our wa el

Paul Mallos
gaged In. cost-
1y, brave but !ukcn seale fight-
Ing. A very small fractio of our
massive army hns even now—
s month more than twe years
Lu’ter war started — seen the
enemy. There kave been offizial
estimntes that 2,600,000 (pos-
sibly about a third of our pre-
paring army) will be overseas
by New Year's day,

Official pronouncements dis-
elose that we had four divisinns
In action In Tunisia, five In
Siclly, and four or five in Italy
—about 60,000 to 75,000 men
fighting at a time.

About halt these divislons
have carried on through, so that
only half of them may be as-
sumed to be -dditional troops.
These considerations would fur-
nish an estimate that a little over
100.000 men had yet seen action
on this front.

On Guadalcanal and in the
Solomons, thrse different divis-
fons have bein mentioned. In

YNew Guinea, elements of two
more have been officlally de-
clared, A division s supposed to
have been involved at Atfu.

Thus in the Pacitle, the es-
timate could be safely placed at
around 00.000 in nction, plus the
19,000 regulars who fought for
the Philippines,

L . .

C‘!!RTAIN'L‘!' few more than

200,000 troops—one tenth i

the land force supposed to be

overseas now. and only an infinl-
tesimal 234 per cent of the army

lands anéc New|
Gul .ea, we|
have been en-|

LHTOMIR AREA

Allies Consolidate Mountain
Positions Overlooking
Hoad_.to Rome in Italy.

By United Press

fort.
1 In Italy, thel A two-pronged Russian winter
| Paciftl is- offensive, gathering momentum

almost hourly, ripped deep into
the German defenses guarding
the aproaches to Poland and Ru-
mania today, while sllied forces
in Italy bent back the Nazi lines
on the Adriatic coast and consoll-
dated their mountain positions
overlooking the central road to
Rome.

Gen. Nikolal F. Vatutin's 1st
Ukranlan army, estimated by
Berlin at 500,000 men and 1,000
tanks, surged forward 14 miles
along a 20-mile front west of
Kiev, piling up huge German cas
ualties in the center and south-
ern wing of the enemy lines and
engulfing another 100 towns and
villages.

Nazls Reel Back

The hard-pressed German
forces, weakened by their abor
tive six-week ffensive,

General Marshall Back inU. S.

Inspesting the huge Douglas alroraft plant at Long Beach, Callf.

{ #eme Telephoto)
« 18 Gen=

eml George O, Marahall, .\rmy chief of staff, shown here with factory

head, Donald Dougl

turn to this country from thu Cairo
WAL

took place upon Marshall's re-
und Telwran conferenes and other
zonea.

reeled back in disorder toward
Zhitomir and {ts companion
Junction towns of Berdichev and
Kazatin, leaving more than 4,000
dead and scores of wrecked or
captured tanks behind.

One Soviet column elosing In
from - the southeast thrust to
within 16 miles ‘of Zhitomir and
captured the rallrond town of
Stepok, only 75 miles from
Poland's prewar frontler,

Another advanced spearhead
burst into Vcheralshe, 24 miles
enst of Berdichev and 135 miles
northeast of the Rumanian bor
der, capturing huge stores of
arms and ammunition abandoned
by the fleelng enemy,

Beat Nasis Down

In northern White Russla, the
second Soviet winter ouarulve
beat down savage German

ist around the key nllmd

APPEALFILED N
RAY RESTRAINER

Salem, Ore., Dec, 28 —Uf—
An appeal was filed in the state
supreme court today from a
Multnomah cireuit court order
restraining Tom Ray of Port
land, business agent and secre
tary of the Bollermakers' union,
from acting ns an official of the
union.

An order signed by Clrcuit
Judge E. M. Page enjoingd Ray
from his dutles as seceelary of
the union, The action was
brought by Otto W. Mursener,
official of the International
Brotherhood of Bollermakers,

The court ordered Mursener
and the International Brother-
hood to establish bond of §100,
000 to protect Ray in event the
court's enjoiner proved wrong-
ful,

Ration On Sugar
Holds Unchanged

Washington, Dee, 28.—{URBD—
Sugar rations for home use will
remain unchanged for another
two and a half months it was
disclosed today as the Office of
Price administration announced
validity dates for sugar stamp
number 30 In ration bock four.

SIDE GLANCES

town of Vitebsk and converged
on that stronghold from the
northwest, northeast, and south-
east.

More than 2,000 German troops
were killed in one sector of the
Vitebsk area alone and the fast
driving Red armies beat down
as many as 20 separate enemy
counterattacks. With the main
Moscow-Riga railroad line east
of Vitebsk cut by the Russian
slege are, the Nazl garrison was
dependent entirely on the high
way line running south of Vi
tebsk and the evacuation of the
town appeared imminent.

Russian forces mlso were on
the attack in the northern half
of the Dnieper bend after smash-
ing repeated German counter
attacks in the Kirovograd sector.

Cold In Italy

In Italy, American, British,
and French Moroccan troops,
fighting In bitterly cold weather,
battered steadily at the Nazi de-
fenses guarding the Inland road
to Rome.

American 5th army troops eap-
tured two more enemy strong
polnts on Mount Sammucro and
brought the strategically impor-
tant village of San Vittore un-
der complete Allied observation,
Advanced elements of the Amer.
fean wing consolidated their
positions less than 1% miles
from the villuge,

Berlin reports sald German
troops abandoned Ortona last
night,

KLAMATH FLIER
PRESUMED DEAD

By
TRIBUNE REPORTERS e
Bob Kyle, Sr., reminiscing _sﬂj%“_ms';bn'n:,‘ %’ ,?::;,jg

about World war 1 when he
joined both the navy and the
army.

Jean Luck=y maintaining that
it was more romantic to cut the
family Christmas tree in the
forest instead of merely buying
one from the corner lob

State Policeman Willard Ruch
attempting to overtake a speed
ing tractor driven by J. C.
Deaver,

Cameron Wilson, marine fller
| from Klamath Falls, Ore.. was
| reported mossing and presumed
dead today by officials of the
marine corps air station,

Wilson's Torpedo bomber col:
lided In midair with another
while on a routine tralning
flight Sunday 30 miles at sea
over the Santa Barbara chan
nel. The pilot of the other plane
parachuted to the ocean and
was picked up by

Scharnhorst Sunk While
Menacing Allied Convoy

London, Dee. 28—(UF—The admiralty reyealed
an outgunned British crufser force ihtercepted the 26,

i mll
0-ton

German battleship Scharnhorst off Norway's North Cape Sun-
day and foreed the blg enemy ralder to break off an attempted
rald on a Russia-bound Allied convoy.

STUDENTS SUFFER
IN FLU EPIDEMIC

Salem, Ore., Dec, 28.—UUM—
State, and school departments
today reported Increased ab
sences due to influenza,

Approximately one-fourth the
city school enrolment, 1,243
students, were absent from
classes today. Seventeen teach-
ers were (ll. Superintendent
of City Schools Frank Bennett
said the epldemie would have
to become worse belore schools
were closed.

The secretary of state's de
partment, rushed with llcense
application filings, reported 30
employes absent with ecolds or
Influenza.

YANKS CLOSE ON
AP AR BASES

By United Press

The fall of Japan's major alr
bases In northwestern New Brit:
aln and complete Allied aerial
domination of the southwest pa-
cifle battle area wppeared ns
sured today as Amerlcan inva
gion forees widened thelr beach:
heads around Cape Gloucester
and closed in from two sides on
the twin enemy airfields behind
the cape.

Front reports, tralling as much
as 38 hours behind the action,
sald American tanks and artil-
lery were attacking the alrfislds
only a few hours after the ini
tinl marine landing early Sun-
day morning, and it was consid-
ered possible the airfields might
already be In American hands,

MILITARY FUNERAL FOR

SELECTIVE SERVICE AIDE

Salem, Ore.,, Dec, 28 —UP) —
Military funeral services were
held today for Capl. Jack M.

| Routh, 33 Oregon selective serv.

lee assistant, who died Friday
night of ¥ heart sttack.

Routh had been connecled
with the state milltary depart
ment gince 1037. He was a na
tive of Salem, and was employed
on the stuff of the Astorian Budg

et a1 Astoria before joining the
slale military,

Disclosing for the first time
details of the spectacular Aretle
naval battle that ended in the
death of the Nazi hlﬁ.tt&!ﬂp—-—
the last seaworthy capital
in the German navy—ihe l£
miralty sald the Scharnhorst
finally was sent to the botiom
by m torpedo launched by the
8,000-ton crulser Jamalea,

Contact At Dawn

The first contact with the
giant German surface raider was
made in the half-light of the
Arctle dawn Sunday, when the
0,023-ton erulser Norfolk inter
cepted the Scharnhorst driving
toward the convoy in an at-
tempt to bring her big guns to
bear on the helpless merchant-
men.

The Norfolk moved Into range
and opened up' with her elght-
inch guns, scoring at least one
hit on the ralder, which then
turned back to the south and
headed at top speed for the shel:
ter of the Norwegian fjords,
despite the fact that ghe mount-
ed main balteries of nine eleven-
Inch guns,

The Norfolk and supporting
cruigers and destroyers from the
convoy escort closed In behind
the fleeing raider and chased
her southward for several hours
before drawing within range
again.

In the subsequent exchange,
the Norfolk suffered one shell
hit aft, but the British flotilla
clung to the chase and after
dark the destroyers raced In
close to drive three torpedoos
into the hull of the Scharnhorst,
forcing it to reduce speed,

The Scharnhorst finally went
down at 7:45 p. m.

Bome survivors were plcked
up from the water, but the ad-
miralty gave no Indication as
to how many of the 1400 offi.
cers and men aboard the Scharn-
horst were rescued.

BTORM WARNING

San Francisco, Dee, 28—{UA—
The weather bureau announced
today It has posted small eraft
warning on the Callfornia coast
from Point Arguello to the Ore
gon border and in the San Fran
cisco bay reglon.

Radio Highlights
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Army Prepares to Use Soldiers
If Railroad Men Stage Strike;
End of Steel Walkout Ordered

AMERICA USING
SECRET WEAPONS
KNOX DISGLOSES

Japs and Nazis Feel Sting of |today

Gadgets Not Known to
Them; Achievements Told

Washington, Dee, 28.—UR—
American secret weapons are
being employed against the Ger.
mans and Japanese, Secretary
of the Navy Frank Knox sald
today.

This disclosure was made In
a summary of the past year's
achievemenis of the varlous
navy bureaus, released by Knox
at his news conference,

Discusaing the work of the
Bureau of Ordnance, Knox said:

avy Not Idle

“In the tield of new weapons,
or secret weapons, the navy has
by no means been idle, The
Japanese especlally have felt
the sting of weapons which ak
though greatly improved,
theless are of conventional
types. Japanese and Nazi allke,
however, also have felt desirue-
tion wrought by weapons not
known to them, and will con-
tinue to do so."

Knox also revealed that there
are gix times as many sircraft
carriers, Including the escort
types, in commission as there
were when the Japanese at-
tacked Pearl Harbor, and that
the carrier's offensive sting has
been greatly incremsed by the
Corsalr and Helleat fighters, the
most powerful earrler - based
tighting planes in the world,

Big Pilot Increase

Knox said that twice as many

ilots were trained this year as
ast and that the total number
of navy pilots now is five times
the total of two years ago. Two
and one half times as many
navy planes were bullt during
the sccond year of war as in
1942, of which 75 per cent were
combat types compared with 60
per cent a year ago,

INVASION JITTERS
HIT NAZIS ANEW

London, Dee, 28—1pH—Ger
man radlo broadcasty and reports
from neutral capitals Indicated
today that a new attack of inva-
slon itters has gripped Nazi mili-
tary commanders defending the
coasial outposts of Hitler's Euro-
pean fortress,

Apparenily alarmed by In.
tensitied A'lled Invasion prepara.
tions and the appointment of a
supreme Anglo-American com-
mand to direct the final assaull
on Europe, the Germans were
said to be hurriedly reinforcing
their defenses from Norway to
the Dodecanese [slands.

AMERICAN EQUIPMENT
PROVES SUPERIORITY

Allied Headquarters, Alglers,
Dee. 28-—URM—A staff officer
sald today that the Itallan eam-
palgn had - proved the superior.
ity of Allied tanks and tank de
strovers over corresponding Ger-
man equipment.

Cantain Vidcent Rawet of Tor-
rington, Conn. member of the
hudquartm staff amsigned to
training plans, sald the fighting

Washington, Dee. 28—ajf—
Secretary of War Henry L. Stim
son will explain the army's op
eration of the natlon's rallroads
In m radio address tonight at 7
o'clock, FWT. The four major
radio neiworks will carry the ad-
dress,
| Transeriptions will be re
lbroad"llt in western stales al
7 p. m., PWT,

In H.nly nad established the value
of the Allied training technique
and had shown the Infantry to be |
the. “queen of battles.”

NO PAPENW JAN, 2
In order to conseive paper
under the government's ra
tloning program, the Mall-
'l'ﬂhune will not publish on
Jan. 2.

Washington, Dec. 28—{Uf—
American submarines have sunk
12 more Japanese ships in a con-
tinuation of crippling mssault on
the enamy's heavily-burdened
supply lines, the navy announced

The latest victims of the U, 8.
navy's underseas fleet Included
a destroyer, seven freighters, two
large tmikers and two medium-
sized transports.

They brought to 538 the total
of Japanese ships hit by subma-
rines In this war—388 sunk, 38
probably sunk and 114 damaged.

The 12 latest Japanese victims

U.S. Submarines Bag
12 More .h_pShips

were the largest number cov-
ered In & single U, 8. navy an-
nouncement In some months.
There has been Increasing evl-
dence that Japan's shipbuilding
industry has been unable to keep
pace with the losses inflicted on
its merchant fleet by American
submnarines. Well over one-third
of Japan's merchant tonnage has
been destroyed and reports from
the southwest Pacific showed
that they have become largely
dependent upon barges for trans-
port and supply. These have
been especlally wvulnerable to
aerial bombing and strafing.

DESTROYER LOSS
OFF NEW BRITAIN
15 TOLD BY KNOX

Washington, Dec, 28—{UP—
The navy announced todsy that
an American destroyer was sunk
In the landings on Cape Glouces
ter, New Britain Island. rad this
was the only U. 8, ship lost In
the nperation,

Secretary of Navy Frank Knox
had announced earller at his
press conference that m small
coustal transport also' was sunk;
btut the navy sald It was later
learned the transport was only
damaged

The Joss of the
hrought to 134 the total of Amer
fean vessels lost In this way and
ocourred during the Japanese alr
attack which !ollowed the Initial
landings.

Casualties Untold

Knox sald that the navy had
not recelved any information on
casualties In the destroyer sink:
ing and he did not disclose the
name of the warship, The truns
port he deseribed as a small craft
only 100 feet long.

Knox at his press conference
ealled attention to the “usually
extravagant" Jnpanese clalms
that they had sunk two American
heavy cruisers and two large
tranaports, and heavily damaged
three other large transports In
the Iatest New Britain opera-
tions last week end.

Chicago, Dee. 28— R—Henry
E. Voegell, 87, manager of the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra,
died today, He had been il of
pneumonia 10 days,

SNELL TO GONFER
WITH LEGISLATORS
SEEKING SESSION

Salem; Ore., Dec, 28— ) —
Gov, Earl Snell will confer to-
day with flve Portland leglslet-
ors. who have suggested & spe-
cial gsession be held to provide
extra funds for post-war projects,

Members of the Portland group
are Btats Senator Irving Rind
and State Representativs John

Dean Bryson, all of Portland,

The Oregon War Dads, & Port
land organitation, has asked that
a senzlon be called to cancel part
of the 70 per cent state Income
tax reduction voted by the legls
lature in regular session early
this year, The group suggested
the money be used (o finance
post-war projects,

Gav. Snell, in a radio address
Sunday night, sald he doubted
whether the leglalature, which
voted only nine months ago to
reduce Income taxes, would re
verse itself,

governor has reminded

the Portland group the post-war

readjustment and develupment

commission has llsted projects

totaling $300,000 for which funds

now are availble or obtalnable.
TOO DANGEROUS

Washington, Dee, 28—UR—=
The labor depariment today ad-
vised alreraft plants that varl
ous jobs are considered too haz-
ardous for 18 and 17-year-old
workers und these workers

shovld be shifted.

New York, Dec, 28 — (UR —
Palmer Hoyt, direclor of the
domestie branch of the Office
of War Information, today sharp
ly criticized the high but un-
Identified government official
who last week predicted heavy
American war casualtles In the
next 80 days as a means of
combating complacency on the
home front.

He declared that fast, reallstic
reporting of both defeats and
victorles—such as the hard-hit
ling newspaper accounts of the
bloody battle for Tarawa—
would do more to drive home
the seriousness of the war “than
all the lectures of all the high
government officlals concerned.”

In what may be his Inst speech
before returning next month to
his post as publisher of the Port-
‘hnd Oregonian, Hoyt tiid the
New York sales execulive group
that he disagreed with those
Washington officials who fell
that the way to offset gvercon-
fidence was by ‘“lecturing or
frightening the people.”

“Only the other day, the news-

Palmer Hoyt Raps Officials
Who Try Friillt_Psychology

papers carrled an Interview with
a high official who declined to
be named,” Hoyt sald, *“This
official undertook to lecture the
American people on taking the
war  serlously and wsought to
drive home his point by prediet
Ing that we would suffer a half
milllon casualties In the next
00 days."

asters to come” Is hardly the
way to upsel complacency, he
declared,

Hoyt sald It was the duty of
OWI “to see that odur country
geta equally full snd frank re
porting on the home front' and
not, a8 some “‘amateur
gandists" seemed to think, to
“spoon-feed the public with
whatever ldeas or attiludes are
considered desirable at the mo-
ment."

It s essential, he continued,
o Insure an orderly flow ol
news out of the nation's capital
because “nothing can be so dis
couraging and so confusing to
a willing public,, .than a con-
fused l:i of signals from Wash-

Hall, Phil Brady, Ln'uum:-a_

Such “rash predictions of dis | {f

GEN. SOMERVELL
IN COMMAND OF
SEIZED RAILWAYS

Penalties To Be Invoked
Against Strikers Under
Smith-Connally Law.

w”hlﬂmn. Dec. 28— P
The army Is prepared to operate
the nation's rallroads with sole
dlers In event of strike and Im-
pose pennlties against strikers
under the Smith-Connally labor

n-mmmmm
at a news conference while
three rall unions still were
standing, technically at least,
on a strike call for Dec. 30,

&lﬂ:ﬂ k|.|lur|n!el: \;ﬂl
t e ca other
Aireadly BAvh oot

Wages and working condl
tions that existed as of 7 p, m.
last night will be frozen for the
duration of the army’s con h
they sald. These inel
awards of wages to the Brother-
hoods of Rallway Tralnmen and
Locomotive Engineers under the
president’s arbitration.

Btimson quoted from a letter
written by Gen, Henry H. Arn-
old, commander of the army alr
!nrcu. which stoted that the
::}Imd ‘urllfn would have the

ect of “virtually paralyzing
ihewnrel!uﬂn!thtmlh
forces,” He sald the seriousness
could not be exaggernted.

The strike would Immediate-
ly stop the flow of army alr
force technical supplies, the ex-
port of drum gasoline, and ex-
hause the supply of avistion
fuel in the United States in five

days.

Ench day's Interruption of
rallrond traffic from strikes,
Arnold sald, would represent
the equivalent of the loss of &
day's productlon of about 300
alrplanes which could never be
made up.

Would Crippls Army

Bomervell sald Arnold's ap~
praisal of the effect on the air
force would apply equally to
the ground and serviee forces
and Interrupt the movement of
troops oversens,

Somervell said army ofticers
and men with railroad experi-
ence were being assembled at
key points so they could be used
necessary In operation of the
ralironds. He said It was the
Intention to use them as neces-
sary to supplement raiicoad
men who chose to stay on the
job. Those who want to work
would not be renlaced.

Somervell said security ar
rangements Wwere the
suthority of the nine serviee

He sald no move

commands.

B
military police now assigned to
rallway property. but this

act and other laws, .
E!t. War H L. Sﬂmmmd

Gen, B B. Bomervell
declared lod

4
u i

]




